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''A Dangerous Experiment"
THE LYNCHING OF RAFAEL BENAVIDES

William D. Carrigan and Clive Webb

F

Our masked men marched into the San Juan County Hospital in the
remote northern New Mexican town of Farmington at 11:15 on the
morning of Friday, 16 November 1928. The men seized one of the patients,
a Mexican sheepherder named Rafael Benavides, and bundled him into
the back of a pickup truck. A second truck carrying six other men sped
along with the kidnappers' vehicle to an abandoned farm two miles north of
town. There, they forced their victim to stand on the back of one of the
trucks as they tied a rope around his neck and fastened it to a locust tree.
When the driver accelerated the vehicle forward, Benavides's dangling body
snapped his neck. Less than twenty-four hours earlier, thirty-nine-year-old
Benavides had been admitted to the hospital with a serious gunshot wound.
The injury was inflicted when he attempted to escape a sheriff's posse pursuing him for an assault upon a local farmer's wife. According to the physicians who treated him, Benavides had only hours to live. In their words, the
lynching "probably saved the criminal a good deal of suffering."l

William Carrigan is Associate Professor of History at Rowan University in Glassboro, New
Jersey. He is the author of The Making ofLynching Culture: Violence and Vigilantism in Central Texas, 1836-1916 (University of Illinois Press, 2004)' Clive Webb is Reader in American

History at the University of Sussex in England. He is the author of Fight against Fear: Southern Jews and Black Civil Rights (University of Georgia,

2001)

and editor of Massive Resistance:

Southern Opposition to the Second Reconstruction (Oxford University Press, 2005).
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This article places the Benavides lynching both in the context of lynching in New Mexico and within the broader framework of the decline and
end of mob violence against Mexicans in the Southwest. The lynching of
Mexicans was a common occurrence in the southwestern United States,
but patterns of mob violence differed dramatically from region to region.
Lynching in New Mexico contrasted sharply with mob violence in nearby
states such as Texas, California, and Arizona. This article emphasizes three
particular factors in the decline oflynch mob violence in New Mexico: the
growth of institutionalized legal systems, a change in public opinion, and
diplomatic protests from a Mexican government seeking to protect its citizens on American soil.
In many respects, the lynching of Rafael Benavides conforms to the
broader pattern of mob violence in the United States. z The men responsible for his murder openly disobeyed the law and acted with approval from
elements of the community. Moreover, the court never punished any member of the lynch mob. A grand jury investigation of the lynching did occur
on 4 December 1928. Judge Reed Holloman issued a stern instruction to the
jurors to set an example so "that this community will not in the future be
disgraced in the eyes of the state and the United States as it recently was."
Although more than fifty witnesses were called to testify, the jury failed to
indict a single member of the mob. As the Fannington Times Hustler observed, the authorities had "run against a rock wall" in their efforts to secure
a successful conviction. 3 Although the lynching in Farmington seemed typical of mob violence, it had a distinctive influence on the shift of public
opinion against lynching.
The Benavides case is pivotal in the history of violence against Mexicans
in the United States. Historian Robert Torrez believes that Benavides was
the last Mexican lynched in the state of New Mexico. 4 Historian F. Arturo
Rosales, one of the foremost experts on anti-Mexican violence argues that
Benavides was the last Mexican lynched in the entire United States. 5 Although it is impossible to validate these claims with absolute certainty,
Benavides was probably the last Mexican lynched with the support of the
local community. The Benavides lynching, therefore, represents an important turning point in the history of anti-Mexican violence in the United
States.
Mob violence against Mexicans was widespread in the Southwest after
the U.S-Mexico War. Hostile perpetrators often committed violent acts with
the implicit support oflaw officers and, in many instances, with their direct
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participation. In the Farmington case, masked intruders seized Benavides
in a public place and hanged him in broad daylight. The men responsible
for the crime never faced prosecution, despite the fact that their identities
were well known. Although the pattern of mob violence common in New
Mexico during the preceding eight decades changed after the Benavides
lynching, Mexicans continued to live with the danger of mob violence after
1928. These later attacks, however, took place surreptitiously rather than in
the open and the mob received more public censure than support. 6
Settlers appeared in Farmington -located 150 miles northwest of Santa
Fe and 20 miles south of the Colorado border - as early as 1876, but another
twenty-five years passed before the community became an incorporated town.
Ranching and agriculture were the foundations of the local economy. Most
Nuevomexicano ranchers grazed sheep and the majority of New Mexican
Anglos raised cattle? Local farmers of both ethnic groups sold their produce
to mining camps across the border in Colorado. Limited commercial and
industrial development restricted population growth. By 1910 there were
only 785 people in the town. Although the discovery of oil in the area during the interwar era caused the hurried purchase ofland by oil companies,
Farmington's population still had not boomed by the late 1920S. By 1930 the
entire population of San Juan County was only 14,7°1.8 Rafael Benavides's
savage execution happened in this small and relatively remote community.
Little is known of Benavides's life. He was born in Salazar, New Mexico,
in 1889. He had no formal education, and his inability to read or write restricted him to the life of a manual laborer. Although both a husband and
father, he appears to have been estranged from his family, which resided
across the border in Mancos, Colorado, at the time of his death. When
asked whether she wanted his body returned for committal, his wife's only
words were "bury him."9
Contemporary newspaper reports established in some detail the circumstances surrounding the lynching. Two nights before his death, a drunken
Benavides broke into the home of a Mexican family in Aztec and attempted
to assault a young girl; the screams of her sister scared him off. Benavides
then incited a brawl when he tried to force entry into another house. Eventually he made his way to the ranch of a prominent Anglo farmer, George
Lewis, who was away on a hunting trip, but his wife was asleep at home.
Awaken by Benavides, Mrs. Lewis challenged him with a shotgun, only to
discover it was empty. Benavides physically assaulted the farmer's wife and
then carried her to a remote hillside, where he left her naked and uncon-
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scious. The sixty-year-old woman sustained in juries - including boot marks
from Benavides's furious kicks-to her face and chest. When she regained
consciousness some hours later, she staggered to the nearest house. Authorities were soon on Benavides's trail. SheriffGeorge Blancett assembled a posse
that pursued Benavides to the loft of an abandoned house near the Colorado
border. When Benavides refused an order to surrender, the posse fired a series
of shots into the house, one of which struck the fugitive in the abdomen.
Benavides was then arrested and hurried to the hospital in Farmington. 1O
Informed that Benavides would not recover from his wound, Blancett
withdrew the armed guard from the hospital. The masked men who abducted Benavides faced no resistance. According to one rumor, Benavides
struggled forcefully by "striking and biting his kidnappers." In fear and rage,
he allegedly pushed one of his assailants out of the truck that carried him
toward his death. This story may account for the bruise above one of
Benavides's eyes, where the butt of a revolver struck him. It seems improbable that a dying man enervated by a powerful sedative summoned up the
physical energy to topple a captor. II The haunting image of Benavides captured by a local photographer shows the dead man suspended from a tree
limb, his head bowed to his chest and his hands tied behind his backY That
lifeless body held broad implications for New Mexico and the United States.
The Benavides case fits in the historical context of mob violence in New
Mexico. Our research suggests that, between 1848 and 1928, at least fiftyfour Nuevomexicanos met their deaths at the hands of lynch mobsY During the same time period, we calculate that at least 597 persons of Mexican
origin or descent were lynched in the entire Southwest. 14 Identifying and
counting victims of lynch mobs is an inexact science at best. Our list of
lynching victims is imperfect but the data we compiled is consistent with
our understanding oflynching. Undoubtedly, some victims of mob violence
do not appear in our data. Certain cases that we do include may not merit
inclusion in the eyes of others. In compiling the data, we have followed the
lead of most scholars of mob violence and adopted the definition of lynching established by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People: a retributive act of murder for which those responsible claim
to act in the interests of justice, tradition, or community order. In addition,
we have erred on the side of caution and sought to confirm each case with
specific facts such as name, date, and place of death. Lynching, more than
a crude response to individual injury, is a manifestation of subtle, complex
forces swirling through a society.
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The changing dimensions of mob violence in New Mexico were part of
the framework of racial and ethnic relations in the state, and, in particular,
they reveal the process of cultural and political accommodation between
the state's Anglo and Nuevomexicano elites. Anglos initially settled in New
Mexico in small numbers. As late as 1900, there were only 50,000 Anglos in
the territory, compared to 125,000 Nuevomexicanos. As a result, many early
Anglo pioneers intermarried with the Nuevomexicano population. By 1870,
90 percent of the married Anglo men in Las Cruces had Nuevomexicano
wives; 83 percent in Mesilla; and 78 percent in Dona Ana. This cultural
interaction muted racial and ethnic tensions between the two peoples. The
overwhelming size of the Nuevomexicano population also constrained
Anglos from assuming hegemony over the political system. During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Anglos effectively disfranchised Mexicans
in many areas of the Southwest. Iri contrast, the Nuevomexicano elite
wielded political power on a scale unparalleled in any other part of the
southwestern states and territories. Although Anglos attained control of the
New Mexico territorial legislature in 1886, Nuevomexicanos continued to
hold elected offices at all levels of government. As late as 1909, Nuevomexicanos constituted eleven of the twenty-one representatives in the New
Mexico House. Four Nuevomexicanos also served as territorial or state governor in the years prior to Benavides's murder: Donaciano Vigil (1847-1848),
Miguel Otero (1897-1906), Ezequiel Cabeza de Baca (1917-1919), and
Octaviano Larrazolo (1919-1920). A similar arrangement of "racial power
sharing" operated in the criminal justice system. Anglos monopolized "the
most eminent positions within the legal hierarchy but Nuevomexicanos
controlled important elected offices such as'county sheriff. The active participation of Nuevomexicanos in the political and legal systems collared
Anglo power and promoted racial and ethnic cooperation over conflict. As
Charles Montgomery affirms, Anglos and Nuevomexicanos were "locked
in a precarious balance of power, a sometimes cooperative though always
suspicious relationship that redounded to all levels of New Mexico society.""
The campaign for New Mexico statehood, which succeeded in 1912, also
reinforced the ties between the Anglo and Nuevomexicano elites. U.S.
Congressional opposition to statehood had rested on the racist assumption
that only a White majority population could be entrusted with the responsibility of self-government. One pamphlet distributed in Santa Fe argued that
the "Territory should not be admitted as a State because the majority of its
inhabitants" were "ca'tholic" and a "mixture of peons and Indians" and,
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therefore, "a people unworthy to live in the great American Republic."16
The Nuevomexicano elite attempted to establish a White racial identity
and the attendant political privileges by calling themselves "Spanish Americans," a label intended to invoke a sense of common European heritage
with Anglos. The Anglo elite supported Nuevomexicano's claim to whiteness, for it improved the possibility of securing statehood. In this and other
respects, the elites shared common class and political interests that transcended ethnic antagonismY
The cultural, political, and economic interaction between Anglo and
Nuevomexicano elites shaped the pattern of mob violence in New Mexico.
In the southern states, the primary motivation for mob violence against African Americans was racial prejudice. Southern Whites used terror and intimidation to consolidate their control of the region. In contrast, lynching
in New Mexico cut across racial and ethnic lines. Lynching protected the
economic interests of the propertied classes, both Anglo and Nuevomexicano. The Nuevomexicano elite consciously distinguished itself from
the majority Mexican population and was prepared to orchestrate acts of
mob violence to defend its socially and economically privileged status. In
1893, for instance, authorities arrested Cecilio Lucero, member of a notorious gang, in Las Vegas for the murder of a ranch hand who had caught him
stealing sheep. Members of the community seized Lucero from his prison
cell and hanged him. According to the Las Vegas Daily Optic, the "mob
was said to number 1000 with 900 being Hispanic."18 Although Mexican
mobs lynched Mexicans in other parts of the Southwest, such intraethnic
violence was far more common in New Mexico than anywhere else. 19
There were nonetheless clear constraints on the extralegal force commanded by the Nuevomexicano elite. The power-sharing relationship between Anglos and Nuevomexicanos at the top level did not evenly replicate
throughout New Mexico. In certain areas, English-speaking and Spanishspeaking elites joined forces to eliminate horse and cattle thieves, regardless
of their race or ethnicity. In other areas, competition over grazing rights
often broke down into ethnic conflict between Nuevomexicano sheepherders and Anglo cattlemen. The disparity between the sizes of the two
populations further complicated relations. In those areas of the territory
where Anglos were a minority, they had to reach some level of accommodation with the Nuevomexicano population. In regions where Anglo settlers outnumbered Nuevomexicanos, reaching such an understanding was
less important.
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One region of intense Anglo-Mexican conflict was southeastern New
Mexico, commonly known as "Little Texas" for the large influx of Anglo
settlers who migrated from Texas in the post-Civil War era. Competition
for economic resources created a bitter ethnic rivalry in newer areas ofAnglo
colonization. Texas cattlemen ruthlessly forced Nuevomexicano sheepherders from the land. Nuevomexicano retaliation fueled further Anglo aggression, which began a vicious cycle of violent retribution. In areas, such as
"Little Texas," with pronounced ethnic hostility, vigilantism could easily
degenerate into random racial warfare. 10
The Horrell War most clearly illustrates the course of racial hostility in
New Mexico. The Horrells were ranchers who settled in New Mexico after
fleeing Texas, where they had killed four officers of the pro-Republican State
Police. They wasted little time getting into trouble in New Mexico. Driven
by the desire to avenge the murder of one of their family members, the
Horrells took arbitrary action against the entire Nuevomexicano community. On 20 December 1873, the Horrells murdered four Nuevomexicanos
at a dance in Lincoln. Later that month, they lynched five Nuevomexicano
freighters fifteen miles west of Roswell. The Horrells also intercepted and
killed Severanio Apodaca as he transported a load of grain to a local mill. In
all of these cases, the ethnic identity of the victims appeared to be the only
reason the Horrells killed them. 11
Mob violence against Nuevomexicanos reached its pinnacle during the
range wars of the 1870S and 1880s. The indiscriminate violence ofthe Horrells,
the battle over grazing rights, and the traditional acts of vigilantism against
alleged horse and cattle thieves created a barbarous environment. In August 1884, reporting that a band of Mexican horse thieves was active in the
local area, the Raton Comet stated: "Immediate flight is their only chance
for safety, as their speedy extermination has been decided upon by a set of
resolute, determined men, who have suffered by their depredations."12 Although the fate of this particular set of horse thieves is uncertain, the "speedy
extermination" of Mexicans became common practice. In July 1889, for
instance, Mexican cattle thieves shot dead a deputy sheriff in Socorro County
as he attempted to arrest them. The suspects were apprehended and imprisoned the suspects in an empty house. On the night of 21 July, a band of
cattlemen stormed the house, shot the inmates and then hanged them. 1)
The conflict over grazing rights between Anglos and Nuevomexicanos and
the more general i~pulse to punish criminals combined to produce an era
of violence. During the 1870S and 1880s, mobs lynched at least forty-three
Nuevomexicanos.
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The area of New Mexico where Rafael Benavides lived lay outside the
influence of tempering Anglo and Nuevomexicano interaction. The demographic balance had clearly swung in favor ofAnglos by the 1920S. Benavides
lived in a community that socially, economically, and politically marginalized
Nuevomexicanos. A system of de facto segregation curtailed social interaction among Anglos and Nuevomexicanos. Physical separation created a
psychological distance between the two peoples. In the absence of any powersharing relationship, Anglos came to regard Nuevomexicanos as a distinct
and inferior racial other.
Oral tradition suggests that extralegal groups lynched several Nuevomexicanos in northwestern New Mexico in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, but the surviving written records verify only one case':
the 1882 hanging of Guadalupe Archuleta at Bloomfield, a settlement located just a few miles from Farmington. Archuleta, according to his defenders, was performing his duties as Justice of the Peace when he shot and
killed an Anglo. The retaliatory shooting and lynching of Archuleta further
divided the town into Nuevomexicano and Anglo camps. Archuleta's killing no doubt intensified the division created by the ongoing conflict between the two groups over grazing rights. The lynching occurred at a pivotal
moment in this conflict. According to historian Frances Leon Swadesh,
Archuleta's lynching "effectively silenced all Hispano challenge to Anglo
strong-arm tactics along the San Juan."24 Memories of these early conflicts
stayed fresh and ethnic tension between the two groups persisted well into
the twentieth century.25 For instance, only four years before the Benavides
lynching, the Fannington Times Hustler printed the call of one local citizen
for the "organization of the whole state into active divisions of the KKK."26
It is difficult to imagine a situation any more dangerous than the one in
which Rafael Benavides found himself. Benavides's position as an illiterate
mestizo laborer afforded him little social protection from the violent prejudice of Anglos. Anglos may have tolerated the Nuevomexicano elite, who
claimed a pure European ancestry, but they perceived lower-class Mexicans as a degenerate mongrel race that embodied the worst characteristics
of its Indian and Spanish ancestors. Anglos feared the alleged moral depravity of the mestizo class and sought to protect themselves through the brutal
enforcement of racial boundaries. The murder of an Anglo woman in particular incited mob vengeance. On 5 May 1893, seventy men stormed the
jail in Los Lunas and seized three Nuevomexicanos arrested for the murder
of two Anglo women. The three suspects - Victorio Aragon, Antonio Garcia,
and Antonio Martinez-were all hanged. 27
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Benavides, a member of the despised mestizo class, committed the one
offense most liable to arouse the violent retribution of Anglos. Although he
did not murder Mrs. Lewis, his lynching was the result of the impulse of
Anglo men to protect their wives and daughters from physical assault by
what they believed to be morally degenerate Mexicans. Anglos perceived
any assault upon a White woman as an implicit rape; no actual evidence
indicated Benavides attempted to sexually assault Mrs. Lewis. Had there
been even the intimation that such an offense occurred, the press would
almost certainly have reported it. Newspaper accounts of lynchings often
contained salacious details of the sexual crime committed by the victim.
No evidence of this "folk pornography" appeared in press reports of the
Benavides case, even after Farmington came under intense attack for permitting the mob violence. Nonetheless, the lynching contained an important element of ritual. A photograph of Benavides's corpse shows that the
lynchers tied his bed gown above his waist to expose his genitals, a deliberate act of public humiliation that also symbolically reasserted Anglo male
supremacy.28
Despite the dramatic outburst of ethnic violence in Farmington, Rafael
Benavides was the last Nuevomexicano lynched in New Mexico. The following discussion explores why Benavides's murder was such a turning point.
Anti-lynching forces were at work in New Mexico long before 1928, and
Benavides's murder did not convince everyone in the state that lynching
was wrong and should be abandoned. However, the Farmington mobs' extralegal act decisively tipped the balance of public opinion toward the enforcement of due process and legal solutions to problems of social disorder
and away from informal methods of control such as vigilantism and mob
violence. The result was that, after 1928, would-be lynchers would no longer
have the tacit or public support of the majority of their fellow citizens. This
new dynamic mattered. Potential lynchers could no longer count on escaping arrest; they would have to hide their identities and guard the location of
their planned murder. Ethnic and racial violence was clearly still possible
after the lynching of Rafael Benavides, but lynchers previously protected by
a widespread belief in "rough justice" now found themselves dangerously
isolated from majority opinion. 29
During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the New Mexico
press uniformly supported mob violence against Nuevomexicanos. Newspapers commonly restricted their reports of lynching to a factual recounting of events; the absence of editorial opinion was an implicit endorsement
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of mob action. On occasion, the press also expressed outspoken support. An
editorial in an 1881 edition of the Santa Fe Democrat argued that the failures of the legal system justified mob violence. The piece ran under the
title "Let There Be More Hanging, And Less Sniveling."30 In 1889 the Socorro
Chieftain commented on a lynching in Kelly, New Mexico: "Horse thieves
will be found scarce around Kelly and Magdalena after this. That juniper
tree of justice out there is a court that grants no appeals." The newspaper
gave no information on who committed the killings but speculated that the
two Mexicans "came to their death by pulling their necks too hard against a
rope."31 In January 1890 vigilantes in the mining community of Georgetown
seized a Mexican "desperado" from sheriff's officers and hanged him. The
Silver City Enterprise published an editorial that openly encouraged such
acts of spontaneous retribution. According to the paper, the courts had failed
to protect innocent citizens from the incursions of Mexican outlaws, and
the lynching was a legitimate act of self-defense intended to discourage further criminal outrages: "It is high time that the citizens should awake to the
importance of putting a stop to this promiscuous shooting. Let a few judicial hangings occur, and the shooter will give this county the go_by."3z
Occasional, muted condemnations oflynching in New Mexico date back
to the nineteenth century. Even these negative editorials, so guarded in
their criticism, make clear that public support for vigilantism and lynching
was prevalent throughout the state. For example, in 1876, after reporting
that "Judge Lynch had evidently been around last night," the Albuquerque
Review commented, "We cannot but deprecate this action, yet taking all
things into consideration, the parties concerned were not so much to
blame."33 The Santa Fe New Mexican espoused similar logic in 1881. In
January authorities in Albuquerque arrested three Nuevomexicanos accused
of the murder of Col. Charles Potter. On the night of January 31, a mob
estimated at two hundred seized the suspects from the county jail and hanged
them. The editor of the New Mexican began by stating that "lynching in
general is to be condemned" but went on to defend the actions of local
vigilantes. He believed that "in cases such as the cowardly and dastardly
murder of Colonel Potter it is very doubtful whether justice can be too
swiftly meted out." The editor then encouraged similar action to purge the
community of other dangerous criminals: "The sooner such a fate does overtake themL] the better will it be."34
Press support of vigilantism reflected and reinforced broader community
approval of lynch-mob activity. The Socorro Committee of Safety, "com-
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posed of the reputable Americans of the town including in its membership,
bankers, clergymen, merchants, ranchmen, miners, lawyers, doctors, and
all others interest~d in the enforcement oflaw and order," executed at least
two Nuevomexicanos in the 1880s and had, according to one observer, "the
tacit endorsement of the highest territorial officials."J5 As a witness to the
lynching of a Nuevomexicano in Las Vegas observed, many townspeople
"viewed the actions of the Vigilantes as meet and proper."J6
To deter official inquiry, local citizens often enforced a conspiracy of
silence. In 1953, Marietta Wetherill recalled her attempt forty years earlier
to report two Nuevomexicano corpses, still hanging from ropes, that she
saw on the road to Cuba, New Mexico. Locals told Wetherill that, if she was
smart, she would not report the lynching and that "she shouldn't know anything about it either." When she returned to the spot of the hanging four
hours later, the bodies were gone. Wetherill concluded that "hanging wasn't
a hard matter to do apparently at all."J7 The silence surrounding the lynching in Cuba and others like it effectively stymied legal investigation. Local
authorities, even when in possession of specific information, usually made
only the most cursory attempts to secure the arrest and imprisonment of
vigilante leaders. Only once was anyone prosecuted for the mob murder of
a Nuevomexicano. In August 1877, O. P. McMains stood trial for the lynching of Cruz Vega in Colfax County. The case was eventually thrown out for
lack of evidence.'s
Some individuals also emphatically endorsed the actions of the mob.
According to a letter published in the Fannington Times Hustler, the men
who abducted and murdered Benavides performed a "noble and patriotic
service" by protecting the community from further criminal incursions. The

Durango Herald-Democrat was more blunt: "The degenerate Mexican got
exactly what was coming to him."J9 Newspapers such as the Herald-Democrat made much of the fact that Benavides was a convicted felon. On 5
September 1914, he had been sentenced to a term of five to seven years in
the New Mexico State Penitentiary for raping a ten-year-old Nuevomexicana. 4o Prison had apparently failed to reform him; he drunkenly assaulted the innocent Mrs. Lewis and left her for dead. The failure of the
penal system forced the people of F:armington to take preventive action
against Benavides. As the Rio Grande Fanner concluded, "He will commit
no more crimes." The lynching of Benavides, supporters believed, would
also serve as a salutary lesson to other potential offenders. In the words of

1914 MUGSHOT OF RAFAEL BENAVIDES

(Courtesy New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, New
Mexico Department of Corrections Records, Accession No. 1970-006,
Inmate No. 3384,)
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the Mancos Times-Tribune, "a more pronounced means of instilling fear
into the hearts of the criminal class was never resorted to."4! The content of
such editorials reflected community consensus and likely helped muffle
opposition to lynching.
A thorough analysis of press reaction to the Benavides lynching reveals
that the public support of lynching had collapsed by 1928. Newspapers
throughout the southern and western states had attempted for decades to
exonerate the actions of lynch mobs by emphasizing the alleged failure of
the courts to protect innocent people from dangerously violent criminals.
Remarkably, many newspapers, despite their assumption of Benavides's guilt,
denounced his lynching as unjustified. The shift in the Santa Fe New Mexican is a potent illustration of this sea change in popular opinion. As noted
above, decades earlier the paper enthusiastically endorsed the lynching of
three Nuevomexicanos for murder. Yet, in 1928 it led press reaction in an
impassioned denunciation of mob violence. In a widely reprinted editorial,
the paper condemned lynching as "a dangerous experiment" that claimed
innocent victims, and demanded a "thorough and searching investigation"
into Benavides's death. The New Mexican also articulated the influence of
Progressive politics on public discourse about law and order.
The Progressive publisher of the New Mexican, Bronson M. Cutting,
had moved to Santa Fe from Long Island, New York, in 1910. As a former
chairman of the board of commissioners of the New Mexico State Penitentiary, Cutting had a clear interest in promoting the criminal justice system
over the lawless tactics of the lynch mob. In 1927 Cutting had also been
appointed as a Republican to the U. S. Senate following the death of the
incumbent, Andrieus A. Jones. A year later, he won election in his own
right. As a high political officer, Cutting had to protect the national image
of his adopted state, and he already had a reputation for actively promoting
the political rights of Nuevomexicanos. Cutting's concerns informed the denunciation of the Benavides lynching in the columns of the New Mexican. 42
Since U.S. expansion into the Southwest in the 1830S and 1840s, Mexicans had confronted the lynching and murder of other Mexicans. In Texas
and California, where mob violence was more endemic than in New Mexico,
Mexicans rose up in violent retaliation against their Anglo oppressors. The
men who embodied this spirit of armed resistance have become folkloric
heroes: JoaquIn Murrieta, Juan Cortina, and Tiburcio Vasquez. Anglos refused to distinguish between general lawlessness and legitimate acts of resistance, and indiscriminately labelled any challenge to their legal and political
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power as "banditry." Although some of these outlaws did engage in indiscriminate acts of robbery and violence, others pursued an explicitly political agenda. Scholars commonly describe these self-conscious Mexican
outlaws as "social bandits."43 The Texas outlaw Juan Cortina epitomized the
distinction between banditry and political resistance. Between 1859 and 1873
Cortina led a small army of outlaws against the U.S. military. Anglos considered Cortina to be a dangerously violent criminal, but he proclaimed
that his purpose was to punish Anglos who murdered Mexicans and then
escaped prosecution by the U.S. legal system, which protected Whites and
discriminated against Hispanics. "There are to be found criminals covered
with frightful crimes," roared Cortina, "to these monsters indulgence is
shown, because they are not of our race, which is unworthy, as they say, to
belong to the human species."44 The contrast between New Mexico and
other southwestern states emphasizes a distinct regional variation in the
pattern of response to mob violence against Mexicans.
New Mexico, like Texas and other parts of the Borderlands, had a history
of Mexican resistance and self-defense. In New Mexico, however, insurgents did not direct their ire at Anglo mobs. After the Taos Rebellion of
1846, the most dramatic display of armed opposition to Anglo oppression in
the state was Las Corras Blancas, or The White Caps. By the late 1880s,
Nuevomexicano farmers and ranchers in San Miguel County faced financial ruin as a result of the fenced enclosure of formerly communal lands.
Las Corras Blancas were a band of masked nightriders who resisted confiscation of pasture lands by tearing down fences, burning barns and haystacks,
and destroying livestock. Las Corras Blancas was a class and an ethnic movement; they raided both Anglo and Nuevomexicano property owners. 45 A
handbill distributed by the riders in March 1890 declared, "Our purpose is
to protect the rights and interests of the people in general and especially of
the helpless classes."46 However, Nuevomexicanos do not appear to have
utilized similar tactics in the struggle against ethnic violence, although they
did mobilize in collective protest against general ethnic prejudice. According to Phillip Conzales, between the late 1880s and early 1930S, Nuevomexicanos organized "mass meetings of indignation" on twenty-six separate
occasions. Yet none was directed against lynching. 47 In New Mexico at least,
neither vigorous protests by the Nuevomexicano elite nor acts of armed
resistance account for the demise of lynch law.
The institutionalization of a formal legal system had greater impact on
public opinion than did public protests by Nuevomexicanos. The Benavides
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incident appeared to belie the transition of the southwestern states from a
volatile frontier society to a more stable social order. During the early decades of western settlement, many observers believed that vigilantism fulfilled a vital function on the frontier. In the absence of a fully functional
legal system, the preservation of public order became the responsibility of
community-minded citizens. Although unsanctioned by law, vigilance committees acted impartially and in the interest of the common good. As Ray
Abrahams observes, contemporary accounts portrayed lynch law "in positive terms as fundamentally the cool-headed response of public-spirited citizens to an emergency in which life and property had become dangerously
insecure."48
The historical record does not support this uncritical acceptance of vigilante committees. Far from acting in the interests of law and order, Anglo
vigilantes lynched Nuevomexicanos in deliberate defiance of the authorities. Such brazenness was especially evident in those areas where Anglos
did not control the legal system. The actions of the Socorro Committee of
Safety offered a telling example. In March 1881, three members of a wealthy
Nuevomexicano family murdered an Anglo who had insulted them. Skeptical that the Nuevomexicano sheriff would confront prominent members of
his own community, Anglos independently organized a Committee of Safety.
The Committee seized one of the suspects, Onofrio Baca, from an arresting
officer and hanged him. Some months later, the Committee lynched another Nuevomexicano for rape. The following day investigators uncovered
further evidence that established the innocence of the alleged rapist. 49 An
assessment of New Mexico vigilantism by Montague Stevens reveals the
irony of mob violence: "Well, these cattlemen got together and made an
association of Vigilantes. That part was all right but the trouble was that
most of the Vigilantes were the worst thieves of the 10t."50
The perception emerging at the turn of the century was that New Mexico
no longer needed vigilantes. By the lat~ 1920S, the establishment of an institutionalized legal system throughout the southwestern states undermined
the legitimacy of frontier justice. An analysis of San Juan County court
records between 1887 and 1928 demonstrates that the civil authorities routinely secured the indictment and conviction of serious criminal offenders. 51 The ethnic identity of the convicted felon may have played a part in
the sentencing policy of the court, with Nuevomexicanos receiving particularly harsh prison terms. The minimum sentence the court imposed on a
Nuevomexicano convicted of rape was two to three years; the maximum
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sentence was life.'2 By contrast, the only Anglo convicted of the offense
received a one-year sentence. 53 Nuevomexicanos convicted of murder also
received severe prison terms. The court incarcerated Donaciano Aguilar for
ninety-nine years in 1909, and Edumenio Meastas for fifty to sixty years in
1927.54 Historian Arturo Rosales argues that, after 1910, the use of the death
penalty in New Mexico became more explicitly racial than in the past. The
disproportionate number of Nuevomexicanos executed during these years
demonstrates that state authorities had, to a certain extent, supplanted the
role of the lynch mob. 55
With the indisputable evidence that Rafael Benavides assaulted Mrs.
Lewis, the Anglo citizens of Farmington should have been confident of his
conviction by a court of law. Indeed, the Santa Fe New Mexican declared
that the actions of the mob had served no legitimate purpose: "In raw frontier communities where law was not yet established, Vigilantes were sometimes necessary. It is a question for San Juan county to decide as to whether
she holds herself as a raw, lawless, frontier district." Although most New
Mexican newspapers accepted that Benavides was guilty of perpetrating a
serious criminal offense, guilt, in their opinion, did not absolve the actions
of the lynch mob. In the words of the Alamogordo News, Benavides was a
"miserable wretch" who had committed an almost unspeakable crime. Officers had already arrested him and a court of law would have convicted
him had he lived. Other newspapers expressed a similar sentiment that the
barbarity of Benavides's crime did not justify the savagery of the mob. According to the Farmington Times Hustler, Benavides was a "beast man," the
"perpetrator of the most revolting crime ever committed in the county."
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Even so, he had civil rights that entitled him to a trial under the due process
of law. Lynch mobs, "however well-intentioned, are dangerous means for
dispensing justice and when less well-intentioned are a most dangerous
menace to life, liberty and property."56
After New Mexico achieved statehood in 1912, the increased power of
the state and the growing stability of the legal system also acted as a deterrent to potential vigilantes. The state was now more capable of protecting
prisoners threatened by lynch mobs, and vigilantes also had reason to be
cautious about the newly strengthened legal system. If judges and juries
resolved to eradicate lynching, the courts would have been much more effective in doing so than in New Mexico's territorial period.
Given the efficacy of the legal system and the increased power of the
state, why had a band of outlaws resorted to vigilante violence? The lynching of Benavides seemed to be an aberration, an unwelcome reversion to an
era when citizens ignored due legal process for informal community justice. The press acknowledged that racism had been the principal factor for
the regression. Prior to the Benavides attack, everyone of the Nuevomexicanos convicted of a capital offense in San Juan County had committed their crime against members of their own ethnic community. So long as
the ethnic population assailed only itself, Anglos seemed to respect the justice system. However, when a Nuevomexicano committed a criminal outrage against an Anglo, it inflamed violent ethnic prejudice. The Santa Fe
New Mexican astutely recognized this double standard. Had he survived his
bullet wound, authorities would have successfully tried and convicted
Benavides. Those men who dispensed frontier justice in Farmington could
claim to have upheld the law; the mob that murdered Benavides undermined it. 57
Many New Mexicans were likely uncomfortable with the racism in the
lynching of Benavides, but the shifting national perception of lynching in
the interwar era made the episode even more troubling to them. The phenomenon of mob violence was in irreversible decline throughout the United
States by the 1920S. According to Tuskegee Institute, lynching during the
peak decade of the 1890S claimed the lives of 1, 540 people. By the 1920S, the
figure fell to 315, a decline of about 80 percent in a single generation. 58 A
number of forces shaped a new political climate less tolerant of the violent
lawlessness of the mob. News reports of European atrocities in World War I
caused a reconsideration of racial violence in America. The Red Summer
of 1919 also intensified fears that mobs threatened the United States' own
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democratic order. 59 These events gave added political impetus to the antilynching campaigns of civil rights organizations. The National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People launched an unrelenting political
offensive against lynching in 1910. Nine years later, the Commission on
Interracial Cooperation mounted a regional campaign to mobilize southern liberal opposition to mob violence. The increasing political outcry encouraged Missouri representative Leonidas C. Dyer to introduce a federal
antilynching bill to Congress in 1921. Although a southern filibuster in the
Senate defeated the bill, the debate and publicity stirred further popular
outrage against lynch mobs. The federal government responded by becoming more active in the arrest and prosecution of mob members than it had
been previously.60
The Benavides lynching therefore threatened to place New Mexico beyond the pale of national opinion. Newspapers across the country reported
the incident. This unwelcome publicity tarnished the reputation of New
Mexico and threatened to associate the state with the violent racial intolerance ascribed to the southern states. 61 New Mexico newspapers branded the
lynching an act of barbarism that disgraced the people of New Mexico before the rest of the nation. According to the New Mexico State Tribune,
"The good name not only of the county but of New Mexico is at issue."62
Political pressures from outside the United States also explain the critical reaction to the case. The signatories' ink on the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo had barely dried before the Mexican government received reports
of the violent mistreatment of its citizens, both former and current, within
the United States. The diplomatic protests of the Mexican government had
a powerful cumulative impact upon the course of mob violence. U.S. federal authorities initially insisted that they had no legal authority to intervene in the internal affairs of individual states. By the last decade of the
nineteenth century, however, Mexican demands for justice proved too
persistent to ignore. In unrelated incidents during the fall of 1895, Anglo
mobs lynched two Mexican citizens, Louis Moreno and Florentine Suaste.
Confronted by furious Mexican protests, the U.S. government paid a twothousand-dollar indemnity to the families of both victims. 63 Mexican authorities continued during the interwar era to place unrelenting pressure
on the U.S. State Department.
Three episodes in the ten years before the lynching of Rafael Benavides
illustrate how the forceful diplomacy of the Mexican government helped
foster official intolerance of mob violence. On 13 September 1919, vigilan-
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tes in Pueblo, Colorado, lynched two men for the murder of a local police
officer. The victims, Salvador Ortez and Jose Gonzales, were both Mexican
citizens. 54 The Mexican Embassy in Washington, D.C., immediately instructed local consul A. J. Ortiz to launch an investigation. Ortiz was unable to identify the mob leaders, but he did establish that the dead men
were entirely innocent. 65
Although the Mexican government routinely investigated the murder of
Mexican nationals in the United States, the degree of Mexican protest often fluctuated according to the political situation inside Mexico and its political relationship with the United States. In 1919 diplomatic tensions with
the United States energized Mexico's interest in crimes committed against
its citizens in the United States. Mexico understood that pursuing the Pueblo
lynching case would cause the American government acute embarrassment.
The State Department had recently imposed increased pressure on the administration of Mexican president Venustiamo Carranza to protect American citizens in Mexico. The failure of U.S. authorities to defend Mexicans
from American mobs implied a blatant double standard. The Houston Post
concurred with Mexican officials that the United States was in no position
to claim the moral high ground in its diplomatic disputes with Mexico:
"After the stern warnings our government has sent to Mexico against further
outrages on our citizens, it is going to be humiliating in the extreme for our
government to receive similar complaints from the Mexican government
making charges against our people who have claimed to be so much higher
in the scale of civilization."66
Mexican diplomatic protest pressured the federal government to take
remedial action against lynch mobs. On 11 November 1922, a mob in Weslaco,
Texas, lynched a suspected murderer named Elias Zarate. Racial tension
spread rapidly through the local region. Within hours, an armed mob
marched through the streets of Breckenridge in an attempt to scare Mexicans out of town. Mexican ambassador Manuel Tellez issued the State
Department a demand for the protection of Mexicans. At the recommendation of Sec. State Charles Evans Hughes, Gov. Pat Neff of Texas sent a
detachment of Rangers to guard against any further violence. The crisis
soon passed. 67
In 1926 Mexican diplomatic challenge culminated in the arrest and conviction of Sheriff Raymond Teller. Teller and his fellow law officers had
been implicated in the lynching of four Mexicans in Raymondsville, Texas.
According to the sheriff, he arrested the Mexicans for the murder of two of
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his officers. Teller was taking the suspects from jail into the countryside to
search for their cache of arms when vigilantes ambushed them. The prisoners perished in the ensuing gunfight. Yet according to other testimony, Teller
and his officers tortured and then shot the Mexicans. For decades the State
Department had invariably taken the reports of local law officers at face
value in its investigations of the murders of Mexicans. Repeatedly failing to
identify those responsible for the lynchings, those reports concluded vaguely
that the victims had met their deaths at the hands of persons unknown. The
Teller case demonstrated a new determination to avoid diplomatic tensions
with Mexico over the lynching of its citizens on American soil. Not only did
the State Department reject the conclusions of the sheriff's report, but federal pressure on Texas authorities was also critical to ensuring that the state
legal system tried, convicted, and eventually sentenced Teller and his fellow officers to prison. 68
New Mexican newspapermen and community leaders had paid attention to the events in Texas and Colorado. The remonstrations made by
Mexican authorities to secure the arrest and prosecution of those responsible for the lynching of Rafael Benavides were likely no surprise to journalists and local leaders. When Ambassador Tellez undertook an investigation
into the incident, Asst. Dist. Attny. George Bruington immediately announced his intention to determine the nationality of the dead man.
Benavides told the nurse who treated him, Bruington informed the press,
that his father was an African American. Several newspapers embraced the
story. The Santa Fe New Mexican described Benavides as "a Negro Mexican half-breed."69 Although pure speculation on the part of the assistant
district attorney, this announcement might have been an attempt to attribute
the criminal misconduct of Benavides to his "blackness." The insinuation
of a racial hierarchy that elevated Mexicans above African Americans may
also have been a means of defusing diplomatic tension; Ambassador Tellez
eventually abandoned his investigation. Although the racial identity of his
father was indeterminate, Bruington conclusively established that Benavides
was a citizen of the United States. The publicity generated by the Mexican
protest affected state authorities and local conscience. An editorial in the
Fannington Times Hustler reflected the popular determination to prevent
any further outbreaks of mob violence: "It will take San Juan County a long
time to live down the bad name received by this lawless act. The outside
world will long remember the lynching but will forget,the terrible crime
that caused it."70
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Protest of the lynching of Rafael Benavides by the Mexican government
and condemnation of the episode by local and state newspapers and community leaders were' steps important in the evolution of New Mexican attitudes toward vigilantism and extralegal violence. But the newspapermen
and diplomats who criticized Benavides's lynching did not change attitudes
toward lynching in New Mexico by themselves. Rather, those critics oflynching successfully prevented future unsanctioned hangings by helping New
Mexicans internalize the values they upheld. The attitudes of New Mexico
residents, like those of many u.s. citizens toward lynching, underwent a
slow, gradual transformation. In the nineteenth century most New Mexicans supported lynching as a "necessary evil" resulting from the frontier
conditions of the territory and the weakness of its law enforcement and courts.
As those systems improved, however, attitudes toward lynching evolved. By
the twentieth century, more New Mexicans had come to believe that the
formal legal system, which emphasized the right to due process, should
mete out justice instead of the ruthless vigilantes.
The lynching of Rafael Benavides did not reinvigorate an old tradition in
New Mexico. Instead, it forced New Mexicans to evaluate their views on
lynching and vigilantism. The arguments and criticisms generated on the
Benavides lynching, both inside and outside New Mexico, helped New
Mexicans understand why they became so uncomfortable with extralegal
violence. In the end, the lynching of Rafael Benavides confirmed and accelerated a change in attitude that had been taking place over the previous
quarter century. Benavides's murder tipped the balance of public opinion
in favor of those opposed to mob violence and thus it became the last lynching of its kind.
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By Letter
THREE YEARS IN THE LIFE OF VICAR MACHEBEUF

Thomas

J. Steele and Florence Byham Weinberg

B

orn in 1812 to a well-to-do family in the Auvergne region of southcentral France, Joseph P. Machebeuf entered the seminary at ClermontFerrand and there met fellow seminarian Jean Baptiste Lamy. They both
aspired to become missionaries, and their hope to be assigned to the same
diocese was fulfilled when, in 1839, Bishop John Baptist Purcell recruited
the pair for the Diocese of Cincinnati. In 1850 the church authorities in
Rome chose Lamy to be consecrated as bishop and to organize a new diocese in New Mexico; the new bishop brought Machebeuf along to become
his vicar-general.
In 1859 Machebeuf wrote a letter, here translated into English from the
original French, to secure funding for the new diocese in New Mexico. The
diocese operated under the oversight of the Papal Congregatio de Propaganda
Fide (Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith). Founded in 1568 as a
branch of the Roman Curia, the Congregatio oversaw dioceses and vicariatesapostolic (tentative dioceses in the process of becoming-like New Mexico
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from 1850 to 1853) in missionary countries. The "Monsieur Ie President"
whom Father Machebeuf addresses in this letter is the head of the Societe
de la Propagation de la Foi (Society for the Propagation of the Faith), a
fund-raising charitable lay organization founded in 1819 and affiliated with
the Congregatio. The Societe had two branches, one in Paris and one in
Lyon. Machebeuf's letter is essentially a plea to the Paris Societe to support
financially the fledgling diocese of New Mexico.
The genre of the vicar-general's letter, a lettre edifiante (edifying letter),
was unique. A lettre edifiante was written by a clergyman from a missionary
region to his homeland. It was typically published, read by laity inclined to
donate money, and read (often aloud during dinner and supper) in seminaries to encourage priests-to-be to serve bishops of foreign lands. The same
edifying letters were read in women's convents to encourage them to pray
for the conversion of persons in alien lands.' In addition to the pious aspect,
the lettres edifiantes often served as travelogues, describing New World colonies and strange places (like New Mexico) where French priests worked.
Travel tales were popular during the entire Renaissance and became even
more popular in the romantic and realist periods of the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. The letter's primary purpose, however, concerned
the dollar (or franc): the Catholic Church in New Mexico needed money.
There are two factors of particular note in Machebeuf's communication.
The letter is, for the most part, truly edifying. When, however, Machebeuf
describes a renegade priest like fray Benigno Cardenas or a minister like
Rev. Samuel Gorman, he suddenly becomes as negative as the average clergyman of the time, attempting to tear down the good standing of his opponent. This was in keeping with the religious atmosphere of the day, in
which ecumenism-or cooperation and understanding between Christian
denominations-was nonexistent. In addition, Machebeuf uses certain religious terminology out of context in his effort to secure funding that the
nascent New Mexico diocese desperately needed. In architectural terms
the word "mission" denotes the churches in the Pueblos, where sedentary
peoples, agricultural and architectural for centuries before the Spanish arrived, had converted to Catholic Christianity but did not abandon their
Native religions. For the benefit of the president of the Societe de la Propagation de la Foi, Machebeuf emphasizes the missionary character of his and
Bishop Lamy's ministry by applying the term "missions" to the Santa Fe,
Santa Cruz de la Canada, and Albuquerque churches, which had few if any
Pueblo parishioners.
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Editorial Note
In the following letter written by Joseph P. Machebeuf, the translation remains as close as possible to the original text. Machebeuf's French style of
writing is stiff; the English is therefore somewhat stilted in order to convey
the vicar-general's "voice." Word order has occasionally been changed to
facilitate reading. Because Machebeuf almost exclusively uses semicolons
rather than periods, his sentences are lengthy and convoluted. If a sentence
seemed unwieldy and obscure, the translators broke it up, introducing commas and periods.

Joseph P. Machebeuf's Letter of 13 May 1859 to the Paris Societe de la
Propagation de la Foi
My Lord President:
I have finally gotten around to fulfill for you, though a bit late, the promise made in 1856 to send you an up-to-date account concerning the missions
of New Mexico. Since the first days of February 1852 until the end of 1854,
for a Catholic population of about eighty thousand souls, the number of
priests dropped to eight or ten, either by the deaths of some older men or by
the desertion of some others. Rather than submit themselves to reform measures that Monsignor Lamy believed himself obliged in conscience to institute in the administration of the parishes, these priests preferred to abandon
their missions and to go and offer their services to various Mexican bishops.
But since the arrival of fourteen devout missionaries in Santa Fe, mostly
from the Diocese of Clermont-Ferrand, his Worship has been able to provide for the administration of the principal missions. 2
But besides the missions composed almost entirely of Mexicans, there
are nineteen villages of Catholic Indians in New Mexico, with a church [and]
rectory, though in ruins, formerly administered by the Reverend Franciscan
Fathers from Spain. The greater part of these poor Indians are presently deprived of the presence and advice of their spiritual Father, and they complain
in the simplicity of their language that they have been orphaned. In order to
preserve them in their faith and console them in their isolation, the majority
of the missionaries are instructed to visit once a month the Indian villages that
happen to be in the vicinity of their respective missions.
But since the annexation of New Mexico to the United States, the number of our faithful Catholics is increasing so prodigiously every day that it is
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impossible for us to offer them all the spiritual services they need. This
population growth is caused in part by the emigration of a great number of
Mexican families. In order to avoid the ravages of the civil war that has now
afflicted the Mexican Republic for twenty years, they have come to seek a
sanctuary under the fair skies of our territory. In part, this growth is caused
by conversions taking place among American settlers in New Mexico. Moreover, some as-yet-unbelieving but peaceful Indians are beginning to move
closer to the Mexican settlements and therefore have the good fortune of
hearing the word of God and converting to our holy Religion.)
But so many new colonies founded in the vicinity of American forts established on the frontiers and in the midst of tribes ofsavage Indians are still
deprived of the succor of religion! It is especially painful to a missionary's
heart to think that there are in New Mexico more than twenty thousand
idol-worshiping Indians and no hope of founding permanent missions among
them. May our good Lord inspire in those pious clergymen, superabundant
in so many dioceses, the zeal and devotion to come and help us save these
many souls now being lost, before that heresy which these days is making
incredible efforts, unsuccessful till now, manages to lay hold of them.
To prepare the way, our good Bishop, whose zeal and Christian love
embrace all the areas of his huge diocese, urges me to set out annually after
Easter to make a short visit to the new believers, thus following the counsel
that Our Lord gave us to leave for a time the ninety-nine sheep to go in
search of the lost lamb. How I wish I could adequately describe the consolation we experience during these visits! Why don't those many pious brothers, who complain daily of the sterility of holy ministry, come and share our
blessed experience? For, despite the exhaustion and privations of our long
journeys across the high mountains surrounding us, we feel more happiness and joy in winning souls to Jesus Christ than in the enjoyment of all
the advantages of an easy and comfortable life, so generous is our good
Master in his rewards, even in this world.
Last year I was sent to give a [parish] mission in a large parish in the
northwestern part of the territory divided by a deplorable schism caused by
two unfortunate Mexican priests who had refused to submit and obey Monsignor Lamy's authority.4 I spent a week at the largest village attempting to
bring back to order and submission those persons who had had the weakness of allowing themselves to be led astray.' I had the consolation of caring
for a very great number of persons, [now] reconciled with our Mother the
Holy Catholic Church, who approached the tribunal of confession with
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the sincerest signs of repentance; more than four hundred persons returned
to Holy Communion. In the vicinity of one small chapel, which had fallen
into the hands of one of these unfortunate schismatics, an old man, father
of a large family, had been seduced by the influence on some of the faithful
that I've just referred to. 6 The schismatic priest, before having caused scandal, had administered the missions during more than thirty years. Finding
the [old] man at the point of death, he gave him the last sacraments some
days before my arrival. But touched by grace, [the old man] sent for me,
assembled his whole family, and asked their pardon, his eyes bathed in tears,
for the bad example he had given them. He received the sacraments from
my hand and died a few hours later in the best of dispositions.
I would have liked to continue visiting other villages in the same way,
but circumstances did not permit. Another mission awaited me in another
direction. I hurriedly returned to Santa Fe where I spent only a few days. In
a large village of Catholic Indians some 45 leagues [110 miles] southwest of
Santa Fe, an anabaptist minister had come to settle six years earlier with the
intention of establishing his sect. 7 Knowing the steadfast faith of those good
Indians, we had no well-founded fears until then, considering that they received a monthly visit from a Mexican priest, but having heard that a large
number had renounced their religion out of greed, it was necessary to set
out again quickly so as to snatch the prey from the enemy, if there was still
time. Fortunately, the evil was not so great as we had at first been told. It is
true that the minister of error had succeeded in building a small chapel and
that by dint of gifts and endearments he had gotten a limited number to go
hear him, by means of a well-paid interpreter, but he had not succeeded in
baptizing a single Indian. Quite the contrary, the chief of the tribe and the
leaders of the village complained bitterly about his nagging and about the
blasphemies that he vomited forth against the Church and her ministers.
Thinking that he was sent by the American authorities, the Indians did not
dare expel him from their villages; some of them even went so far as to
promise to become Protestants.
The second day [after I arrived], the minister had the curiosity to come
to Mass. I did not miss the opportunity to reproach him in public for his
knavery, and I revealed his imposture, pointing out to the Indians that he
was nothing but a speculator. He was only interested in business, buying up
all the grain in the vicinity he could seize in order to resell it at a high
price to the American troops and to the caravans leaving for California.
After Mass, he wanted to justify himself and to repeat his insults against
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our Religion, but the Indians chased him out of the cemetery in disgrace.
Since that time, seeing that he was scorned and deserted, he came to offer
his services to the American Protestants of Santa Fe, but since they themselves were divided into an infinity of different sects, they paid no attention
to the public invitations he constantly made in the newspapers. It is especially consoling to see that, despite the efforts of heresy, the Mexicans are
unshakeable in the faith of their fathers. s
Of all the ministers of the various sects who have sought to proselytize
among them, only one has succeeded in deceiving some proud persons. He
is a wretched Franciscan father from Mexico who, after having committed
the most awful scandals for more than ten years, finished by betraying his
Master, following the example of the traitor Judas, by becoming a Methodist. 9 Once again, it is strictly for greed that they renounced their religion, for
almost all of those he persuaded to follow him in his fall have nowadays
received a salary as ministers from the Protestant propaganda, and they spend
their days roaming the countryside, spreading their miserable pamphlets
everywhere, always seeking to attract popular attention but instead only arousing contempt and confusion. 1O
Mter having given those good Indians the necessary counsels to confirm
them in the faith, I continued my travels accompanied by two Mexicans as
guides or interpreters as far as the American fort built at the center of the
Navajo tribe. 1I During the three days' journey still before us, every so often
we encountered various groups of the nomadic natives of the land, the men
watching over their immense herds of horses, the women tending their many
flocks of sheep. Oh how I regretted that I could not spend several months in
their midst and, with the aid of my interpreter, announce the good news of
the Gospel to them! They seemed so docile and so intelligent, but the time
chosen by Providence had not yet come.
However, I had a favorable opportunity to speak some edifying words to
them on the second day. We had stopped at noon to eat a picnic lunch at
the foot of a small hill near a pleasant lake. A poor old man with white hair,
bolder than the rest, first came to sit down near us. The others, seeing my
black cassock from a distance, slowly drew near, and I made a sign to all
those I could see to come and sit on the grass as well. I recalled the example
of Our Lord teaching the people in the desert, and felt myself unworthy to
imitate that occasionY I inwardly begged the help of his grace both for
myself and for those who were hearing me. Having thus sat in the midst of
them, I told them of the great truths such as the creation, the redemption,
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the happiness of the other life. They all listened to me with rapt attention,
but when 1 asked the eldest if they believed and if they wished to become
Christians, they only smiled at each of these questions. Oh if only they had
accepted the slightest part of the religious instruction and of the graces that
so many Catholics in the world neglect, they would perhaps today be fervent Christians! What a terrible account [those Catholics] will have to render to God for the grace they have rejected!
After having broken the bread of the word of God for them, 1 also had
compassion on those poor savages living in the wilderness. 1gave them food
that they enjoyed in a very different way than the spiritual bread-and it
was not necessary to gather up the fragments,1J for in order not to tempt
Providence, 1had to put aside the provisions that 1thought were needed for
four persons during another two days' travel-but in recompense 1 gave
each of them a blessed medal of the holy virgin, asking our good mother to
grant them one day the joy of holy Baptism. After having smoked the peacepipe together and having shaken hands as a token of friendship, we separated, they to scatter in all possible directions and we to continue our journey
to Fort Defiance, where we arrived on Saturday 29 May, the eve of [the feast
on the most holy Trinity.
Hardly had I arrived when 1 saw a young American officer coming toward me, and after greeting me with great reverence he asked me in English ifI would hear his confession. 14 1answered him that I had come to the
fort to give all the Catholic soldiers the opportunity of performing their
religious duties. "I am delighted," he said to me, "to see a Catholic priest
again. For nearly six months 1 have traveled through the desert without
having the pleasure of hearing Holy Mass since 1 left California." 1 learned
later that he was an engineering officer, commissioned by the American
government to explore the Colorado River. He was converted to the Catholic faith some years earlier by the example of his ~orthy uncle, Doctor Ives,
formerly Bishop of the Anglican Church in North Carolina, who had renounced the honorable and well-paying post that he occupied to practice
the humility and poverty of Jesus ChristY The wife of the commandant is
also a devout and fervent convert baptized along with her mother and all
her family by one of our dear compatriots of Clermont, [Father Vincent]
Bacquelin, missionary ofIndiana, who died in 1846 after falling offhis horse
while going to visit his missions. 16
After having spent several days at the fort offering the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass and confessing the Catholic soldiers, 1 had to return in haste to
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Santa Fe, where I was expected. Monsignor Lamy had to leave on the fifteenth of June to attend the Provincial Council of Saint Louis despite the
distance of 500 leagues [1250 miles], 300 [750] of them through wilderness
areas.'7 My intent was not to leave [Santa Fe] again until his Grace should
return, but a very sad event soon forced me to travel to another distant part
of the diocese. On August 5, a courier arrived posthaste to bring the grim
news that one of our beloved brothers had been poisoned and that the crime
had all the marks of the most horrible sacrilege. IS Father Etienne Avel from
the Diocese of Clermont, one of the first missionaries who had come in
1854 to offer his help to Monsignor Lamy, had spent nearly four years in
Santa Fe laboring with tireless zeal and a dedication that had gained him
everyone's affection. However, since one of the most important missions of
the diocese, in the northwest [northeast is correct] part of the territory, had
been virtually abandoned, he was sent to repair the scandals caused by an
unfortunate priest and to quell the disorders which had resulted from them. 19
He then set out with a generosity and a courage worthy of a veritable apostle.
Alas! how far we were from foreseeing that in a month he would die, the
victim of the jealousy and hatred of reprobates, although a martyr of his
own zeal.
He was absent one day to go visit a large village some leagues from the
main parish, and on the day after his return, the third of August, the feast of
the finding of the relics of Saint Stephen, he heard some confessions and
began the Holy Sacrifice. He was unable to finish it completely, for at the
moment he took the chalice to receive the Precious Blood, he realized that
he was poisoned. His first reaction was to raise his eyes to heaven, doubtless
to offer to God the sacrifice of his own life. After having thus spent some
moments in prayer, he told the sacristan to go find some pure wine. During
that time the venom was having its fatal effect; he scarcely had time to
consecrate the new wine, give Holy Communion to the faithful, and see to
the purification of chalice and paten before his strength failed him. He
returned trembling to the sacristy, and when he had removed his vestments,
he returned for a minute before the Blessed Sacrament, went to commend
himself to the Holy Virgin at the foot of her altar, and left the church,
saying to some persons who were there, "Pray for me, I am dying, poisoned."
Completely forgetting himself, he thought of nothing but the glory of
God and acts of charity. Before taking any antidote, he wrote his last will,
giving his vestments and sacred vessels to the church, his books to Monsignor Lamy, and all else he owned to the poor and infirm. Meanwhile the
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concerned faithful pressed about him weeping and offering remedies, but
they had no effect-it was too late. Filled with resignation, he told those
about him not to weep for him, for he was happy to die on the feast day of
his patron saint. "Go to the church," he told them, "like worthy children.
Saint Stephen, pray for those who are the cause of my death." He took his
crucifix in his hands, pressed it against his lips, and died a few moments
later, amid feelings ofsublime trust and resignation. The admirable example
of charity that our beloved confrere gave by his death has produced the
most gracious results everywhere-many hardened sinners who up till then
had resisted grace, moved to tears, came to reconcile themselves to God.
But it is especially in Santa Fe, which had witnessed the drama of his zeal
for over several years, that the faithful whom he converted have given the
sincerest signs of their regret [over his death] and their gratitude. How beautiful it is, above all how consoling for the priest to see a group of persons
pause before the Holy Sacrament or at the feet of the Holy Virgin, offering
to God their communions, their rosaries, and all their good works for the
repose of the soul of their departed priest!
Monsignor President, if I did not know how intensely interested the pious subscribers to the work of La Societe de la Propagande de la Foi are in
the progress of our holy religion in the different parts of the Catholic world,
I would fear that I would be trying their patience by sending out such a long
letter. However, it is with confidence in their interest and solely for the
welfare of our dear missions in New Mexico that I again ask your indulgence to speak of the new territory of Arizona.
In August 1858, Monsignor Lamy received a decree from the Cardinal
Prefect of the Propaganda Fide in Rome joining to his diocese all the new
territory purchased in 1854 from the Mexican Republic. 20 I was accordingly
ordered to go in the name of Monsignor Lamy to take .possession of those
new colonies and to reassure their inhabitants and those from the ancient
missions of the State of Sonora, most of whom are still deprived of spiritual
aid. Having left Santa Fe on 3 November, I did not return until 24 March.
That new territory stretches about 150 leagues [375 miles] from north to
south and at least 300 leagues [750 miles] from east to west. The current
settled population, almost entirely Catholic and Mexican, includes nearly
fourteen thousand souls scattered throughout that immense area. For the
most part these villages lie on either side of the Rio Grande del Norte, the
main river that waters the beautiful valley of New Mexico. A single Mexican priest of the Diocese of Durango was burdened till now with visiting all
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those missions and the most distant villages. They are lucky if they hear
Holy Mass two or three times a year, and the faithful gathered with the
greatest eagerness during my two visits to them during my last trip.
Besides the new colonies that had belonged to the Diocese of Durango,
there are still, at a distance of 120 leagues [300 miles] southwest of the Rio
Grande, three formerly very important Indian missions and some Mexican
villages that lay within the jurisdiction of Monsignor the Bishop of Sonora,
and [the Diocese of Santa Fe] needed to take possession of them. At first I
merely visited them and announced that they belonged to the Diocese of
Santa Fe, for I had learned that Monsignor the Bishop of Sonora, who lives
in Culiacan, the capital of Sinaloa, had come to make the pastoral visitation of his diocese. I hastened to leave in order to inform His Grace of the
decree from Rome and to gather all the necessary information about the
ancient missions of Tucson, San Francisco Javier del Bac, and Tumacacori;
but Monsignor the bishop, who had decided to spend the entire year visiting the State of Sonora, was staying two or three weeks at each principal
parish. I was therefore obliged to ride as far as Guaymas and take ship on
the Gulf of California so as to arrive at Alamos where Monsignor Pedro
Loza was. It is a very pretty town of eight thousand souls 220 leagues [550
miles] from Tucson and more than 400 leagues [1000 miles] from Santa Fe.
The trip was long and difficult, but I was well compensated by the truly
fatherly welcome His Grace gave me. He not only immediately renounced
the jurisdiction he had over the various missions in favor of Monsignor
Lamy, but in the document he gave me, he personally recommepded me
and gave the necessary faculties for all parts of his diocese. I could not fail to
make use of them, for there too the need for priests is as clear as everywhere
else, since for a population of about 160,000 souls in Sonora there are only
15 priests, three of whom are bowed down by age and infirmities. Also, to
reward the piety of the faithful who wished to receive the sacraments, I was
obliged to spend several days in each parish I had to pass through, especially on the feasts of Christmas, New Year's, and Epiphany.
Once back in Tucson, the main village in the western part of the territory of Arizona, my first task was to make the necessary arrangements for
building a church, for on the following Sunday, seeing three quarters of the
faithful outside the tiny chapel, I was obliged to stand in the doorway to
speak to them. Seeing among them a great number of Americans of all
imaginable sects, I began to speak to them in English about the unity of the
faith, the essential mark of the true Church. Next I spoke to the Mexicans
to encourage them to build their church at once, promising them a priest
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only on that condition. I since learned that the enthusiasm of our Catholics
was so great that while the men cut the rock from the quarry, the women,
with admirable zeal, transported it themselves up to the building site of the
new church, nearly half a league distant. Even the Protestants came to offer
their contribution in money, materials, etc., etc. May our good Master one
day reward that generous act by also granting them the grace to join the
Church of Jesus Christ by receiving holy Baptism!
Amid the crowd, I noticed a certain number of nomadic Indians of the
Apache tribe, many of whom had come to ask me in sign-language to baptize them. How I deeply regretted not being able to speak to them in their
language so as to prepare them! But although I rushed to find an interpreter, time was lacking, for I had to return to Santa Fe immediately to
replace our dear fellow priest Msgr. Pierre Eguillon during the last weeks of
Lent-he is presently in France, appealing to the zeal and charity of some
new missionaries and obtaining the invaluable services of the Brothers of
the Christian Doctrine for the schools of our diocese. Since I could not, therefore, commit myself to instructing those poor Indians, I strongly recommend
that, before my arrival, each Mexican family prepare for Baptism all those
whom they had the time to instruct. I hope to have the consolation of baptizing many, for they seem so very well disposed.
I am setting out again from Santa Fe this week to go visit the remote
missions again, and on this trip I also intend to go all the way to the border
of New Mexico and California to visit a great number of men of all nationalities working in the silver mines which have just been discovered. Blinded
by greed in these earthly enterprises, they neglect ~he all-important concern of salvation. It is under the auspices of our kind Mother and during
this beautiful month of Mary that I will undertake this five- or six-month
journey. I thus depart full of trust in the protection of her whom we love to
call Queen of the Clergy. May the pious subscribers of the work offer to
God their fervent prayers for us and for those who are entrusted to us.
I have the honor to be, my Lord President, your devoted and grateful servant in Jesus,
J. P. Machebeuf
Vicar-General of Santa Fe
P.S.
My Lord President,
It was twenty years ago this very month that Monsignor Lamy and your
servant left France for the American missions under the direction of Monsignor J. B. Purcell, the Archbishop of Cincinnati. Since that time, accustomed
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to speaking and writing only foreign languages, we have partly forgotten
our mother tongue. You should not be surprised to find in this long letter
many repetitions, stylistic lapses, and perhaps even some grammatical ones,
since it is in the midst of a thousand duties in the holy ministry and during
stray moments that I have composed this letter out of obedience to Monsignor Lamy. But you have complete liberty to delete, change, or correct
whatever seems to you inappropriate. I have told what seemed to me most
interesting; I have made this attempt exclusively for the glory of God and to
inspire a love of zeal in the subscribers and in the young seminarians whom
Our Lord calls to the foreign missions.
Doubtless the letter will seem to you too long to be published in one
issue, but on page eight there begins a sort of second part where I speak of
the new territory of Arizona, so it might be published in two issues - but
that is up to you to decide.
Permit me again, my Lord President, to assure you of my respect and
great gratitude,
J. P. Machebeuf
Conclusion

Bishop Lamy frequently wrote both to Paris and to Lyon for financial help
from each of the Societes de la Propagation de la Foi, and he encouraged his
priests to do so as well. Machebeuf wished first that his letter would attract
French funding for the needy and expanding diocese and secondly that it
might be published in the Annales. We do not know about the funding, but
the letter was never published - until now.
Notes
1.

2.

Lettres edifiantes from missionaries like Machebeuf were in many cases published
in the Annales de la Propagation de la Foi. Parallel to the publication of the Lyon
and Paris sets of Annales were the French-Canadian Jesuit Relations, the Lettere
Edificanti of the Jesuits' Neapolitan Province, and the Cartas edificantes of some
Spanish-speaking provinces. The focus on the seminarians' missionary vocations
and the nuns' prayers gave rise to the two patrons of the missions: the apostolic
Francis Xavier and the cloistered Therese of Lisieux.
Some Hispano priests preferred to stay with the Durango Diocese after the American occupation of New Mexico. Other Lamy recruits dropped out of the priesthood for various reasons.
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3. The Franciscans and a few of the Durango diocesans tried to evangelize some of
the nomadic tribes, including the Navajo, but no tribe as such ever converted in its
entirety. There were, however, numerous detribalized individuals, or genizaros,
who assimilated into the Hispanic culture, Catholic religion, and gene pool. See
Angelico Chavez, "Genfzaros," in Southwest, ed. Alfonso Ortiz, vol. 9 of Handbook of North American Indians, 13 vols., ed. William C. Sturtevant (Washington,
D.C.: Smithsonian Institution, 1979), 198-200.
4- The word "mission" in the phrase "parish mission" refers to a set of sermons and
instructions designed to make Catholic parishioners more fervent; it is the Roman
Catholic equivalent of a Protestant revival. The "two unfortunate Mexican priests"
Machebeuf refers to were Frs. Antonio Jose Martinez and Mariano de Jesus Lucero,
who were excommunicated on 11 and 18 April 1858 respectively. See E. A. Mares,
ed., Padre Martinez: New Perspectives {rom Taos (Taos, N.Mex.: Millicent Rogers
Museum, 1988), 99-100 n. 30. On the "schism" to which Machebeuf refers, see
Paul Horgan, Lamy ofSanta Fe (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1975); Ray
John de Aragon, Padre Martinez and Bishop Lamy (Las Vegas, N.Mex.: Pan-Am,
1978); Fray Angelico Chavez, But Time and Chance (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press,
1981); and Mares, Padre Martinez. To his credit, Machebeuf names neither Martinez
nor Lucero in the letter.
5. The "largest village" in the parish is Don Fernando de Taos, the Hispanic settlement just south of the Taos Pueblo.
6. Perhaps it was Mariano de Jesus Lucero's church of Nuestra Senora de los Dolores
in Arroyo Hondo that Machebeuf refers to as a chapel.
7. The minister in question was Baptist Samuel Gorman (1816-19°8). Gorman arrived
in Laguna Pueblo in 1852 with a wife, two children, and a letter of recommendation
from Gov. William Carr Lane. Indian Agent Henry Lee Dodge gained Gorman
membership in the pueblo. Regarding the meaning of "anabaptist," some followers
ofHuldrych Zwingli (484-1531) stated that if a person had been baptized as a child,
a church should consider the rite invalid and insist on a second baptism.
8. Fr. Rafael Chavez of Seboyeta sued Gorman for trespass into and use of the Laguna Church, declaring in his lawsuit that Gorman "with force of arms broke and
entered said church and made a great noise preaching and singing therein." See
Valencia County, Third Judicial District, Civil Case 1854 #34, folder 537, New
Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe. The case was settled, Lewis
A. Myers suggests, "with nothing more than Baptist embarrassment," and Gorman
admitted later that he "preached in their church three or four times." See Myers, A
History of New Mexico Baptists (Albuquerque: The Baptist Convention of New
Mexico, 1965), 45-60; and Ernest S. Stapleton Jr., "History of Baptist Missions in
New Mexico" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1954), 163-68. Gorman
made a few converts, and a Laguna man, Jose Senon, was ordained to the ministry
but dropped out shortly after Gorman left the pueblo. Gorman's ailing wife died in
Santa Fe early in 1862, and the abolitionist Gorman left for the States as the Confederate army came north to the Ancient City. He returned to New Mexico various
times, dying at a great old age. See "Samuel Gorman," Old Santa Fe 1 (January

1914): 308 -31.
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9. The Franciscan Machebeuf refers to was Fray Benigno Cardenas. See Angelico
Chavez, "A Nineteenth-Century New Mexico Schism," New Mexico Historical Re-

view 58 (January 1983): 35-54; and Myers, "A History of New Mexico Baptists," 49, 51.
"Protestant propaganda" seems at first blush to be a nasty remark, but Machebeuf
is using "propaganda" in the sense of the Roman Congregatio de Propaganda Fide
and the Parisian Societe de la Propagation de la Foi to which he is writing this
letter in hopes of receiving money. The difference lies between "propagate" and
"propagandize." The "miserable pamphlets" are probably a low-church version of
the high-church Tractarian (or Oxford) Movement of 1833-1845. See endnote fifteen below on Bishop Levi Silliman Ives.
11. Because the U.S. Army frowned on Navajo raiding, it established Fort Defiance in
September 1851 about thirty miles southeast of Canon de Chelly, at the very center
of the Navajo world, in order to begin pacification and settlement. When the Civil
War began, the Army evacuated Fort Defiance. The Navajos reverted to raiding,
before being relocated by force to an encampment east of the Pecos in 1863. See
Clyde Kluckhohn and Dorothea C. Leighton, The Nava;os (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 1946); David M. Brugge, Nava;os in the Catholic Church
Records of New Mexico, 1694-1875 (Window Rock, Ariz.: The Navajo Tribe, 1968);
Gary Witherspoon, Language and Art in the Nava;o Universe (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1977); David M. Brugge, "Navajo Prehistory and History to
1850," in Southwest, ed. Alfonso Ortiz, vol. 10 of Handbook of North American Indian, 13 vols., ed. William C. Sturtevant (Washington: Smithsonian Institution,
1983), 489-5°5; Gary Witherspoon, "Navajo Social Organization," in Southwest,
ed. Alfonso Ortiz, vol. 10 of Handbook of North American Indian, 13 vols., ed. William C. Sturtevant (Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1983), 524-57; and Gary
Witherspoon, "Language and Reality in Navajo World View," in Southwest, ed.
Alfonso Ortiz, vol. 10 of Handbook of North American Indian, 13 vols., ed. William
C. Sturtevant (Washington: Smithsonian Institution, 1983), 570-60412. There are six gospel accounts of Christ miraculously multiplying bread; Machebeuf's
explicit mention of grass limits his scriptural references to Mark 6:34-44, Matthew

10.

14:13-21, and John 6:1-15·
13. "Gathering up the fragments" of miraculously-produced bread is a motif in all six
of the gospel narratives.
14. Lt. Joseph Christmas Ives (1828-1868) attended Yale and graduated fifth in his class
from West Point. His specialty was engineering, and in 1857 he was promoted to
first lieutenant and put in charge of an expedition up the Colorado River to scout
supply routes in case of a war against the Mormons. His steamboat, however, drew
too much water to work well in the driest late winter in human memory, so he sent
it down to the Sea of Cortes and hiked into the Grand Canyon, south to the Hopi
villages, and east to Fort Defiance, which he reached on 23 May 1858. He later
served as the architect and engineer for the Washington Monument. See Lewis R.
Freeman, The Colorado River: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow (New York: Dodds
and Mead, 1923), 147-67; and John A. Garraty and Mark C. Carnes, eds., American

National Biography, vol.

11

(New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 722.
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15· "Doctor Ives" or Levi Silliman Ives (1797-1867) dropped out of a Presbyterian seminary, sought rebaptism and confirmation in the Episcopal Church, entered the
. ministry, married the bishop's daughter, and was himself elected the second bishop
of North Carolina in 1831. He emphasized monasticism, auricular confession, the
real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, adoration of the reserved Sacrament, prayers
to saints, and other higher-than-high-church practices encouraged by the Tractarian
(or Oxford) Movement of 1833-1845. Inevitably he resigned his office, went to Rome,
and formally submitted himself to Pope Pius IX on Christmas 1852. He spent the
remainder of his active life in Catholic charities of many sorts. See The National
Encyclopedia ofAmerican Biography, vol. 5 (New York: James T. White and Company, 1907),409; Garraty and Carnes, American National Biography, vol. 11, 72324; and Richard Rankin, "Bishop Levi S. Ives and High Church Reform in North
Carolina," Anglican and Episcopalian History 57 (1989): 298-319.
16. The "commandant" Machebeuf refers to was Col. William Thomas Harbaugh
"Bully" Brooks (1821-187°). A West Point graduate and head of the Third Infantry,
Brooks led his men during an important skirmish against the Navajos on 10 October 1858. Sick from the climate during the Mexican War and from wounds received in the Civil War, he died in Alabama on 19 July 1870. Strangely, Machebeuf
does not mention that Brooks and his family were parishioners in Santa Fe while
the colonel commanded Fort Marcy for several years beginning in December 1852.
See Maurice Frink, Fort Defiance and the Navajos (Boulder, Colo.: Pruett Press,
1968), 43-45. Fr. Vincent Bacquelin, who baptized the family of Colonel Brooks,
was born in Clermont-Ferrand in the Auvergne and came to the United States with
Simon Gabriel Brute, the first bishop of Indiana. Bacquelin finished his studies at
Saint Mary's Seminary in Baltimore, and Brute ordained him on 25 April 1837.
After nine years of work in Indiana, Bacquelin died while returning from a sick
call. Yellow-jackets attacked his horse, which bolted and threw him against a tree.
He died early the next morning on 2 September 1846. Janet Newland, associate
archivist of the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, generously provided information for
Bacquelin's biography.
17. Saint Louis had become the see of an archdiocese in 1847, and in 1858 Archbishop
Peter Richard Kenrick summoned the Second Provincial Council that included
all the vicars-apostolic and bishops within the Saint Louis Province. See Paul
Horgan, Lamy of Santa Fe (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1976), 257-59;
Canones et Decreta Sacrosancti Oecumenici Concilii Tridentini, Session 24, "On
Reformation," Chapter 2 (1563); Pius IX, encyclical "Cum Nuper," January 1858.

18. Machebeufhere refers to the death ofFr. Etienne Avel in Mora. Among the many
recitals of Avel's death are William Howlett, The Life of Bishop Machebeuf (1908;
reprint, Denver, Colo.: Regis College, 1987),239-41; Horgan, Lamy of Santa Fe,
260-61; Rowena A. Rivera and Thomas J. Steele, S.J., "Territorial Documents and
Memories: Singing Church History," New Mexico Historical Review 67 (October
1992): 395-99, reprinted with a few changes in Thomas J. Steele, Folk and Church
in New Mexico (Colorado Springs: Hulbert Center for Southwest Studies, The
Colorado College, 1993), 83-86.
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19. The "unfortunate priest" was Fr. Pieter Hans Munnicom. Because Father Avel was
in the process of replacing Father Munnicom, there was some suspicion that
Munnicom was the murderer. Both Machebeuf and Lamy initially thought
Munnicom guilty; he was tried for murder on 20 November 1858 but swiftly acquitted. An Anglo named Noel was later suspected of the murder because Father
Munnecom had broken up Noel's relationship with a local woman. See Santa Fe
Weekly Gazette, 18 December 1858; Ritch Papers Concerning the History of New
Mexico, 1839-c. 1885, p. 282, r. 7, microfilm, Center for Southwest Research,
Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque; and Gabriel Ussel,
"Memoir," 1=76-77, 80-83, Colorado Historical Society, Denver.
20. The Gadsden Purchase (which occurred in 1853, not 1854) acquired territory in
New Mexico and Arizona for the purpose of establishing railroad routes to the
Pacific. Machebeuf refers to the entire Gadsden Purchase as "Arizona"; we would
call it southeastern New Mexico and southern Arizona. Machebeufs journey enabled Sonora Bishop Pedro Loza y Pardave to sign the transfer of the Sonora-Arizona part of the Gadsden property on 16 January 1859. For further versions of the
trip, see James H. Defouri, Historical Sketch ofthe Catholic Church in New Mexico
(1887; reprint, Las Cruces, N.Mex.: Yucca Tree Press, 2003), 101-13; Jean Baptiste
Salpointe, Soldiers of the Cross (Banning, Calif.: St. Boniface's Industrial School,
1898), 224-28; William Howlett, The Life of Bishop Machebeuf, 244-49; Horgan,
Lamy of Santa Fe, 261-74; and Lynn Bridgers, Death's Deceiver: The Life ofloseph
P. Machebeuf (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1997), 43-50.

Subject of Inquiry
AN

1873 EXPEDITION THROUGH

Claude

J.

NEW MEXICO AND ARIZONA

Fouillade

D

uring the nineteenth century, the world's scholars, especially the
French, became fascinated with the American West. They founded
societies to study and exchange ideas about the geography, Native people,
customs, and languages of the West. Sometimes, these fledgling societies
introduced discussions on inaccuracies and misconceptions about the region. A lack of scientific training and rigor were at the base of these misconceptions. Often, inaccuracies were the result of misinterpretations of written
descriptions made by travelers to the American West. These reports generated much interest and discussion at the meetings of the societies and, as a
result, perpetuated myths about the people and places in the accounts. The
report of the 1873 expedition through New Mexico and Arizona led by Lt.
A. H. Russel, which Charles Schoebel read to the members of the Societe
Americaine de France, reflected both the intense interest of scholars in the
American West and the myths and misinterpretations of the region. I

The author thanks John P. Wilson, who generously provided place name information, his colleagues at New Mexico State University, Dr. Nancy J. McMillan and Dr. Timothy F.
Lawton, for their geological expertise, as well as Dr. Scott Rushforth, who generously offered
his help with questions regarding anthropological and linguistic issues. He also thanks Dr.
Gregory A. Finnegan, Associate Librarian for Public Services and Head of Reference, Tozzer
Library, Harvard University for his help locating the biographical information on Charles
Schoebel. He relied on Antonia and Calvin Dominguez of Chinle, Arizona, to attempt the
translation of the Navajo sentence that is included in the report. Dr. Claude Fouillade is Associate Professor of French at New Mexico State University, Las Cruces.
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Founded in Paris in 1857, the Societe Americaine de France aimed to
"encourage the study of the past life of the peoples of the American continent."z The importance of the organization is evident through the membership of well-known scholars such as Leon de Rosny and Ernest Renan. 3
From the Societe's inception, interest in the field of American studies grew
steadily. By 1863, another organization known as the Societe d'Ethnographie

de Paris organized a committee dedicated to the study of American archeology.4 An international meeting held in Nancy, France, in July 1875 evinced
the prominence of the Societe Americaine de France and the study of the
American West. Scholars from every country in Europe and South America,
as well as representatives from Turkey, Japan, Mexico, and Canada, involved
in the study of America and its Native people participated in the meeting.
Professor Joseph Henry, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institute, and Robert
C. Winthrop, President of the Massachusetts Historical Society, represented
the United States.' Besides the objective to formulate and adopt the articles
of organization for the Societe Americaine de France, the conference agenda
included several papers that discussed "alleged Pre-Columbian voyages and
the traces of possible contact between the eastern and the western continents prior to 1492."6
Charles Schoebel (1813-1888), who read the report of Russel's expedition
at the meeting in Nancy, was a well-established scholar with a strong interest in languages; early in his career he authored a comparative study of the·
German language,7 Later, Schoebel combined his linguistic pursuits with
the study of religion and wrote several studies on the Bible and on Buddhism. s Reviewers of his day sometimes criticized his works, but the scholarly community respected him enough to invite him to read his paper, Le

rituel brahmanique du respect social, traduit du Sanscrit, for the inaugural
session of the Congres provincial des orientalistes fraw;ais in 1874-9 In 1878
the Societe Americaine de France bestowed upon Schoebel the honor of a
life membership and elected him its president in 1880. He was also one of
the founding members of the Societe d'Ethnographie and a member of its
board for a long time. 1II Schoebel's combined work in languages and comparative religion entrenched him in the controversial and indefensible ethnographic and anthropological discourse related to racial hierarchy that took
place in France in the second half of the nineteenth century and in the
early twentieth century. Like many, he held views that are considered offensive todayn
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Editorial Note
The report Schoebel presented in 1875 included observations about the
geology and the flora of New Mexico and Arizona. The geological terminology used in 1875 has changed, so the text has been modernized for ease
of reading and to ensure accuracy. Some of the New Mexico place names
have also changed over the past 150 years. In these cases, the text maintains
the historical toponyms and the modern place names are provided in the
notes. Italicized words in the report presented here are also consistent with
the original. This text does convert degrees Celsius to degrees Fahrenheit.
Inaccuracies in the report, which the conclusion addresses, remain in the
translation. The translation that follows is of the original French text published by the Societe Americaine de France.

The Report of Charles Schoebel
Allow me a few moments to tell you about the expedition that Lieutenant
A. H. Russel undertook in 1873 through parts of New Mexico and Arizona.
My report is based upon a little-known report sent to the illustrious geographer
Petermann by one of the members of the expedition, the geologist O. Loew. 12
The five travelers left Santa Fe, the capital of New Mexico, on 18 June
1873. They crossed a sandy land to the village of Ildefonso on the Rio
GrandeY There, the local priest invited them to make camp in the courtyard of the presbytery, and soon a crowd of Indians surrounded them, overwhelmed them with questions, wanting to see and touch everything. In
vain, the padre shouted "maldito!, maldito!" [Curse you! Curse you!] at
these irksome and inquisitive people, ordering them to leave the courtyard.
They would not budge. To entertain his guests, the good Father took them
to his church which, he told them, was a very old masterpiece, as it had
been built over 120 years earlier!14 They saw nothing but a simple building
without windows, garishly painted in many colors and decorated with a
superabundance of saints. In the course of the conversation, the travelers
discovered that the padre was ignorant of Galileo's discovery as well as the
opposition to the infallibility of the pope. 15
From the church, the learned members of the expedition went to a nearby
hill where mammoth fossils had been found. They dug a little, resulting in
the discovery of many other bones, which unfortunately, were not enough
to reconstruct a complete specimen. The padre then showed them a spot
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where gold had once been panned from a placer mine. "Me gusta mas el
oro que los huesos," [I prefer gold to bones] he said.
All the land between Santa Fe and Ildefonso is composed of sandstone
and pure sand. Among the lowest foothills of the mountain to the north
limestone rock is often associated with coal formation. An interesting insect, the honey ant, myrmecocystus mexicanus, lives in this area. This species digs narrow corridors two to three feet into the ground. The openings
are crater-like formations about two inches in diameter. When dug open,
areas are exposed where these honey ants are stacked as winter food for nonhoney producing workers responsible for other activities around the colony.
The abdomen of these ants is a container of honey that can swell to the
size of a green pea. The globe is so translucent that one can see the microscopic entrails of the insect that can still move its head and legs, but cannot
crawl. One can judge the disproportion between the weight of the insect
and that of the honey it produces by learning that the honey weighs 240
milligrams while the insect's body only weighs 4 milligrams.
Traveling farther westward, the expedition reached a high plateau 10,000
feet above sea-level composed of basalt and cryolith. The rich alpine landscape displayed grasses adorned with beautiful pines, oaks and quaking aspens, watered by abundant springs. The tropical flora had disappeared as if
by enchantment, because the nights here, even in summer, are noticeably
cold. While traveling towards Ojos Calientes, they went through a narrow
valley called the Canon de San Diego, where Mr. Russel found in a cave
obsidian that has been worked. 16 They soon reached the western edge of the
plateau with a magnificent view of a forest of columns twenty to sixty feet
high and four to twelve feet thick. Each of these columns consists of an
agglomerate of sand and fragments of rocks topped by a rocky capital. There
is no doubt that this geological phenomenon is the result of water erosion.
They named this place "Monument Canon."
Then, they went down 1700 feet into an area where they again found
cacti, and reached the warm springs at Oios Calientes. There are two groups
of thermal springs some two miles apart. A large spring gushes from one of
these springs at a temperature of 169° F.; nearby there are three more with a
temperature of 119° F. along with seven smaller ones with temperatures of
104° to 113° F. Their chemical make-up consists of sodium chloride, sodium
sulfate, calcium carbonate and magnesium. An analysis also shows the presence of silicic acid, iron as well as lithic salts. Those springs that have a
temperature of 119° F. are covered with a particular species of algae of a
vivid green color.
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Patients come from everywhere in New Mexico to take the waters here,
especially those that suffer from syphilis. Nearby one can see the grandiose
ruins of a building with an octagonal towerY It is 90 to 100 feet tall and 32
feet wide. The natives give the usual answer "~Quien sabe?" [Who knows]
when asked for information about this building.
Traveling south, the expedition then set up camp in Jemez Pueblo. ls The
travelers were quickly surrounded by a large number of curious Indians,
and Mr. Russel seized the occasion to start a vocabulary list. As the inhabitants speak Spanish as well as their native language, he was soon able to
compile a list of 200 words. The native word for these Indians is Val/atoa; the
Spaniards changed it to Jemez. 19 The men wear a white shirt with a belt, cloth
pants, moccasins on their feet and a bright red headband on their shiny black
hair. The women's clothing resembles that of women in Greek antiquity.
The village is laid out along straight and parallel streets and gives the
feeling that the inhabitants live a comfortable life.
To irrigate their fields, they have built large aqueducts as rain is scarce
here. There is also a Catholic church and two temples to Montezuma called
estufas [kivas]/O The church stands alone and is half in ruins. The priest,
who preached morals to the Indians, did not observe his own teachings, and
had to flee followed by the jeers of his flock. These fine people proved themselves more virtuous than a bishop in Guatemala who, when confronted by
one of his parish priests accompanied by his concubine and followed by his
numerous progeny, gave to all the benediction naively requested by the
'fine' priest, and answered a witness to this scene who expressed his surprise
at his Grace's laxity: "What do you want me to do? They're all like that."
When they paid a visit to the govemador, they asked his permission to go
see the holy temples of Montezuma, which was granted. These temples
have neither doors nor windows; one enters through an opening in the roof
reached by ladders. Inside, they saw the hearth where the perpetual fire
burns until the return of Montezuma who will then establish his universal
empire. On the walls of the temple were paintings of Indians hunting deer
and bears, and a rainbow resting, at both ends, on two chairs with the sun
rising behind and lightning cleaving the air. zl The artist who had painted
these masterpieces was with them and expressed his satisfaction when he
saw them take such interest in his paintings.
Although they had abandoned the Roman Catholic Church, the locals
had nevertheless maintained the feast of San Pedro, which was being celebrated just then with horse races through the streets of the village. The
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women were standing on the roofs and squirted water on the racers running
last. It is worth mentioning that no alcoholic beverage is tolerated at Jemez.
From Jemez they traveled a wide northward curve through an area that
was fascinating from a geological point of view. It was poor in vegetation
and lacked water since the soil is composed of sandstone or chalk. Eventually, they reached Nacimiento and from there, by going in a southwesterly
direction across an even sadder desert, Willowsprings [sic]. 11 There, the large,
constantly bubbling spring produces clear and fresh water containing traces
of hydrosulfuric acid. There is only one house at Willowsprings.
Then the mission reached San Mateo, a small Mexican colony at the
foot of Mount Taylor. 2J Its circumference is considerable and forms the line
of separation of waters between the Pacific Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico.
However, as there was no water, the expedition hastened westward for two
days to reach the oasis of Bacon Springs .14 It arrived afterwards at Fort Wingate
on July 9 having traveled through a countryside, its upland covered with
juniperus occidentalis, pinus edulis and cacti showing clearly the dryness of
the terrain. Here and there the travelers saw petroglyphs engraved in sandstone rocks and also broken shards of pottery whose bright colors were
generally well preserved. Formerly, this area was doubtless well populated
but then the climate was not as dryas at present when only the rains of
July and August promote the fertility of the soil indispensable for the survival of man and beast. Even now, in July, rain was scarce and often Mr.
Russel heard Mexicans explain in plaintive tones: "iNo cae agua!" [There
is no rain!].
From Fort Wingate, the travelers undertook several side trips in the area
where the sandstone formations often take on grotesque shapes. One fine
morning, the expedition was surprised by the arrival of three Navajo Indians, who sat down without a word and, according to Mr. Loew, watched
them prepare their meal while they smoked tobacco they had rolled inside
corn husks. As they understood a little Spanish, the travelers invited them to
eat with them. When they asked them jokingly if they ran the risk of getting
scalped, their guests burst out laughing and replied: "No tse-tse-tsokhiskhan!"15
Fort Wingate was built in 1864.16 It is nothing more than a military post
without fortifications like most of the "forts" in the farwest [sic]. It was
built to keep in check the Navajos who still number about 8,500 and who
used to raid the white population as often as they could. Nowadays, this
turbulent tribe has been tamed and has been assigned a "reservation" located to the north of Wingate. It covers a great tract of land whose central
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town is Defiance on the border of New Mexico and Arizona, forty miles
from Wingate.
The Navajos frequently paint their entire bodies. Once, Mr. Russel saw
two of them who had smeared their bodies with white clay, from head to
toe. When asked why they did that, they answered that it was to protect
them from the heat. The language of these Indians is rich in guttural sounds
much like Apache, a similar language. Unlike them or any other nomadic
tribes, are the settled Indians called Pueblos. There are nineteen such tribes
in New Mexico. The language of each tribe is so different from any other
that there are indeed as many languages as there are tribes, so that to communicate among themselves, they must use Spanish 27
When the Spaniards entered New Mexico for the first time, they found
many pueblos inhabited by Indians. There remains a description of them
written by Castanada [sic] in 1540.28 A rebellion against the yoke of the conquerors broke out in 1560, but it was repressed and the vanquished were sent
to the mines. A second uprising took place in 1680; this time it was successful. However in 1692, the Spaniards were able to reestablish their domination and, to prevent another revolt, they flooded the country with Jesuits
who know how to break souls to the point that they can no longer even
conceive a desire for freedom. Nevertheless, the Indians rose up a third
time and again were able to force their oppressors to flee. It is only in 1846
that the United States was able to conquer the land, and now there is not
the slightest chance for these poor natives to regain possession of their ancestrallands.
The expedition left Fort Wingate on July 18 heading towards Defiance and
then the Moquis villages in Arizona. It spent its first night near Stinkingsprings
[sic ],19 a place that owes its name to the hydrogen sulfide gas in its water. The
vegetation is very poor there. Half a mile away to the west, one crosses the
Rio Puerco mayor that is also known as the greater Rio Puerco of the West.
There was not a drop of water in its bed but a large plant of the Helianthus
family was seen in abundance. When the travelers stopped at nightfall, they
found no wood, no water, nor enough grass for the animals. The next day,
they reached Defiance where a half-dozen white people live. It is located at
the mouth of Canon Bonito which crosses a small stream. The Canon is a
quarter of a mile long and its sandstone walls reach a height of almost five
hundred feet and lean some twenty to thirty degrees to the east.
Mr. Russel and Loew the geologist took a side trip to diamond fields that
are located ten miles to the northeast. JO Their formation is a compound of
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quartz conglomerate, calcareous rocks and pure sand. The sand is rich in
garnets of a beautiful crimson color. Their presence at this location can be
explained by the decomposition of a syenite rock that was washed here by
water. These diamond fields were much talked about a few years ago.
On their way back to Defiance, the travelers visited a small Navajo colony.
The chief of the band had two daughters that were busy weaving blankets
and clothing. The blankets, made of sheep wool and decorated with many
designs, are well made and quite warm. It is curious that the women have
adopted all the manners of ladies in the civilized world.
A few miles west of Defiance a high plateau is covered with different
species of pine trees of remarkable size. They reach a height of more than
120 feet and have a diameter of 3 to 4 feet at the base. They produce so much
sap that often their branches touch the ground, grow roots and form new

trees next to the mother tree. From the highest point of this plateau, one
can see three buttes far towards the north and the east that the Natives call

Trastsi-tschibito, Sosila, and Tis-tsit-loU' Towards evening, distant thunder
and heavy dark clouds warned the travelers of the coming of the rainy season. They followed a track that led them down and away from the forested
area. From there to the Moqui Indian villages one crosses a terrain with
undulating hills covered with pinus edulis and elder trees on the heights
and with withered grass and shriveled bushes in the lower lands. True, here
and there springs surrounded by green meadows can be seen but these rarely
extend more than a quarter mile. Near each of these springs a few Navajo
families live with their sheep and goats. These Indians were always welldisposed towards the travelers.
Defiance, on the western border of New Mexico, lies about one hundred
English miles away from the Moqui villages in eastern Arizona. Tertiary
rock formations are prevalent in the eastern half of this area while cretaceous formations are more frequently found in the western half. The expedition, climbing the steep slopes of calcareous sandstone in this area
examined a cave that the Navajos believe to be sacred. Its walls are covered
with all kinds of drawings. It is called Ta-a-te-tose. There is a limpid spring
inside. Entry is difficult because the entrance is one hundred feet above the
base of the mountain. This cave is used as a meeting place by the various
tribes that live widely dispersed, whenever they feel the need for a common
council. One of the Navajos solemnly told the travelers that they were the
first white people to have seen this place.
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On the sixth day after they left Defiance, the expedition reached the
land of the Moquis, about whom so many strange things were said. 32 The
travelers saw before them a large sandy basin whose monotony was unrelieved by any greenery, trees or even a single shrub. Ten miles to the west,
the horizon of this desert is walled off by a completely barren sandstone
ridge: this is where the Moquis live.
As they approached the sandstone cliffs, the travelers soon saw houses at
an airy height, then people seeming to be greatly excited at the arrival of
these strangers. There was only one narrow and steep path by which one
could reach the top of the plateau, and several Moquis had been posted to
learn if the travelers were friends or foes. It all ended with a vigorous and
cordial handshake and the visitors were welcomed as friends.
Little is known about the Moquis, except that there is permanent hostility between them, the Navajos and Apaches. The Spaniards discovered them
in the sixteenth century and, since then, few Europeans have had contact
with them. It is estimated that there are 2,500 of them spread over six villages placed on top of four mesas seven to eight miles apart. These native
families are more of a European than a Mongolic type. Within their sea of
sand, they live in perfect security from attacks by hostile Indians, and their
children, as in ancient Greek and Roman idylls, live among goats and quench
their thirst with pure milk from the engorged udders of these nurses of heroes and gods.
Although the first three villages that the travelers visited are not more
than fifty feet apart, surprisingly in one called· Tehua, the people speak a
language that is not understood by inhabitants of the other twO. 33 The Tehuas
are as little understood by the Moquis as the Germans are by the French. If
several of the Tehuas had not learned the language of the Moquis, there
would be no communication between them. Therefore, the Tehuas are not
Moquis, but, as a Moqui once said to the travelers, they settled here only
one hundred years ago.
As for the religion of these Indians who wear clothing and do not smear
their body with any color, it is difficult to learn anything specific. When
they were asked if they revered Montezuma, they answered "No sabe" [I
don't know] and one of them said that he thought the true god was the sun.
In any case they have no religious buildings or priests, but they often assemble in caves and they own figurines carved in wood. Are these their
gods? In any case, they are not, since they are willing to exchange them for
a little tobacco.

318

~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 80, NUMBER 3

Conclusion
Charles Schoebel's report is indicative of the enthusiasm for the study of
American anthropology among the French, and the rest of the world, in the
nineteenth century. This deeply rooted curiosity was prevalent among scholars and writers as well as the French populace. During the eighteenth century, the recollections of travelers such as James Cook and Louis Antoine de
Bougainville had introduced French society to the perceived "simple life"
of tribal societies. In 1801 Fran<;ois-Rene deChateaubriand published the
story of Atala, a young Indian woman who lived in Louisiana H In subsequent years, simultaneous with the development of exoticism as a literary
theme, a broad fascination with the discovery of other lands, and especially
the Americas, emerged. Detailed publications about all the travels and discoveries in the Americas since Christopher Columbus circulated throughout the continent. 35 Pedro de Castaneda de Najera's account of the Coronado
expedition, mentioned in the 1873 report, was also available to the French
reader in a collection that endeavored to explain the history of the discovery
of America. 36 The popularity of fiction and factual reports helped to disseminate misconceptions about the Americas.
The report of the 1873 expedition contains some historical inaccuracies.
For example, no historical evidence exists for a rebellion in New Mexico in
1560. Moreover, Francisco de Ibarra's 1563 expedition apparently did not
reach the Rio Grande pueblos, thus a conflict directed at the Spaniard was
impossible. 37 Schoebel (or Loew) seems to confuse 1560 with 1580-1581, the
years of the expedition to New Mexico led by Fray Agustin Rodriguez, during which Indians killed four members of the party. Another possibility is
that the 1875 print of the report permutated "156o" from "1650," a time of
"increasing restlessness among the Pueblos and a growing hostility on the
part of the Apache tribes."38 Whatever the case, one can hardly call this
episode a rebellion.
The report mentions that the vanquished members of the "1560 rebellion" were sent to the mines as punishment. The Spanish did not have mining operations in New Mexico before 1725.39 The discussion of the aftermath
of the rebellion of 1680 includes the remark that the Spaniards "flooded the
country with Jesuits who know how to break souls to the point that they can
no longer even conceive a desire for freedom." This statement exaggerates
the role of the Jesuits in the colonization of New Mexico and eastern Arizona. The Franciscans Friars, rather than the Jesuits, were the first to estab-
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lish convents and schools and provide spiritual comfort to the Native population of Mexico, and they were the first to follow explorers, starting shortly
after the arrival of Hernan Cortes, wherever they went. 40 The friar Marcos
de Niza, who entered New Mexico in 1539, joined the Coronado expedition
of 1540 with several other Franciscans. Fray Agustin Rodriguez and the other
priests who were part ofthe ill-fated expedition of 1580 were also Franciscans. 4!
The Franciscans attempted to convert the Hopis in 1628, when Fray Francisco Porras, Fray Andres Gutierrez, and Fray Cristobal de Concepcion are
said to have converted several of them and to have miraculously restored
the vision of a young Hopi boy.4z When the Jesuits were finally expelled
from all Spanish territories in the New World in 1767, the Franciscan Friars
continued until the later part of the eighteenth century the work that the
Jesuits had undertaken in other parts of the Southwest and built on the
foundations the Jesuits had established thereY
The travelers did not seem to have spent much time among the Hopis;
the text of the report comes to an abrupt end once they reach Hano, which
may explain why the report erroneously mentions that the Hopis live on
four mesas. 44 The limited anthropological information that the report provides may be due to poor communication between the travelers and the
local people. The report indicated that Lieutenant Russel quickly collected
some two hundred words from his local interlocutors in Jemez Pueblo. There
is no mention of a similar attempUo gather words during the expedition's
stay on the Hopi mesas. The observation regarding the nurturing of children with goat's milk as in the days of Greek and Roman antiquity illustrates
the absence of Hopi perspective. The use of classical antiquity confirms
that the travelers based their comments in the report on what they saw rather
than what they were told; while this idyllic scene is a suggestive image for a
European reader, a Hopi would not use such a frame of reference.
A surprising example of narrow perception in the report is the statement
that the Hopis had no religious building or priests. This error may be due to
lack of information available to Schoebel or Loew and reflects the Hopis'
reluctance to discuss their beliefs with outsiders who could interfere with
their way of life. However, the "caves" where the Hopis assembled did not
remind the travelers of the "estufas" or kivas at Jemez Pueblo, which they
had described as two temples to Montezuma, and that is astonishing. 45
The final comment of the report regarding the trade of the wooden figurines for tobacco appears condescending. Limited communication at Hano
suggests that the members of the expedition did not know of the tobacco
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clan in Hopi villages, although it is possible that the travelers were aware of
the use of tobacco as a gift. 46 The trivialization of the wooden figurines is
especially surprising as it seems to contradict the expressed goal of the Societe
Americaine de France to contribute "to the progress of the study of the ethnography, linguistics, and historic relations of the two Americas."47
Overall, the report that Schoebel gave to the members of the Societe
Americaine de France in 1875 is an important cultural document. The paper, and its audience, exhibit the continued and growing appetite throughout the nineteenth century for information about the Americas, and the
American Southwest in particular. At the same time, the somewhat unscientific approach to scientific discovery demonstrates that there was still much
to be learned, formalized, and appreciated by the scientists of the time.
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Nacimiento. Willow Springs is an earlier name for the El Dado stage stop, fifteen
miles northeast of San Mateo. Julyan, The Place Names of New Mexico, 102, u8.
23. Julyan, The Place Names of New Mexico, 317-18.
2{. Before it became known as Coolidge, this locality was known as Cranes after William "Uncle Billy" Crane who was supplying nearby Fort Wingate with hay and
beef from his headquarters at Bacon Springs. Julyan, The Place Names of New
Mexico, 94.
25. This answer seems to be a combination of Navajo and Spanish. One can imagine the
content of the response suggested by the initial "no" and the possibility that the rest
of the answer may be an inaccurate transcription of the words "head" and "cut."
26. In fact, a fort had been in this general area since 1849. It was named Fort Wingate
in 1862 and has been at its present location since 1868. Julyan, The Place Names
of New Mexico, 137. For an illustration of the officers' quarters at Fort Wingate,
see Andrew K. Gregg, New Mexico in the 19th Century: A Pictorial History (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1968), 153. For a discussion on the
naming of Fort Wingate, see Robert B. Roberts, Encyclopedia of Historic Forts:
The Military, Pioneer, and Trading Posts of the United States (New York:
Macmillan, 1988), 534-35.
27. In fact, there are three different families of American Indian languages spoken in
New Mexico. For a more detailed discussion, see Kenneth Hale and David Harris,
"Historical Linguistics and Archeology," in Southwest, ed. Alfonso Ortiz, The Handbook of North American Indians: Southwest, vol. 9, ed. William C. Sturtevant and
Alfonso Ortiz (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1979), 170-77.
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28. Pedro de Castaneda de Najera was a member and chronicler of the expedition that
Coronado undertook in the Southwest. His original text Relaci6n de la ;omada de
Cibola compuesta par Pedro de Castaneda de Ndcera donde se trata de todas aquellos
poblados y ritos, y costumbres, la cual fue el ano de 1540 is only available as a copy
made in 1596.
29. George M. Wheeler's map "Parts of Eastern Arizona and Weste'rn New Mexico
Atlas Sheet No. 76" (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Geographical Surveys West of the
lOoth Meridian Graphic Co., 1976) shows a spring some eleven miles WNW of
Wingate. When John Gregory Bourke visited this same area, he stated that on

30.

31.

32.

33.

H.
35.
36.

37.

Sunday, 24 April 1881, "the ranch at the Mineral Spring (ferruginous) 12 m. from
Fort Wingate furnished our relay." See Lansing B. Bloom, ed., "Bourke on the
Southwest," pt. VIII, "Chapter XV: First Visit to the Navaho," New Mexico Historical Review 11 (January 1936), 80. Both items appear to reference the same spring.
For a discussion on the diamond field in McKinley County reported in 1872 by the
U.S. surveyor general for New Mexico, see Stuart Alvord Northrop, Minerals of
New Mexico, rev. ed. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1959),215.
Sosila may be a reference to the Sonsola Buttes in the vicinity of Crystal, New
Mexico. See Robert W. Young and William Morgan, The Nava;o Language: A
Grammar and Colloquial Dictionary (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
198o), 690. A more likely possibility, however, is that Sosila refers to the Sonsela
Buttes located at the head of Canyon de Chelly in Arizona. See Will C. Barnes,
Arizona Place Names, with an introduction by Bernard L. Fontana (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988),417, I was not able to identify the other buttes.
See J. O. Brew, "Hopi Prehistory and History to 1850," in Southwest, ed. Alfonso
Ortiz, The Handbook ofNorth American Indians: Southwest, vol. 9, ed. William C.
Sturtevant and Alfonso Ortiz (Washington, D'-C.: Smithsonian Institution Press,
1979), 514-23.
For a discussion on this linguistic environment, see Michael B. Stanislawski, "HopiTewa," in Southwest, ed. Alfonso Ortiz, The Handbook of North American Indians:
Southwest, vol. 9, ed. William C. Sturtevant and Alfonso Ortiz (Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1979), 587-602. Stanislawski states that "the Tewa
were 'first speakers' for First Mesa. They were serving as go-betweens in English,
Spanish, Navajo, and other languages as early as 1850 and were the official interpreters by the 187os-1890s" (p. 587)' The content of this essay clearly proves that
the members of the expedition had arrived at the Tewa village known today as Hano.
Fran\,ois-Rene de Chateaubriand, Atala, trans. James Spence Harry and illus.
Gustave Dore (Chicago: Belford, Clarke, and Co., 1886).
See for instance Alcide d'Orbigny, Voyage pittoresque dans les deux Ameriques. ..
(Paris: Tenre, 1836).
See Voyages, relations et memoires originaux pour servir /'histoire de la decouverte de
/'Amerique, publies pour la premiere fois: Relation du voyage de Cibola entrepris en
1540, vol. 9, ed. H. Ternaux-Compans (Paris: Arthus Bertrand, 1838).
See J. Lloyd Mecham, Francisco de Ibarra and Nueva Vizcaya (1927; reprint, New
York: Greenwood, 1968).
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38. France V. Scholes, "Troublous Times in New Mexico, 1659-1670: Chapter I, Introduction," New Mexico Historical Review 12 (April 1937): l44.
39. For a discussion of the history of mining in this area, see Homer E. Milford, Cultural Resource Survey for Real de Los Cerillos Proect, Santa Fe County, New Mexico,
vol. 1, Historic Survey of the Los Cerrillos Area and Its Mining History (Santa Fe, N.
Mex.: Mining and Mineral Division, 1995).
40. Theodosius Meyer, St. Francis and Franciscans in New Mexico (Santa Fe: Historical Society of New Mexico, EI Palacio Press, 1926), 17.
41. Ibid., 25·
42· Ibid., 27·
43. For a detailed study on the work of the Franciscans, see Frank C. Lockwood, Story
of the Spanish Missions of the Middle Southwest: Being a Complete Survey of the
Missions Founded by Padre Eusebio Francisco Kino in the Seventeenth Century and
later Enlarged and Beautified by the Franciscan Fathers during the Last Part of the
Eighteenth Century (Santa Ana, Calif.: Fine Art Press, 1934)' On the role of the
Jesuits, see Fay Jackson Smith, John L. Kessel, and Francis J. Fox, Father Kino in
Arizona (Phoenix: Arizona Historical Foundation, 1966).
44. John C. Connelly, "Hopi Social Organization," in Southwest, ed. Alfonso Ortiz,
The Handbook of North American Indians: Southwest, vol. 9, ed. William C.
Sturtevant and Alfonso Ortiz (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press,
1979), 539-42·
45. For further information, see Arlette Frigout, "Hopi Ceremonial Organization," in
Southwest, ed. Alfonso Ortiz, The Handbook of North American Indians: Southwest, vol. 9, ed. William C. Sturtevant, Alfonso Ortiz (Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution Press, 1979), 564.
46. Zephyrin Engelhardt, The Franciscans in Arizona (Harbor Springs, Mich.: The
Holy Childhood Indian School, 1899), 130.
47. Fletcher, "Brief History of the International Congress of the Americanists," 530.
See also page 533 of the same article where Fletcher shows that this goal was formalized at the 1900 meeting in Paris as Article 1: "The International Congress of
Americanists has for its object the historic and scientific study of the two Americas
and their inhabitants." One might also wonder if Powell's account of the area was
available in France at the time. See John W. Powell and Lollie W. Campbell, The
Hopi Villages: The Ancient Province ofTusayan, Wild and Woolly West Books (1875;
reprint, Palmer Lake, Colo.: Filter Press, 1972), 24-28 for a description of a religious ceremony. Powell writes that the Hopis have a "vast store of mythology and
an elaborate, ceremonious religion" (p. 33)'

Review Essay
MARC SIMMONS: MAVERICK HISTORIAN OF THE SOUTHWEST

Richard W. Etulain

M

arc Simmons, New Mexico's leading historian, has always ridden a
horse of another kind. Freed from aCCiclemic turf squabbles, working
primarily outside the classroom, and writing most often for newspaper and
other lay historians, Simmons remains his own historian. Launched as a
doctoral graduate in the mid-196os from the University of New Mexico
(UNM), Simmons's subsequent historiographical journey, although individualistic, followed more closely the paths of France V. Scholes and Herbert
Eugene Bolton than the newer revisionist writings of scholars like Ramon
Gutierrez. But to be more precise, Simmons is sui generis, a historian of his "own stripe, different from most other historians of New Mexico and the
Southwest.
The volume under review, librarian Phyllis Morgan's exceptionally useful bio-bibliography, thoroughly displays the extraordinary dimensions of

Marc Simmons ofNew Mexico: Maverick Historian. By Phyllis Morgan. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2005. xx + 368 pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth. ISBN

0-8263-3524-1.) Richard W. Etulain is Professor Emeritus of History and former Director of the
Center for the American West at the University of New Mexico. A specialist in the history and
literature of the.American West, he has authored or edited more than forty books. Among his
recent books is New Mexican Lives: Profiles and Historical Stories (University of New Mexico
Press, 2002). His narrative history of the American West from prehistory to the present is forthcoming, and he is at work on a biography of Calamity Jane and a book on Abraham Lincoln
and the American West.
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Marc Simmons's remarkable career as a writer and scholar. Her valuable
volume is divided into two sections. Part I (approximately one hundred pages)
includes Morgan's thirty-page minibiography of Simmons; an abbreviated
"Simmons Sampler" from his newspaper columns, brief essays, and lectures and presentations; and a bibliography of biographical sources about
Simmons. Part II (about 240 pages) contains a full bibliographical history of
Simmons's manifold writings. This extensive section includes topical lists
of Simmons's books, an enumeration of his book chapters and essays, tallies
of his articles in books and magazines, and the huge listing of his syndicated
and other newspaper writings (nearly eighty pages in length). A thorough
topical, title, and subject index completes Morgan's indispensable volume.
Not surprisingly, Morgan takes an entirely sympathetic, descriptive view
of Simmons and his writings. This collection is an appreciation, a salute to
the achievements of the state's most distinguished historian. In her biographical sketch, Morgan straightforwardly emphasizes Simmons's Texas
roots, his undergraduate and graduate training in Texas and New Mexico,
and his notable career as a prolific writer on southwestern subjects. She
correctly portrays Simmons- "New Mexico's historian laureate" (p. 33)as an indefatigable researcher, a man of diverse talents, and a person driven
to tell stories of interest to historical specialists and generalists alike.
Simmons's writings, however, should be seen in broader contexts than
Morgan provides. To specialists in Borderlands history, Simmons is best
known for his works on Spanish colonial government (Spanish Government

in New Mexico, 1968), Governor Juan de Onate (The Last Conquistador:
Juan de Onate and the Settling of the Far Southwest, 1991), and the history
of Albuquerque (Albuquerque: A Narrative History, 1982). Students of the
nineteenth-century Southwest are engaged by Simmons's thorough, balanced work on frontiersman Kit Carson (e.g., Kit Carson and His Three Wives:
A Family History, 2003) and his several books and essays on the Santa Fe Trail
(e.g., Following the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide for Modem Travelers, 1984)' Still
others find Simmons's smoothly written volume on New Mexico (New Mexico:
A Bicentennial History, 1977) the best brief historical overview of the state.
If many specialists are drawn to these works on the Hispanic and frontier
Southwest, thousands of other readers are attracted to his hundreds of
newspaper and popular magazine stories. No one should mislabel these
lively, appealing pieces as candidates for scholarly journals; instead, they
have snared multitudes of grassroots readers intrigued with local, state, and
regional history. For these devoted readers, Simmons serves up enticing ac-
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tion stories and pen portraits of important persons, events, ideas, and other
facets of the New Mexican and southwestern past. No other writer of the
Southwest comes even close to equaling Simmons's more than twenty-fiveyear tenure of contributing brief, readable vignettes to readers in New
Mexico, Texas, and surrounding areas. If academic historians salute
Simmons's thorough, fair-minded books and essays, lay readers praise his
interesting, smoothly written stories of the region. All this means that, unlike most professional historians, Simmons maintains and satisfies a large,
loyal readership among non-academics (Indians, Hispanics, and Anglos alike)
more apt to be addicted to posole and green chile than to the writings of most
college and university historians. Simmons continues to satisfy both groups.
It must be admitted, nonetheless, that these achievements have had their
costs. When Simmons decided to launch his newspaper columns in the
1970S (presumably to feed himself since he did not hold an academic position), that decision meant he would be tied to the monthly, even weekly,
time-consuming production of brief, popular essays. Gradually, as Simmons's
readership expanded -and the volume of correspondence from readers and
fans increased - he was unable to turn out the large, time-consuming books
he had written earlier on the Hispanic and frontier Southwest. Had Simmons
been able to continue focusing on larger projects, we might now have his
much-coveted, definitive biography of Kit Carson or his completed study of
Spanish agriculture in the Southwest. We can dream of what Marc Simmons
might say in biographies of Billy the Kid, Padre Antonio Jose MartInez,
Victorio, Gov. Manuel Armijo, or Miguel Otero. Add to the wish list engaging Simmons books on the Pueblo Revolt, the Civil War in the Southwest,
or the raggedy transitions from Spanish to Mexican to Anglo New Mexico.
Quite simply, we want everything from Marc Simmons, and there have not
been time and pages enough for him to do all the newspapers columns and
the books we wish from him.
If one reads closely the complete lists of Simmons's books, essays, and
newspaper columns in Morgan's book, a few patterns emerge about his
oeuvre. The majority of the pieces, by far, cover the Hispanic and Anglo
frontiers, from the late sixteenth to the closing of the nineteenth century.
He deals with a welter of Spanish topics and Indian leaders, and many of his
columns treat New Mexican notables like Kit Carson and Billy the Kid. Dozens of stories discuss some of Simmons's favorite writers: Eugene Manlove
Rhodes, Charles Fletcher Lummis, and Jack Schaefer. He also informs readers about newly published books or libraries and archival collections.
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Simmons does not overlook the twentieth century, but his major interests obviously lie in earlier periods. He likewise pays less attention to cultural topics such as music, art, and religion. Few columns are devoted to
women's experiences or environmental topics. These emphases suggest that
Simmons is less intrigued with the current "hot" topics of gender, class
conflict, and environmental history than are younger academics in the western field.
Morgan presents one mistaken notion about Simmons as an historian.
She asserts that he "does not, and cannot as a historian, express personal
opinions, make conjectures, or try to persuade readers toward one stand or
another" (p. xviii). Not so. Simmons takes positions on controversial topics.
For example, his books, essays, and newspaper columns present his point of
view, clearly and persuasively, on the controversial Kit Carson. For Simmons
(and for this writer), recent trends in historical writing dismissing Carson as
solely an Indian killer reveal more about new revisionist currents in historical writing than about an important nineteenth-century figure. In his valuable new work, Kit Carson and His Three Wives, Simmons tells of his attempts
to counter the villainous-even demonized-images of Carson, which often fail to show "respect for objectivity and the rules of evidence" (p. vii).
Simmons also provided more balanced and complex portraits of Hispanic
explorer and founder Juan de Onate in The Last Conquistador than many
others who wished to harpoon this legendary conquistador, especially during the tumultuous 4ooth-year celebration of the Hispanic leader in 1998.
For Simmons the evidence pointed to a complex man with conflicting
strengths and limitations. He urged readers of his brief, vivid biography of
Onate to see a person equally involved in conflicts, compromises, and attempts at community-building.
A handful of my own personal anecdotes adds to the image of Marc
Simmons as a man of explicit perspectives. On one occasion I asked Simmons
why he was obviously upset. It seems that an editor, driven by his or her
desire to be gender neutral, was trying to get him to change "mountain
men" to "mountain people" in his elementary history text, which Simmons
considered to be utter nonsense. On another occasion he addressed a gathering of UNM graduate students and faculty. As he warmly warned his listeners about the dangers of presentism and superimposing the latest fads of
social reform on the past, some of my UNM History Department colleagues
squirmed like they were sitting on skunks. What they heard from Simmons
was notably different from perspectives championed in many history de-
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partments and academic communities throughout the United States in the
1990S. A couple of years later, I nominated Simmons as the historian of the
Southwest that I considered the most deserving candidate for an honorary
doctorate from UNM, but some of my revisionist history colleagues happily
blocked that nomination.
Most of all I remember another especially bittersweet time for Simmonsand me. He had been the victim in a horrendous car accident on Highway
14 when a driver going in the opposite direction, experiencing a diabetic
blackout, slammed into and destroyed Simmons's car. He nearly died. About
a week later friends were allowed to visit him in the hospital, and I went to
see Simmons and to pray with him for his recovery. Just before entering his
room I asked the nurse "how was Mr. Simmons doing." "Oh," she quickly
replied, "he's growling about something." I knew my friend had already
mounted his sturdy horse of recovery.
The largest achievement of Morgan's book is its revelation of the length
and breadth of Marc Simmons's many achievements. As he pushes toward
seventy and completes nearly a half-century of historical writing, Simmons
remains remarkably productive. His columns continue unabated, he produces a steady output of other essays, chapters, and books on a variety of
topics, and he corresponds with hundreds of his readers. In the past few
years he has also moved into a new area - historical books for children.
Four such books have appeared in four years: Millie Cooper's Ride (2002),
Jose's Buffalo Hunt (2003), Friday, the Arapaho Boy (2004), and Teddy's Cattle
Drive (2005). All are subtitled "A Story from History" or "A True Story from
History" and are illustrated by southwestern artist and working cowboy
Ronald Kil. Simmons plans several more volumes in the series, even as he
continues work in his other fields of emphasis.
Independent, indefatigable, ambitious, committed to history, refreshingly
boyish-all define Marc Simmons. One hopes that Simmons, ensconced
in his self-constructed compound outside rural Cerrillos, working on his
trusty manual typewriter, surrounded by his huge personal library, and motivated to tell hundreds of more lively stories about New Mexico and the
Southwest, keeps up his prolific output of popular and scholarly essays and
books. And may he thwart those ambitious Texas developers threatening his
sanctuary with huge homes, paved roads, and hundreds of newcomers. Marc
Simmons, maverick historian indeed.

Book Reviews

Documents ofthe Coronado Expedition, 1539-1542: "They Were Not Familiar
with His Majesty, Nor Did They Wish to be His Subjects." Edited, translated,
and annotated by Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint. (Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 2005. x + 746 pp. 29 illustrations, maps,
tables, appendixes, notes, glossary, bibliography, index. h5.00 cloth, ISBN 087 0 74-49 6-8.)
For a book that promises to be the new bible for scholars of the Coronado
expedition, this tome looks and feels the part: nine-by-twelve inches and a
good two pounds. Inside the covers, readers will find the latest in the impressive series of works that Richard Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint have produced separately and in collaboration on the planning, execution, and
aftermath ofthe expedition of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado into the Southwest in 1540. To date, the Flints have published The Coronado Expedition to
Tierra Nueva: The 1540--1542 Route Across the Southwest (University Press of
Colorado, 1997), Great Cruelties Have Been Reported: The 1544 Investigation
ofthe Coronado Expedition (Southern Methodist University Press, 2002), and
The Coronado Expedition from the Distance of460 Years (University of New
Mexico Press, 2003).
The present volume provides thirty-four documents in English translation and semipaleographic transcriptions, which are key to understanding
the Coronado expedition. Twenty of the selected documents have been available to researchers for at least the last sixty years (some for much longer),
although in forms that for a variety of reasons are now unsuitable for scholarly use. In addition to these documents, derived from what the authors
refer to as the canon of the Coronado expedition, are fourteen documents
that have been unavailable in their original language, English translation,
or as a volume with both.
The manuscript originals of these Coronado documents are held in repositories throughout the Americas and Europe. For this reason, consulta-
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tion of the source documents has been extremely difficult for scholars and
practically impossible for nonprofessional researchers. Previously published
editions of Coronado documents suffer from serious limitations, such as
misinterpretation, inaccurate translation, and a predilection for epic narrative over other types of documentation.
The authors painstakingly prepared this volume in an attempt to correct
previous errors, include a wider range of documentation, and incorporate
the latest scholarship. The latter is accomplished masterfully in the extensive annotation provided for the translations. Remarkably complete biographical information on many of the individuals related to the Coronado
expedition and a very helpful section on the geography of the expedition are
included. Especially significant was the decision to include source language
transcriptions. As the authors readily acknowledge, no translation, however
elegantly rendered, is suitable to every scholarly need. For those who need
to consult the original language, this volume fortunately contains careful
renderings of it. The methodology is so thoroughly explained that the transcripts should prove useful to nonspecialists who would probably not fare as
well deriving meaning from page after page of sixteenth-century script.
Taken together with Richard Flint's Great Cruelties Have Been Reported:
The 1544 Investigation ofthe Coronado Expedition, this volume successfully
makes available the "most comprehensive collection of primary sources for
the study of the expedition that has been published" (p. 8).
Rick Hendricks
New Mexico State University

Tejano Epic: Essays in Honor ofFelix D. Almaraz, Jr. Edited by Arnoldo De
Leon. (Austin: Texas Historical Association, 2005. viii + 163 pp. Appendix,
index, notes. $19.95 cloth, ISBN 0-876n-203-3.)
This collection, with contributions by established scholars such as Arnoldo
De Leon and Jesus F. de la Teja and younger academicians such as Anthony
Quiroz and Ana Carolina Castillo Crimm, is an outstanding homage to
role model historian Felix D. Almaraz Jf. As De Leon notes in the first
essay, don Felix was a writer "committed to seeing enduring misrepresentations [about Tejano life] overturned" (p. 9)' Within this anthology, eight
essays accomplish that feat. While space constraints do not permit a full
detailing of each, three articles can serve as examples of how the compilation counteracts anti-Tejano myths perpetuated by earlier generations of
historians.
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De la Teja's essay on the Saltillo Fair, for example, challenges the assertion that Tejanos were simply too indolent to engage in trade and improve
their material circumstances. Countering the allegation is an overview of
the varied array of commercial enterprises undertaken at the Saltillo gatherings. In addition, the author demonstrates how eighteenth-century Tejanos
actively sought to avoid or limit paying taxes to the government-an effort
that many in today's conserv~tive Texas might applaud and endorse.
The contribution by De Le6n on the nineteenth-century Tejano middle
class in counties such as Duval, Zapata, and Starr thwarts another myth
(disseminated by Anglo historians and by early generation Chicano academicians) by demonstrating that "a class of middling status existed within
that society several decades before the twentieth century" (p. 69). Such men
and women were involved in a wide range of activities designed to promote
the economic, political, social, and educational welfare of their comunidades.
Although they did not overcome all barriers, the middle class fought for its
rights under difficult conditions.
The most powerful essay in the collection, which counters one of the
most well-propagated myths of nineteenth-century Texas history, features
Ana Carolina Castillo Crimm's research on Petra Vela. Step by step, Crimm
systematically disma'ntles falsehoods about this remarkable woman's life
and demonstrates that Tejanas were "active agents" in key historical events.
Through the efforts, determination, and diligence of South Texas mujeres
such as Petra Vela, "two cultures were united into one, creating the ethnogenesis of a new and stronger Texan people" (p. 57).
The final essay is by the honoree and disseminates six suggestions
to those who are in, or contemplating entering, the historical profession.
While all are valid, Almaraz's third charge-to have the fortitude and curiosity to always seek new research topics and to challenge long-held "truths"
regarding historical topics-best summarizes this collection.
Tejano Epic not only offers readers information regarding the career of a
remarkable scholar, but also demonstrates how his efforts have helped mold
current Tejano historiographical trends that actively challenge deeply
engrained negative assumptions about the contributions ofTexas's Spanishsurnamed people.
Jorge [ber
Texas Tech University
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Kit Carson and His Three Wives: A Family History. By Marc Simmons. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2003. x + 195 pp. 36 halftones,
notes, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 0-826B296-x.)
In his own lifetime, Kit Carson's exploits as a fur trapper, explorer, and
military leader made him a national hero. More recently, Carson has been
depicted as a brutal agent of American expansion, particularly because he
commanded forces that rounded up the Navajo and relocated them to Bosque
Redondo, where thousands died. In the current volume, Marc Simmons
takes part in this historiographical debate, examining Carson's life through
the eyes of his contemporaries to counter the opinions of Carson's most
vehement detractors. But the book's major focus presents Carson in a different light, as a husband and a father, and brings together the stories of the
three women he wed. His marriages, Simmons argues, gave him ties to
Hispanic and Native American communities, and family responsibilities, in
part, drew him away from the wild and carefree life he enjoyed as a fur
trapper and scout.
Although Carson likely had casual encounters with several women, he
married three, two according to the customs of their tribes, and a third in a
Roman Catholic ceremony in Taos, New Mexico. Waa-nibe, a young
Arapaho, shared Carson's life for about four years, from 1835 until her death
in the winter of 1838-1839, and gave birth to two daughters. Soon after her
death, Carson took as wife a Cheyenne woman named Making Out Road.
This liaison lasted only a short time before the couple parted, apparently at
Making Out Road's behest. Finally, in 1843, Carson married Maria Josefa
Jaramillo of Taos. Despite the difference in their ages (she was fourteen and
Carson was 33), this was a love match that produced eight children and
endured until Josefa died in 1868; Carson followed her to the grave a few
weeks later. Still, during their marriage Carson was often absent from home
as the lures of adventure, economic endeavors, and the sense of duty that
led Carson into service for the U.S. government, competed with domestic
life for his attention.
To research this aspect of Carson's life, Simmons faced a difficult task.
Carson's dictated autobiography revealed almost nothing about his domestic affairs. Nor did his wives leave written records, for all three were illiterate. As a result, many questions remain unanswerable. Still, Simmons's
prodigious research into the published and often conflicting sources about
Carson, as well as a vast array of other materials including reminiscences of
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family members and friends, newspaper articles, and military records, made
it possible for him to do what he does so well. Weaving the existing fragments and threads into a convincing and engaging narrative about Carson,
he also rescues the three wives from obscurity and one-dimensionality. Waanibe emerges as a gentle helpmate whose loss Carson deeply mourned, while
Making Out Road stands out as a strong-willed and contentious woman
who clashed with Kit and others. Child-bride Josefa develops into a polished hostess and an assured manager of her family and its interests.
Kit Carson and His Three Wives is a fine introduction to the subject of
this controversial westerner, as well as an important contribution to the
literature about women in the Southwest and the growing subject of the
history of families. I look forward to the additional books about Carson that
Simmons promises, particularly the story of Carson's descendants and his
legacy in their lives.
Cheryl J. Foote
TVI Community College

The Indian Frontier, 1846-189°' By Robert M. Utley. Revised Edition. Histories of the American Frontier Series. (Reprint, Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2003. xix + 325 pp. 90 halftones, 12 maps;notes, bibliography, index. $22.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2998-5.)

The Buffalo Soldiers: A Narrative of the Black Cavalry in the West. By William
H. Leckie with Shirley A. Leckie. (Reprint, Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 2003. xvi + 391 pp. 36 halftones, 4 maps, notes, bibliography, index.
$29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3523-9.)
The Indian wars of the nineteenth century continue to fascinate scholars, students, and general readers. Thus, the university presses of New Mexico
and Oklahoma wisely decided to publish revised editions of two classics,
Robert M. Utley's The Indian Frontier and William H. Leckie's The Buffalo
Soldiers. Masterfully written, they both examine the clash between Native
Americans and non-Natives in regions west of the Mississippi between 1846
and 1900. On Utley's frontier, a mostly White military, American settlers,
and largely incompetent or corrupt government representatives forged an
uneasy Indian policy that vacillated between warfare and a reservation
system. Intended theoretically to ease Indians into mainstream American
society, the reservation system in reality was designed to break their spirits,
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dismantle their cultures, and make Anglo traders and contractors rich.
Leckie, meanwhile, focuses on the Great Plains and Southwest, where the
Ninth and Tenth cavalry units of African American enlisted men and their
White officers battled with the likes of Victorio, Sitting Bull, Satanta, and
Geronimo. Between campaigns theywere expected to escort mail, pursue
outlaws, fight forest fires, and build frontier towns. All the while they faced
extreme prejudice and violence at the hands of often unappreciative locals
and endured meager rations, inadequate housing, and neglect from the
government both during their tours of duty and afterward. Although not the
intention of either, when read together these books paint a withering picture of a nineteenth-century America only too delighted to let Blacks and
impoverished immigrant boys exterminate the unwanted Indians and before discarding them all as quickly as possible.
Utley's Indian Frontier remains a superbly constructed book. As historian John Wunder so aptly wrote when it was first published, Utley "shapes
each chapter delicately, organizing his central themes around imaginatively
chosen fact patterns." This book remains one of the best written narratives
of its genre, and there is minimal revision here. The problem is that although the writing itself required only a little tweaking here and there, the
analysis and conclusions deserved another look. In chapter one, for example,
the author acknowledges the more recent scholarship of Alfred W. Crosby
regarding ecological imperialism and Elliott West's study of vast environmental conflict on the Great Plains but goes no further. There is no attempt made to integrate the concepts into his existing text. Utley further
states in the preface that he found no disagreements with his judgments of
1984. Thus, his conclusions are unchanged, forcing this reader to ponder
how twenty years of new and increasingly probing scholarship apparently
made no impact. Utley's stated rejection of the New Western historians and
their views, however, to some extent explains this. Nevertheless, it is disappointing that despite Utley's penetrating scrutiny of Indian Office corruption, his admission that well-intentioned Indian reformers devastated Native
peoples physically and culturally, and his acknowledgement that there were
voices raised in opposition to both, he still lets nineteenth-century Americans off the hook far too easily. He claims it is difficult to see how they
might have behaved differently enough "to have brought about a result ...
acceptable to later generations" (p. 261). This analysis was too simplistic in
1984 and remains so today.
Leckie's revisions, on the other hand, are substantial. He more fully details the educational opportunities promised to Blacks who enlisted in the
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service following the Civil War and clearly reveals that these expectations
were seldom fulfilled. He has also added material to take readers beyond
1890, by examining the experiences of African American soldiers in the
Spanish American War and the Philippines and exploring their struggle in
the first half of the twentieth century for integration into the regular armed
forces. The author· actively responds to recent scholarship such as Charles
L. Kenner's Buffalo Soldiers and Officers of the Ninth Cavalry (1999), and
largely rewrites his conclusions. Whereas in the original edition, for example, Leckie argued that the cities and fertile fields of the West "are monuments enough for any buffalo soldier" (p. 260), in this revised edition he
pointedly declares that such ethereal rewards were hardly sufficient after
all, and he applauds the more tangible recognition of their contribution
seen in recent years. He also argues for greater inclusion of the buffalo soldiers not simply in studies focusing on African Americans, but in texts intended for U.S. history courses in general.
In terms of graphics, both books made changes. The first edition of Buffalo Soldiers contained sixteen photographs, the revision has thirty-six. Maps
are larger, and the one depicting the William R. Shafter campaign of 1875 is
a welcome addition. Although Utley has added few new illustrations to Indian Frontier, his 1984 edition already contained nearly one hundred photos and a dozen maps. Many ofthese were enlarged in the revision. Moreover,
Utley's new table of contents is illustrated and artistically arranged.
Both Utley and Leckie deserve praise for their updated - and extensive---:
bibliographies. Indian Frontier features a much expanded bibliographic essay that will guide readers to new research in a multitude of related topics
without dismissing the older scholarship. In addition, Leckie's epilogue traces
research on the buffalo soldier from 1967 to the present and notes efforts
during the past decade or so to include buffalo soldiers in fiction, art, and
Hollywood films. He also cites a growing interest among war reenacters and
history buffs and suggests that scholars team up with the descendants of
buffalo soldiers to study how the soldiering experience affected Black families and their communities.
When first published, historians read Indian Frontier and Buffalo Soldiers as starting points from which to launch new scholarship. Over the
yea~s, researchers have indeed explored and analyzed many of the individuals, events, and ideologies contained therein. But although today's scholars
may be less enthusiastic, students and general readers will still find these
narrative histories good starting points in their study of the West, military
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history, and nineteenth-century African Americans and Native Americans.
Perhaps those who complain that Americans do not like their history should
take note. Combine solid research with excellent writing and the product
will be widely read. This axiom in a nutshell explains the continuing popularity of these books and these two authors. The decision to revise and republish will undoubtedly attract a host of new and eager readers.

Kathleen P. Chamberlain
Eastern Michigan University

Under the Palace Portal: Native American Artists in Santa Fe. By Karl A.
Hoerig (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2003. xvi + 261 pp.
Halftones, map, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 08263-2910-1.)
For many visitors to Santa Fe, New Mexico, the familiar sight ofIndian
artists selling their wares under the portal at the Palace of the Governors
seems "natural," a routine and normal activity not worth questioning or
investigating. Anthropologist Karl Hoerig challenges this notion in his ethnography Under the Palace Portal: Native American Artists in Santa Fe by
detailing the marketplace's history and revealing its inner workings and
meaning to participating artists.
The daily marketplace that is now formally called the Native American
Vendors Program has a long history that reflects changing public policies
toward tribal people as well as the growth of Santa Fe as a tourist destination. The city's first Indian Market, held in 1922, not only publicized Santa
Fe's multicultural heritage but promoted the agendas of many of its Anglo
residents, who were considered progressive at the time because they encouraged local tribal people to revive their traditional arts. In 1931, the market moved under the portal, where artists could spread blankets on the
sidewalk and sit to sell their wares. By the late 1930S, the original annual
market evolved into a series of weekend markets, which proved so popular
that they expanded into an informal daily market selling to Santa Fe's yearround tourist visitors.
The Museum of New Mexico, on whose grounds the marketplace occurs, became formally involved in the program in 1972, when it instituted
an Indian-only policy for vendors. This prompted several lawsuits that forced
the museum to develop the marketplace as an official program with rules
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that regulated everything from who could sell, what could be sold, when,
where, and how. Instead of dictating policies, however, the museum deferred to a committee of vendors appointed by the vendors themselves.
Despite this seemingly unstructured format-or perhaps because of it-the
program has grown and thrived, providing a livelihood for hundreds of artists and remaining the city's most popular tourist attraction.
What is particularly refreshing about this study is the absence of feminist
theory-popular in anthropological and sociological studies of Pueblo
people, female artists in particular-that would read the program as an acting out of the colonial power imbalance. Hoerig dismisses this interpretation based on his extensive interviews with vendors and the observations he
made of their interactions with museum staff and the public. Portal artists
clearly not only enjoy the market-often missing it dearly when they cannot attend - but they also run the show, as they ran it for years before the
museum's formal involvement. Rather than reading the program as a "living exhibit" of disempowered people, Hoerig describes it as an Indian-run
workplace, which seems accurate based on his research.
Hoerig's lengthy citations from interviews with vendors provide a window into the lives of the vendors, many of whom have articulate and strong
opinions about the program and what it means to them. This study may be
more descriptive than analytical, but it gets to the heart of its subject matter
in a way that is simultaneously thorough, respectful, and humorous. Enlightening and enjoyable to read, I recommend this book to anyone with an
interest in American Indian art or Santa Fe's tourist industry.
Margaret Dubin
University of California, Berkeley

Indian Mining of Lead for Use in Rio Grande Glaze Paint: Report of the AS-5
Bethsheba Project near Cerrillos, New Mexico. By Richard A. Bice, Phyllis S.
Davis, and William Sundt, foreword by Homer E. Milford. (Albuquerque:
Albuquerque Archaeological Society, 2003. xvii + 99 pp. Halftones, map,
figures, tables, appendixes, bibliography: $20.00 paper, ASIN Boo06SBWE4.)
During the second half of the thirteenth century, Pueblo potters living north of the Mogollon Rim along the border of central New Mexico
and Arizona began experimenting with the use of lead to create highly
distinctive glaze paints. Potters from the central Rio Grande region of
New Mexico adopted lead glaze technology around 1300 and continued
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to produce glaze-painted pottery until circa 1700. Isotopic analyses have
demonstrated that Cerrillos Hills was the primary lead source utilized by
central Rio Grande potters throughout the entire period of glaze paint production. Proximity to the Cerrillos lead source may have been an important factor in the rise of San Marcos Pueblo as a major glaze ware production
center during the fifteenth century.
Despite the fact that this site was excavated almost 30 years ago by a large,
rotating group of volunteers, some of whom have since passed away, the data
presented is amazingly comprehensive, systematic, and complete, with only
the occasional missing section drawing or photograph. Using detailed stratigraphic analyses and ceramic cross-dating, the authors demonstrate that Native mining activities at the site began around 1300 and continued for
approximately four centuries. Based on the amount of fill removed, they suggest that small work crews visited the site one or two times per month, averaged over the four hundred years that the mine was in active use. Stone mining
tools were produced on site as needed. The authors estimate that the amount
of lead removed from the site would have been sufficient to paint approximately 300 large pottery vessels per year. Most of the pottery fragments left at
the site are from the nearby pueblo of San Marcos, with the remainder coming from other central Rio Grande pueblos. Interestingly, no ceramics from
the Zuni area were recovered, even though we know from isotopic studies
that some Zuni potters were using Cerrillos lead to make glaze paints.
Mining for lead and possibly silver continued at the site through the
eighteenth century. Three small smelters were constructed on top of the
precolonial trench fill. The authors attribute these features to early Spanish
miners. However, the recent identification of seventeenth century smelting
features at the nearby Pueblo sites of San Marcos and Pa'ako suggest that
Native miners, who had learned the rudiments of metallurgic technology
from the Spanish, may have constructed the Bethsheba smelters.
Although these laboratory-based studies have clarified our understanding
of the economic importance of the Cerrillos Hills to local potters, we have
known very little about the actual process of prehistoric lead mining in the
American Southwest until the publication of the current monograph. As
Homer Milford points out in the foreword, this volume represents an important contribution to Americanist archaeology, being the first published report
on the excavation ofa precolonial to early colonial lead mine in North America.
Judith A. Habicht-Mauche
University ofCalifornia, Santa Cruz
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Mining, the Environment, and Indigenous Development Conflicts. By
Saleem H. Ali. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2003. xxiii + 254 pp.
Graphs, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $5°.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-8165-2312-6.)
In this book, Saleem H. Ali compares four different indigenous communities in the United States and Canada that are dealing with mineral extraction issues on their lands. Through this analysis he tests his thesis that
technical facts concerning environmental impact and economic development are not as strong in determining the absence or presence of indigenous resistance to mining as are negotiation processes and the motives
behind alliances between tribes and disparate stakeholders in mining disputes.
Part I contains four chapters devoted to a cursory examination of settlerindigenous relations in the United States and Canada, highlighting specific
parties involved in indigenous mining disputes in respective chapters. While
explaining the various perspectives of indigenous groups, environmentalists, policymakers, and mining companies, Ali attempts to remain impartial
in assessing each party's vested interest. The author presents recommendations and models for better sustainable development planning in indigenous
communities that will benefit all stakeholders.
In part II Ali introduces his four case studies (two from each country)
and applies a layered social scientific analysis to the negotiation processes
involved in bolstering resistance toward or cooperation with mining initiatives in each community. Ali first provides a background of the most salient
case involving Peabody's Black Mesa coal operations in the Navajo and Hopi
Nations. He maintains that this is a case where socially constructed tribal
agendas clearly do not coincide with environmental concerns insofar as
both tribal councils have approved mineral leases. In this case, he argues,
environmental resistance has been minimal because both tribes have been
more inclined to link economic development with enhanced sovereignty.
The second case within the United States involves the Sokaogon Chippewa
Tribe in Wisconsin, whose lands have been the object of unsuccessful attempts by the Rio Algom Corporation to mine precious metals. Here, Ali
links the high degree of resistance from indigenous peoples to agendas of
non-Indian environmentalists who emphasize treaty-rights.
The two Canadian cases are markedly different. In the first, Ali suggests
that a lack of indigenous opposition to uranium mining among Cree and
Dine peoples in northern Saskatchewan clearly illustrates the disparity
between tribal agendas and environmental concerns. The indigenous peoples
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overwhelmingly support uranium mining for its economic potential, in spite
of the accompanying destructive environmental impact. Finally, Ali examines the case of tin mining along Voisey's Bay in Labrador, where Imu and
Inuit people offer formidable resistance to mining but are willing to make
concessions as long as they are afforded a substantive space in negotiations
between environmental, corporate, and governmental officials. This particular compelling case highlights how indigenous peoples have selectively
forged alliances and forced greater governmental oversight on environmental quality while ensuring that the tribes involved receive equitable royalties
and regulatory authority.
Part III synthesizes previous analyses to offer suggestions for better SllStainable development planning where mining is involved on indigenous
lands. The book's shortfalls appear here. First, the oxymoronic equating of
mining with sustainable development fails to take into account the total
long-range consequences of the extraction of finite resources-including
water. Second, Ali tends to make gross generalizations regarding the relationships between environmentalists, policymakers, and tribal representatives, and he neglects the profound impact that factionalism within tribes
has on negotiation processes and resistance movements. Likewise, he omits
important ethnographic literature on some of these cases-especially the
Black Mesa case-to support his own analyses. Finally, his comparison of
indigenolls to non-indigenous relations and Indian policies in the United
States and Canada warrants greater elaboration.
Ali does, however, make important suggestions regarding Indian policies
in both countries in his closing chapters, noting that the Unites States could
learn from Canada by streamlining the number of bureaucracies and piecemeal approaches to Indian legislation. Canada, on the other hand, might
broaden its avenues for tribal economic development by enacting related
legislation on specific development initiatives. Ultimately, the greatest insight of this book is one that environmentalists need to take seriously: In the
tension between environmental quality and economic development, most
tribes seek to bolster tribal sovereignty.
Samuel R. Cook
Virginia Tech
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African American Women Confront the West, 1600-2000. Edited by Quintard
Taylor and Shirley Ann Wilson Moore. (Norman: University of Oklahoma

Press, 2003. x + 390 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $34'95 cloth,
ISBN 0-8061-3524-7.)
Quintard Taylor and Shirley Ann Wilson Moore have assembled a stunning collection. Beginning with two informative introductions, the anthology spans periods from the Spanish-Mexican encounters of the 1600s to
women's participation in the Black Panther Movement of the 1960s. Primary documents are interspersed throughout the essays.
Several threads run through this impressive store of articles. The book
successfully proves that the history of African Americans in the West was
not exclusively a male-dominated tale. Women figured prominently in
Western societies as community leaders and political activists. They utilized the courts and the church to challenge institutionalized racism and
patriarchy, sought expanded economic opportunities, and effected upward
economic and educational mobility within their communities.
Dedra S. McDonald illustrates several of these phenomena in her study
of Afrohispana women on Spain's northern frontier. Women "constructed
Spanish colonial civil and criminal Jegal systems into sites of recourse and
protection" (p. 35). When necessary, they played men off against each other
to lessen the full impacts of patriarchal influence.
Economic and political authority often intersected for countless active
and ambitious women of the West. Barbara Y. Welke describes how African
American women in San Francisco used the courts to guarantee their access to San Francisco's streetcar system between 1850 and 1870. Susan Bragg
notes how powerful and undeviating female activism in Sacramento extended into educational facilities and Sabbath schools, both of which acted
as powerful conductors of energy into California's nineteenth-century civil
rights movement. Moya B. Hansen discusses how the political actions of
several Denver women activists translated into upward mobility for the
feminine workforce in particular and the larger Black community in general. Women migrants to Las Vegas, as Claytee D. White explains, "entered the gaming industry through the back doors of the hotels" and, in so
doing, "became the trailblazers for other African American women who,
beginning in the early 1970S, moved into visible jobs as cocktail waitresses
and dancers and into professional positions as secretaries and midlevel
managers" (p. 277).

344"7

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 80, NUMBER 3

During World War II and its aftermath, many newly-arrived Southern
emigres to San Francisco's East Bay maintained their solid affiliations to
community and culture while creating new and more militant coalitions
which led to important political realignments during the 1960s and 1970s.
Jane Rhodes's fine essay about women in the Black Panther Party elucidates
one of these significant shifts and challenges the public image of the Panthers as an exclusively masculine organization.
Cheryl Brown Henderson's remarkable study of the invisible petitioners
in the Brown v. Board of Education desegregation case notes that, of the
thirteen petitioners in Topeka, Oliver Brown, neither a civil rights activist
nor a member of the NAACP, was the sole male. Henderson believes Brown
was named lead plaintiff because of the gender politics of the the 1950S,
which "insisted that men, not women, were the natural leaders" (p. 315).
The true heroines of the Brown v. Board of Education decision were
Topekan women.
Central to this collection is Alicia I. Rodriquez-Estrada's passionate examination of African American actors Fredi Washington and Dorothy
Dandridge. The author provides complex linkages among race, class, region, gender, political activism, economic opportunity, and celebrity-most
of the variables that complicate our understanding of the past as well as
our sense of African American identity. Fredi Washington, a serious dramatic actress, followed in the tradition of women's activism and helped
found the Negro Actors Guild of America. Dandridge, despite critical
acclaim, wrote that "'nothing that I had ... beauty, money, recognition as
an artist - was sufficient to break through the powerful psychological bind
of racist thinking'" (p. 242).
Although the agricultural towns of the High Plains are briefly addressed
by the editors in their introduction and two vignettes, a chapter about African American settlements such as Nicodemus in Kansas or Dearfield in
Colorado may have rounded out the collection by providing a more indepth look at Black women's contributions to and perceptions about agrarian life within the western landscape. And a central question remains
unresolved: Was the West a testing ground where older ideas were either
eroded or reinforced? Such minor critiques aside, nothing detracts from
this powerful and inspiring book.
Laura McCall
Metropolitan State College, Denver
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When We Arrive: A New Literary History ofMexican America. Jose F. Aranda
Jf. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2003. xxvii + 256 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $40.00 cloth,

ISBN

0-8165-2141-1.)

Tomas Rivera's literary landmark, Y no se 10 trag61a tierra (1971), consists
of 14 short stories that manifest a Mexican American reality in the twentieth
century. One of the stories, "When We Arrive," is Rivera's dramatization of
the lives of migrant workers who suffer brutal and inhumane conditions in
their search for a better life. Despite their suffering, they believe that when
they arrive things will change for the better; the promise of the American
Dream shapes their hopes and gives them the spiritual strength to keep
persevering. Jose Aranda pays homage to Tomas Rivera's classic work in the
title of his critical work ofAmerican literary history as seen through the lens
of Chicano/a studies.
When We Arrive begins with an attempt to understand how an ethnic
group, much identified with migration into the United States, remains so
isolated from American society and the institutions that have endowed other
groups. Aranda argues that this paradox emanates from the "origin myths in
the evolution of both Chicano/a and Anglo American cultural and literary
histories" (p. xvi). He notably historicizes the exchange between Mexican
American writers and Puritan culture and colonialism animating the nineteenth century and continuing to the present. Aranda specifically focuses on
the cultural influences of Puritan history in the formation of American life.
The book is divided into two parts. In part I, Aranda develops the histories of Chicano/a and Early American studies and structures the framework
for a Mexican American literary history since 1848. Part II forms the core of
Aranda's arguments for an integrated literary history. Here he frames three
thought-provoking categories of identification: works indicative of "competing colonialisms" (p.xxiii); texts that promote the reinvention of the
Puritan as the paragon immigrant to the United States in the early 19oos;
and literature that manifests a "literary binationalism" (p. xxiii).
Aranda's study is an effort to integrate Early American studies with
Chicano/a studies to illuminate "questions of authorship, canon formation,
and nationalism within multiethnic, multihistorical contexts" (p. xvi). He
further proposes that Mexican and Mexican American culture and the U.S.!
Mexican border are expansive influences in American society and in particular, the discipline of American studies.
The relative newness of Aranda's arguments that American literary history is influenced by Mexican Americans and that Chicano/a literary
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chronicles cannot be comprehended in isolation from mainstream literature opens a wide range of critical possibilities. His erudition, solid research,
and command of Early American and ChicanoJa literatures are evident
throughout his book. For example, his ambitious comparative study of
ChicanoJa writers and Puritan texts pairs Cotton Mather's narratives with
Pat Mora's poetry and explores the jeremiad tradition as manifested in
Michael Wigglesworth's literary legacy and Lorna Dee Cervantes's poem
"Uncle's First Rabbit" from Emplumada (1981). And in reading Tomas Rivera
and John Winthrop, Aranda links the ideals, hopes, and dreams of new
beginnings resonating in Rivera's "When We Arrive" to similar yearnings
that Winthrop notes in "A Model of Christian Charity" (1650)'
When We Arrive is a bold critical work that lays the foundation for further discourse in American literary history. Jose Aranda offers significant
arguments that will evoke stimulating discourses among scholars of American literature and literary history. When We Arrive will soon become a much
studied work and is a valuable contribution to the ever-expanding canon of
American literature criticism.
Maria Teresa Marquez
University ofNew Mexico

The Coronado Expedition: From the Distance of460 Years. Edited by Richard
Flint and Shirley Cushing Flint. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2003. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index.

$39.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-8263-2975-6.)

It is fitting that John L. Kessell's 2003 Angie Debo Prize-winning article
"To See Such Marvels with My Own Eyes" begins this anthology of the
1540-1542 Spanish expedition into New Mexico. Combined with the editors' introduction, this multidisciplinary work is securely placed into the
historical context of an expansionist Spain and a changing world.
Editors Shirley Cushing and Richard Flint are well-known scholars of
the Spanish Borderlands but, unlike most historians, they have taken a very
multidisciplinary approach, including research from experts in history, archaeology, Latin American studies, anthropology, geology, and geography.
This collection is not meant to be a narrative history like H. E. Bolton's
opus; it grew out of a conference in 2000 held jointly at New Mexico Highlands University and Floyd County, Texas, and includes seventeen of the
conference papers.
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The Flints organized the seventeen chapters chronologically, with the
first chapters focusing on the years before 1540. One interesting chapter
entitled "Who Knew What and When Did They Know It?" successfully
sorts out fact and fiction about the Great Northern Mystery prior to 1540.
William K. Hartman and Richard Flint explore sixteenth-century literature,
viceregal documents, and reports to help understand what really lay to the
north. In the subsequent chapter, Shirley Cushing Flint delves deeply into
the financing and provisioning of the expedition. Teachers will especially
appreciate her "balance sheet," a wonderful comparison to the Lewis and
Clark expedition that will help many students better grasp the immensity of
explorations in the early "west." The next article analyzes the expedition's
muster rolls, which previous scholars have published; Richard Flint notes
that approximately 1300 Indian allies, as well as friars and their lay assistants, men at arms, slaves, servants, and women, were completely ignored
by scholars (and the rolls themselves).
Several of the next chapters focus on the archaeological evidence available, some discovered very recently (e.g., the Jimmy Owens Site). The discussion of items found at these sites helps to establish the exact route of
Coronado's expedition. Historians discuss Coronado's route in their history
courses, but rarely do they realize the substantial effort that went into determining these exact routes. Archaeologists, astronomers, anthropologists,
geographer/cartographers, and collectors-turned-archaeologists have painstakingly sifted through tons of debris and piles of historical documents to
discover potsherds, geographical landmarks, calendar changes, crossbow
boltheads, muleshoes, and historical maps to uncover the path and timing
of Coronado's journey. The complexity of this research and the integration
of multiple research methods are impressive.
Historians are generally trained to study documents and, more recently,
oral history to explain the past. This collection makes a great case for a
more collaborative effort between disciplines. More important, this book
provides an excellent background for anyone studying or teaching the U.S.
West, Native American history, or the Spanish Borderlands by weaving together archaeology, folklore, geography, geology, and history to give an excellent picture of an often overlooked period of exploration and contact.
Sandra K. Mathews
Nebraska Wesleyan University
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Chicana Feminisms: A Critical Reader. Edited by Gabriela F. Arrendondo,
Aida Hurtado, Norma Khan, Olga Najera-Ramirez, and Patricia Zavella.
Post-Contemporary Interventions Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University
Press, 2003. xii + 391 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $23.95 paper,
ISBN 0-8223-3141-1.)
In 1996, Chicana scholars at u.c. Santa Cruz founded the Chicana Feminisms Research Cluster under the umbrella organization of the Chicano/
Latino Research Center (CLRC). This critical reader comes out of the PostContemporary Interventions series and offers readers an opportunity to read
scholarship that examines the multi-layered Chicana experience, which transcends region, borders, and language. These essays reexamine and reconstruct Chicana lives and practices through literature, film, lived experiences,
sexuality, music, and art. The editors, each of whom are U.C. Santa Cruz
faculty and whose disciplines include history, psychology, folklore, anthropology, and literature, sought to "create dialogues between authors and discussants and to provoke a multidimensional rippling of talk among many
scholars" (p. 10). They achieve this by inviting distinguished scholars and
upcoming graduate students in Chicana feminist thought to share their work
through a colloquium series, from which the essays in this anthology are
drawn. In addition, each essay features a selected respondent in order to
create a sense of discussion and dialogue via the written word.
The first contributor, Elba Rosario Sanchez, pulls in the reader with a
selection of poetry and letters that describe how her identity as an immigrant is complicated by her family's perceptions and societal stereotypes
and point to the complexities of a Chicana identity, which is heterogeneous
and binational. Maylei Blackwell's essay on Las Hijas de Cuauhtemoc
problematizes the labor of Chicana feminists in the movement through
print culture, and readers also gain a first-hand account from participant
and Chicana feminist Ana Nieto Gomez. Norma Cantu revisits the writing
of her now widely known Canicula, while Olga Najera-Ramirez's "Unruly
Passions: Poetics, Performance, and Gender in the Ranchera Song" reexamines women's performance and role in the development of la musica
ranchera by artists on both sides of the border. Aida Hurtado introduces
readers to a South Texas woman she calls Inocencia, giving voice and agency
to Inocencia's resistance and survival through marriage, migration, and family. In her analysis of Lone Star, Rosa Linda Fregroso challenges the notion
that multiculturalism has solved racial and ethnic inequalities. By responding
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to Jose LImon's critique of her original analysis, Fregoso provides insight
not only into the politics of representation in media, but the battle within
academic walls and the assumptions made about gendered representations.
Through its structure of situating writers a~d respondents, this anthology highlights the contributors' commitment to redefining how Chicana
lives and actions are interpreted and written. The editors' choice of essayists, including artists and creative writers, reiterates the interdisciplinary
nature of writing Chicana lives. Although at times inaccessible to a general
audience, this book will be beneficial to graduate feminist and Chicana
feminist theory courses in a variety of disciplines. The work demonstrates a
need to continue reflectively rethinking Chicana activism, writing, and everyday lived experiences through first-person experiences, historically, and in
contemporary times.
Mary Ann Villarreal
University of Utah

Folk Art Joumey: Florence D. Bartlett and the Museum ofIntemational Folk
Art. Edited by Laurel Seth and Ree Mobley, principal photography by Blair
Clark. (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2003. 116 pp. 85 color plates,
15 halftones, bibliography. $27.50 paper, ISBN 0-89°1-446-4.)

In the past, documentations of art collections could stand on their own,
unquestioned. The current climate within the contemporary worlds of art,
cultural studies, and museums creates an environment of a different reception. Florence Bartlett's life and times, her social class, and education provide the moorings from which she conducted her activities in an era not
yet receptive to concepts of cultural imperialism. Florence Bartlett's travels, the derivative collection and the resulting museum intersect modern
and postmodern consciousness, which the social and cultural historian may
find more interesting than the art collection itself.
Folk Art Joumey offers a brief account of Florence Dibell Bartlett's life
and her place in a social class, as well as a period in time when the elite
traveled the world, practiced philanthropy, and did not question the social
structures that facilitated both. Born into a rich Chicago family, Bartlett
graduated from Smith College in 1904. In an era of self-made millionaires
devoting time and money to the arts and serving as art patrons, Bartlett,
holding strong Unitarian beliefs, developed a sense of social responsibility
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revolving around work, education and reform. Bartlett was an ancillary
part of that post-World War I avant-garde who left New York to head West.
New Mexico at that time offered a new type of freedom for those wanting to
create artistic enclaves; Bartlett is linked to artistic and literary traditions
that included women such as Mabel Dodge Luhan, Georgia O'Keeffe, and
"Mary Austin, Willa Cather and Alice Corbin Henderson" (p. 32). These
"new women" were partly a product of the Progressive Era, seeking reform
and innovation, and partly a generation of women wanting both a sense of
expertise and of contribution. Bartlett's service ethos was strengthened by
her more than forty-year association with the Eleanor Clubs of Chicago.
She also found meaning from her travels and interest in folk art. Her acquisitions assembled over the years became the contents of the museum's collection, which Bartlett donated to the state of New Mexico in 1953.
As a whole, the collection does not dwell on any singular regional imagery or iconographic style, temporal changes, subject matter, or provenance.
With few unifying features other than having been acquired during Bartlett's
travels, the collection acts as a site illustrating the mixture of an era when
American and world cultures came together as acquisition.
Bartlett's eye and interests are diverse, ranging from textiles and jewelry to pottery, furniture, and ironwork. Items are grouped under six
different subcollections: Spanish Colonial, Asian, Latin American,
Contemporary Hispano and Latino, European, and American, as well as
Textiles and Costumes, which includes most of the jewelry. There are
beautiful examples of silverwork from Guatemala, Mexico, Yemen, and
Morocco, as well as brilliantly colored, heavily embroidered dresses from
Palestine.
These collections speak to the essential contributions museums make by
providing educational, cultural, and cross-cultural knowledge. The Museum
of International Folk Art does not merely house the collections; it emphasizes understanding the context in which they were acquired, underscores
the items as cultural artifacts, and raises the questions of identity, belonging, and cultural appropriation from a contemporary view that now includes
NAGPRA and debates of the Kennewick Man.
Melissa Johnson
Tucson, Arizona
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Los Alamos: The Ranch School Years, 1917-1943. By John D. Wirth and Linda
Harvey Aldrich. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2003. xii +
306 pp. 9 color plates, 25 duotones, 43 halftones, maps, appendix, notes,
selected bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2883-0.)
Long before there was a Los Alamos National Laboratory, a modern town,
or even a county named Los Alamos, the Pajarito Plateau served as the
home of earlier residents with other reasons to live and work in this isolated,
breathtakingly beautiful place. Some were Hispanic farmers who peacefully worked their fields and raised their families from one generation to the
next. Later residents on the plateau included the faculty, staff, and students
of a unique educational institution called the Los Alamos Ranch School
(LARS). Founded near Ashley Pond in 1917, the boarding school's goal was
to provide a high-quality education and vigorous outdoor activity to help
often-frail boys grow into healthy, responsible young men. With one of the
highest private school tuition rates in the United States (about $23,000 adjusted for inflation), the Ranch School was a small, elite institution that
accepted only forty-seven students at its peak enrollment. Despite the Ranch
School's national reputation, considerable longevity, and many successful
alumni, a book-length history of the school had never been published until
John D. Wirth and Linda Harvey Aldrich undertook the task.
Wirth, the son of a highly respected schoolmaster, grew up at the Ranch
School. After earning a doctorate in history, Wirth became a respected authority on Brazil and enjoyed a long academic career at Stanford. He
combined his skills as an historian with his first-hand experience at Los
Alamos to tackle this final work of his life. Wirth died in 2002 before his
Ranch School history could be completed. Fortunately, the work was left in
the capable hands of Linda Harvey Aldrich, a long-time Los Alamos Historical Museum archivist who had been involved in the project from its
inception. The result is an impressive book that focuses on the many men
and women who worked and taught at the Ranch School with a sense of
mission and adventure far exceeding their rather meager pecuniary rewards.
Appropriately, much of the book is about A. J. Connell, LARS's first and
only director and clearly the moving force behind both the school in gen- .
eral and its famed Boy Scout troop in particular. Troop 22 served as the
cornerstone of all character-building activities, from wilderness camping to
community service. A second, smaller section of the book considers the
ranch as a community in three insightful chapters. Theresa A. Strottman
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remembers Hispanic families who worked at the school, Richard E.
Womelsduff recalls his childhood memories as a ranch foreman's son, and
Wirth recounts his boyhood as a teacher's son. Wirth concludes with a chapter describing the sense of place he experienced growing up in Los Alamos.
Despite ample praise for the men and women who lived and worked at
the Ranch School, the authors are quite candid in their appraisal of the
school and its personnel. Connell's strengths in particular and personal flaws
are both highlighted. During his lifetime his weaknesses were often ignored
with undoubtedly harmful effects on the very boys whose parents had sent
them so far from home to enjoy Connell's promised care, guidance, and
protection. Student memories are included, but they are few in number
and secondary to the authors' main focus on faculty, staff, and administration. Tellingly, there is no listing of the school's eighty-eight graduates, although brief biographies of each of LARS's forty-one teachers and even a
list of the school's sixty horses appear in separate appendixes.
The Los Alamos Ranch School closed abruptly in 1942 when leaders of
the Manhattan Project identified the Pajarito Plateau as suitably isolated
for the secret development of a new super weapon that ultimately ended
World War II. The school's closing was sudden but perhaps merciful for an
institution that had arguably outlived its time and purpose. Personifying his
school to the end, A. J. Connell died a similarly sudden death in Santa Fe
on 11 February 1944.
Los Alamos: The Ranch School Years will be of value to readers interested
in educational history, educational philosophy, the history of childhood in
the West, and the varied history of the Pajarito Plateau. Those with a bookshelf reserved for exceptional books on Los Alamos will be able to add yet
another fine volume to their growing collection.
Richard Melzer
University of New Mexico

Ditches Across the Desert: Irrigation in the Lower Pecos Valley. By Stephen
Bogener. (Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2003. xi + 340PP. Halftones,
notes, bibliography, index. $34.95. ISBN 0-89672-509-X.)
Despite the breadth of its title, Ditches Across the Desert: Irrigation in the
Lower Pecos Valley narrowly focuses on the development of Carlsbad, New
Mexico, on the Pecos River just north of the Texas state line during the
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period between 1850 and 1925. This concentration adds a depth of detail to
the story, but does not allow Bogener to adequately locate Carlsbad in either space or time.
There is very little in this book about upstream competition for the Pecos
River by groundwater pumping in Roswell and above and, more importantly, there is even less about the roughly simultaneous downstream development in the Red Bluff area of Texas, just across the state line. After twenty
years of Supreme Court litigation between New Mexico and Texas and a
slew of books on the Lower Pecos, still no one knows much about ditches
across the west Texas desert. This book severs that part of the integrated
story of the lower Pecos River once again, and we are left with little information about irrigation in the lowest Pecos Valley.
In addition, Bogener's isolates in time the story of the lower Pecos.
Ditches Across the Desert begins in the mid-nineteenth century and does
not miss much by starting there. But cutting the book off in 1925 leaves a
large part of the story untold. Bogener finishes the book with a short chapter, a shorter conclusion, and an even shorter epilogue that closes with
this disclaimer: "(a)lthough there is much more to say about events and
conflict subsequent to 1925 and final adoption of the Pecos River Compact in 1948, I leave that portion of history for a later time" (p. 228). This
is a whimper, not a bang, and indicates a book artificially cut off from its
surroundings.
But for the limited area and truncated period that Bogener addresses,
Ditches Across the Desert provides new and valuable information. Indeed,
this book probably tells us as much as we will ever know, and a lot more
than I did, about the chaotic early efforts to capture the Pecos River and to
create Carlsbad. Bogener employs hitherto unused primary sources and he
lets the Carlsbad story take him where it leads: capital markets in Colorado
Springs, New York, Europe and beyond, and to early Bureau of Reclamation politics and policies. Those far-flung venues sometimes carry Bogener
too far way from his own -Carlsbad - and the uneven writing style of Ditches
Across the Desert does not keep him close to home. But Bogener's story is
far-reaching, complex, and filled with detail.
G. Em/en Hall

University of New Mexico
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Pendejo Cave. Edited by Richard S. MacNeish and Jane G. Libby. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2003. xx + 526 pp. Halftones,
graphs, 67 line drawings, 32 maps, tables, bibliography, index. $85.00 cloth,
ISBN 0-8263-2405-3:)
There are two more-or-Iess polarized camps in Americanist archaeology-those that believe Clovis represents the first occupation of the New
World, and those that believe pre-Clovis cultures have already been, or will
soon be, found. As a volume, Pendejo Cave straddles both camps. Some of
the authors, particularly the editor and late project director, R. S. "Scotty"
MacNeish, hope that Pendejo Cave is the smoking gun that proves that humans were in the New World prior to the definitive and well-dated Clovis
occupations of ca. 11,000 years ago. Other contributors prove far more cautious in their approach, providing empirical studies and analyses while refraining from hypertrophied interpretations. As such, there is a curiously
dichotomous feel to this multidisciplinary volume.
This volume offers an interesting comparison to Paul Sidney Martin's
work on Tularosa Cave. Though Tularosa Cave does not have a Paleoindian
or, to use the term preferred by the Pendejo Cave authors, Paleoamerican
occupation, it nevertheless facilitates comparisons in the method and theory
of New Mexican cave archaeology over the last five decades. Contributors
to this volume offer new analytic techniques and data, particularly
paleoclimate (chapter 2), soils and sediments (chapter 3), isotopic studies
(chapter 7), use-wear studies (chapter 12), and analysis offriction-skin imprints and human hair DNA (chapter 16). Other portions of this volume,
however, have the distinct, old-school feel of a standard, descriptive culture history site report such as those produced by Martin and his colleague
John Rinaldo.
Though many of the postexcavation analytical techniques applied and
described in Pendejo Cave were developed within the last five decades,
MacNeish has used the general excavation method since at least 1949. As
he and excavation supervisor Geoffrey Cunnar would later recognize, the
excavation ofPendejo Cave would probably have benefited from the use of
new methods and, in particular, recording technologies.
Given that Clovis sites all across the New World are well dated to such a
narrow time frame (e.g. 11,600-10,900 years ago), it is, by definition, a logistical and demographic necessity that archaeological sites exist somewhere
between Beringia and Tierra del Fuego that predate Clovis sites, unless
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Eric von Daniken was correct and extraterrestrials dropped people practicing an exceedingly refined lithic technology into the well-known and welldated Clovis sites in a geological instant. Unfortunately, despite more than
a century of more-or-Iess intensive search, incontrovertible evidence of preClovis occupation still has not been found, and indeed the evidence presented in this volume does not convince me that Pendejo Cave enjoyed a
pre-Clovis, or Paleoamerican, occupation beginning at 55,000 years ago.
What, then, about this volume?
The good news is that there is a great deal of raw data presented in Pendejo
Cave, so that even if one does not agree with the interpretations offered,
one can use the data to evaluate the conclusions presented and draw one's
own. The volume is divided into three sections after a posthumous tribute
to MacNeish by Barry Rollett and a preface by Glen DeGarmo. Section I is
"Paleoecology"; Section II, "Evidence of Human Occupation"; and Section III is titled "Conclusions." A host of well-known scholars who did not
participate in the excavations have contributed analyses to the volume,
particularly specialists in radiocarbon dating (e.g., R. E. Taylor), lithic
use-wear analysis (e.g., George H. Odell and Anne Louise Van Gijn), zooarchaeology (e.g., Arthur Harris), and others.
As noted, this volume reads like a standard culture history site report of
yore, which typically included descriptions of modern flora and fauna, objects of stone, bone, and perishable remains, and (in Paul Martin's case) a
conjectures section that pushed the limits of the data in the direction of
culture process and the New Archaeology of later decades. In Pendejo Cave,
there are seven chapters on the regional setting and paleoclimate (Monder
et al.), soils and sediments (Michael McFaul and William Doering), Pleistocene vertebrate fauna (Arthur Harris), modern vegetation and flora of
Pendejo Cave (Harold T. Hiles), macrobotanical remains (Janet L.
McVickar), and isotopic studies of environments and climates (Marino and
MacNeish). Section II, on the evidence of human occupation, includes chapters on the stratigraphy and features ofPendejo Cave (Cunnar), radiocarbon
chronology (Taylor et al.), the source of carbonate lithic artifacts (Clemons
and Monger), lithics (MacNeish and Wilner), lithic use-wear (Odell and
Van Gijn), worked bone (Chrisman and Bonnichsen), ceramics (Hill), perishable artifacts (Hyland, Adovasio, and IIIingsworth), and friction-skin imprints and hair (Chrisman et al.). Section III includes chapters that are
analogous to Martin's "Conjectures," including treatments of "The Way of
Life Manifested by the Zones at Pendejo Cave" (Jessop and MacNeish),
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"Early Inhabitants of the Americas: Pendejo Cave and Beyond" (MacNeish),
and "Summary, Implications, and Problems" (Cunnar and MacNeish).
Chapters in this volume can be divided between the conservatively empirical (e.g., 2-6; 8-16) and the more radically interpretive (e.g., chapters 1, 7,
17-19), with the division often occurring along with MacNeish's imprimatur.
There are, and have been, a number of vested interests in this project,
ranging from the Andover Foundation for Archaeological Research, which
funded the project, to the United States Army, through the Fort Bliss Cultural Resource Management Program, and the legions of specialists, archaeologists, and other scientists who visited the site at various times during the
excavation seasons of 1990 through 1992. MacNeish is to be admired for his
open-door policy at this site, as much as was possible given U.S. Army security restrictions, for he knew that it would take first-hand experience for
archaeologists to become convinced in a pre-Clovis occupation of the site.
Nevertheless, there are numerous problems with the analyses and the presentation. There is a lack of true collaboration between authors of certain
chapters (p. 124) and a failure to fully incorporate all available data (pp. 169,
410) in the chapters presented. The authors use unnecessary significant digits when citing percentages, e.g., 93.26% (p. 39) and 7.81 cm maximum
thickness for Zone A (p. 145) - precision is not synonymous with accuracy
or veracity. The apparently selective allowance for bioturbation and other
disturbance in the cave, e.g., extinct ground sloth hair in Zone A (recent), is
recognized as intrusive, but the human hair in Zone E (17,000-19,500 years
ago) is thought to be in situ, though other portions of Zone E are recognized as disturbed (p. 159) and other material culture evidence for human
occupation in Zone E is not incontrovertible. The quality of graphics and
illustrations is highly variable, ranging from poor (p. 36) to excellent (e.g.,
artifact illustrations in chapter 11). Identical symbols are used to identifY
"bone tools or remains" and "vegetal tools or remains" (p. 434)' The identification of actual, incontrovertible artifacts is the single most important criterion on which the argument for Paleoamerican occupation of the cave
rests. By using the same symbol for "tools" and "remains" and by putting
the potentially loaded term "tools" first, Jessop and MacNeish imbue the
symbols with more meaning than many specialists would otherwise allow
(see Section II). Similarly, the use of the phrase "floor plots" rather than
"level" or "zone" plots implies a behavioral element to each plot (pp. 43863) that simply is not warranted by the data.
There are many other points with which specialists might quibble, but
space does not allow for a more detailed consideration. I cannot endorse
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this volume as required reading for all students of Americanist archaeology.
I can say, however, that this ambitious and thought-provoking volume can
serve as a useful tool for teaching graduate students how to critically evaluate archaeological publications by analyzing published archaeological data
and drawing their own conclusions from what will be the permanent record
of an important site and interesting period in Americanist archaeology.
Stephen Nash
The Field Museum
Chicago, Illinois

Mogollon Mountain Man: Nat Straw, Grizzly Hunter and Trapper. By
Carolyn O'Bagy Davis. (Tucson, Ariz.: Sanpete Publications, 2003. 229 pp.
142 halftones, map, appendixes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 09635°92-4-1.)
The early twentieth century was a good time to be weird, male, and single
in the American West. With a burro, a gun, and an active imagination, a
man could claim a romantic western identity and live like a hermit in the
woods without.explanation. Nat Straw adopted two: prospector and hunter.
He searched for lost mines and shot bears in the Mogollon Mountains of
southwestern New Mexico from 1890 to 1941. An exuberant storyteller, Straw
fashioned a persona that camouflaged the ugly aspects of his life. He lied,
drank too much, and sometimes tortured the animals ranchers paid him to
exterminate. He also abandoned his Navajo wife and two daughters. Friends,
acquaintances, and professional folklorists passed over the dents in Straw's
character in favor of his colorful anecdotes. They preferred to see him as a
relic of the frontier past instead of as a complex man with a tough personal
history. A walking antique, Straw brought a touch of wildness and whimsy
to their modern lives.
Carolyn O'Bagy Davis's biography sketches the outlines of Nat Straw's
self-transformation into a regional caricature. She chronicles his arrival in
the Southwest via Minnesota, traces his career as a predator hunter for local
livestock owners, and, most importantly, describes his rise as a teller of tales.
Straw was a favored dinner guest of many Mogollon ranch families, and,
given enough whisky, he could spin a whopping story. Among his inventions was Geronimo, the grizzly bear he captured and rode bareback with a
hackamore. Straw hunted on Geronimo until the day he mistakenly hopped
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on a look-a-like bear. The animal rocketed "a mile down Cienega Canyon"
before Straw, realizing his mistake, leapt off. He lost his appetite for bearriding after the incident.
Stories about the "saddle bear," the lost Adams mine, the smartest grizzly, and a mountain lion drowned in a rain puddle won Straw national
attention. In 1928, the Texas writer and folklorist J. Frank Dobie interviewed
him and later published a couple of Straw's bear tales in Vanity Fair and the

Saturday Evening Post.
The relationship between Dobie's literary folklore and Straw's oral
storytelling is one of the many tantalizing questions that Davis never asks.
At times she tries to judge the veracity of Straw's legend, but this book for
the most part swims in the shallows of when, where, and how. Readers wanting answers to a deeper set of quandaries (Why did Nat Straw live alone in a
remote corner of New Mexico until his death in 1941? Why did so many
people choose to romanticize this lifestyle?) will have to look elsewhere.
Jon T. Coleman
Notre Dame University

From This Earth: The Ancient Art of Pueblo Pottery. By Stewart Peckham,
forward by 1- 1- Brody. (Reprint, Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press,
2003. xi + 169 pp. 21 color plates, 150 halftones, maps, appendix, glossary,
selected bibliography, index. $39.95 paper,

ISBN

0-89013-2°5-4.)

Voices in Clay: Pueblo Pottery from the Edna M. Kelly Collection. By Bruce
Bernstein and 1- 1- Brody. (Oxford, Ohio: Miami University Art Museum,
2001. 116 pp. 119 color plates, 83 halftones, map, bibliography, glossary. $49.95
cloth,

ISBN

0-94°784-21-1, $24-95 paper,

ISBN

0-940784-22-X.)

These two books make an unusual pair; one is a long-lived classic that
outlines the broadest trends in Pueblo pottery; the other is a recent contribution that focuses on a little-known collection of historic Pueblo pottery in
Ohio. Although they are not as complementary as one might hope, they
provide an intriguing contrast that highlights different approaches to Southwest pottery.
The wide-reaching classic, From This Earth, begins with a brief essay on
the nature of tradition then quickly dives into a detailed, non-technical history of archaeologists and pottery studies in the Southwest. It is in chapter 2
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that Peckham lays out his agenda: to trace large-scale, long-term continuities in southwestern pottery from about AD 200 to the present (or at least the
1980s), without getting bogged down in the often-intimidating details of the
more than fifteen hundred defined pottery types of the Southwest. The scope
of his presentation of Pueblo pottery is very broad indeed: utility (unpainted)
ware vs. painted wares, and mineral and vegetal vs. glaze paint. These divisions provide the dominant structure of the book, which may be confusing
to readers more oriented to geography or specific ceramic types.
This broad division becomes problematic in the historic period, when
it seems to lose some of its descriptive power. A 1975 jar from Santa Clara,
for example, is described as "Mogollon Slipped/Anasazi Mineral-Paint/
Anasazi and Historic Pueblo Vegetal-Paint/Tewa Red and Tewa Black Traditions, Tewa Basin Province" (p. 131). The descriptors appear to be derived more from the fact that the jar was made at Santa Clara, rather than
anything particular to the vessel itself; Peckham's use of such descriptors
is intended to highlight continuities in pottery traditions but does not make
the divisions any less awkward. In fact, they are largely unnecessary today,
when few if any researchers would insist on substantial discontinuities in
Pueblo ceramics.
Peckham's failure to directly acknowledge known potters in any of the
captions relating to historic pottery is also questionable; instead, he buries
the information in an appendix, effectively erasing known individuals from
the volume. Ironically, Peckham's focus on continuity in ceramics results
in his dismissal of the potters responsible for historic vessels. His reference
to art inspired by the Southwest as made by "an Indian craftsman from the
Southeast" (p. 123) begs the question: why not name these individuals?
At its heart, though, this book succeeds at its goal; it ably traces continuity, rather than splitting pottery into the "smaller and smaller units" (p. 135)
that often drive archaeologists to distraction. Its emphasis is on the perpetuation of traditions, with room for change through events such as migration, disaster, contact among villages, and human nature. This is a
refreshingly humanistic perspective. for a book that generally avoids actual people; it remains a valuable introduction to almost two thousand
years of Pueblo ceramics.
Voices in Clay is essentially the opposite of Peckham's book. This exhibit
catalog focuses on the specifics of a little-known but significant collection
housed not in the Southwest but in southwestern Ohio, bringing together the
comments of a varied group of experts. The catalog's sections are divided by
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Pueblo, introduced by J. J. Brody and Bruce Bernstein. Their concise comments provide an excellent, sometimes terse, overview of historic pottery in
each featured Pueblo, with quality color photographs arranged chronologically. Many vessels are accompanied by comments given by one or more
individuals from a team of nine experts, following the volume's goal of providing a "narrative of multiple voices" (p. 9). Most of this narrative derives
from a single trip made by three potters and three museum curators to Miami University for what must have been three glorious days of looking at the
pottery of the Edna M. Kelly collection.
The photographs and comments are the true core of the book; they provide access not only to pottery that relatively few people will travel to Ohio
to see, but also to the insights of the assembled experts. In the best cases, the
format lives up to its promise; the photographs clearly illustrate the nuanced
comments about a specific vessel. At other times, unfortunately, the comments are more mundane than earthshaking. The most interesting observations are probably those by Tony Chavarria (Santa Clara Pueblo) and Steve
Lucas (Hopi Pueblo) regarding tradition and the pressure to conform to a
single village style. Such details humanize the book, bringing the concerns
of Pueblo potters to life and providing a good foil for From This Earth. Voices
succeeds in providing a welcome glimpse of a too-little-known collection,
housed far from the Southwest, that will now hopefully begin to receive
more of the attention that it deserves.
Marit K. Munson
Trent University

The Cherokee Night and Other Plays. By Lynn Riggs, foreword by Jace
Weaver. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. xx + 343 pp. Halftones, chronology, bibliography. $24.95 paper, ISBN 0-8061-3470-4-)
Lynn Riggs has long been an important but often overlooked figure in
American drama. Through the republication of three of his most interesting plays (Green Grow the Lilacs, The Cherokee Night, and Out of Dust),
readers are reacquainted with this important American Indian playwright
and the peoples of nineteenth-century Oklahoma.
Riggs's plays are not only a contribution to drama but also offer historians
and other scholars a new resource. His work provides a rare glimpse into a
world in which cowboys, farmers, and ranchers of various ethnic mixtures try
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to find authenticity in the midst of rapid change. Throughout his plays,
Riggs displays a concern for the passing of an older and perhaps simpler era.
All of his characters- White, Black, Indian, or mixed bloods-strive to cope
with life's harshness.
In his play Green Grow the Lilacs, Riggs provides a nostalgic eulogy for
the natural landscape much more apparent here than in the musical Oklahoma!, which was adapted from his play. The characters are mesmerized by
the beauty and simplicity of farm life and the abundance the land provided
to those willing to work hard. The tragic figure ofJeeter Fry seems to represent someone who has been damaged too much by the struggle to survive,
while most of the other characters reveal resiliency in the face of hardships.
Such was life on the frontier, and Riggs reveals the real human emotions
within the somewhat romanticized Oklahoma past.
In The Cherokee Night, Riggs provides his most powerful insights into
the world of mixed bloods within the Cherokee community in Oklahoma.
All the characters are part Cherokee, attempting to find their place in a
changing world. Some choose to ignore their heritage in order to fit into
American society; others seek nobility in the midst of poverty while battling
self-doubt, and dependency. Throughout the play, Riggs pleads for an end
to the cycles of violence, hinting at some hope that it might eventually
change. Riggs, himself a mixed blood, no doubt grappled with his own identity; this play is perhaps his most autobiographical.
While the play Out ofDust is not as obvious a critique on ethnic conflict
as The Cherokee Night, it does convey the same themes: human frailty, the
critical choices that all people face, and the disastrous results ofsome of those
choices. He again looks at the heritage of children who experience violence
or a lack of acceptance from parental figures. The play is yet another picture
of an era long gone, a landscape - both concrete and emotional- that Riggs
wants to remember.
Jace Weaver provides an excellent forward and introductions to each
play, and his biographical sketch and chronology ofLynn Riggs's life orient
the reader to the themes the playwright hoped to illuminate. A good bibliography is also included for readers who want to delve further into Riggs
and the American West in drama. In many ways, this work provides an excellent source for the study of ethnicity in the American Southwest.
April R. Summitt
Arizona State University East
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The River in Winter. By Stanley Crawford. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2003. x + 170 pp. Notes. $21.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2857-1.)
As many readers will already know, Stanley Crawford is the author of
both fiction and nonfiction but is probably best known for his nonfiction
books about living and farming in northern New Mexico, A Garlic Testament and Mayordomo. The latter received the Western States Book Award
in 1988. The River in Winter is a collection of essays that were mostly written
after 1998 and first appeared in the Santa Fean Magazine.
The essays in this collection are arranged in four sections entitled "Brief
Histories," "Water," "Creatures and Their Habitats," and "The Infrastructure of Place" and cannot be pigeonholed into a particular genre. Some
pieces reflect the contemplative and poetic quality of nature writing, but
Crawford also provides astute cultural observations of village life and impassioned pleas for the conservation of an ancient system of communal water
management, the acequia system.
Since New Mexico Historical Review readers are particularly concerned
with books of historical interest, I should note at the outset that A River in
Winter deals little with the history of the West, except with respect to water
in New Mexico, its use and abuse. However, I strongly recommend the
book for its fine writing and insight into life and nature in the Rio Grande
corridor between Santa Fe and Taos at the turn of the millennium. Anyone
interested in the recent history of the acequia system would want to read
"Free Lunch," a long essay that deftly manages to juggle several stories at
once, and "An Open Letter to the State Engineer," which makes specific
recommendations that "have to do with water-which is to say with its numberless companions of culture, community, tradition, history, and fauna and
flora" (pp. 66-67)' Also, "Saving the Commons" deals with the historic village of San Antonio de Padua near Albuquerque and its acequia.
Crawford, however, includes other kinds of history in this collection. "A
History of Flat Stones," for instance, considers the rocks he finds in the river
near his home: "Each one of these hard lumps has some incredibly long
and complex history, which stretches back to the beginnings of time - yet a
past of nothing more than geologic cataclysms between eons of relative
immobility" (p. 20). Cultural historians in particular will appreciate the
first essay in the book, "A Brief History of Lines," in which he, notes how the
boundaries and passageways written on New Mexico's landscape were drawn
by the meeting of crooked-line and straight-line cultures and by nature's
own contours.
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When I began reading the book, I expected essays about the Rio Grande,
but they in fact range far afield in subject matter, from people who are crazy
about gourds to the phenomenon of globalization. In fact, the onlycriticism I would have of this book that I enjoyed reading very much is that it is
an odd assortment of essays more than a cohesive collection. But don't let
that comment stop you from reading The River in Winter! Any assortment of
essays by Stanley Crawford would be worth spending time reading. He is a
writer whose company a reader can relish, and his varied topics all relate to
life in an unusual part of the Southwest-northern New Mexico-a place
that deserves his articulate attention.
Sandra D. Lynn
New Mexico State University at Carlsbad

The Future of the Southern Plains. Edited by Sherry L. Smith. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. xii + 275 pp. Halftones, maps, graphs,

tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29'95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3553-0.)
"There's something happenin' here, what it is ain't exactly clear" could
have been the question posed by The Buffalo Springfield for eight scholars
gathered to reflect upon the past and future of the Southern Plains. Sherry
Smith, professor of history and assistant director of the Clements Center for
Southwest Studies at Southern Methodist University, sponsored a symposium for these scholars to address this theme, and 'the results of their work
are apparent in the pages of this anthology.
But have the scholars answered what is "happenin' here"? Ever since
Frank and Debbie Popper introduced their controversial "buffalo commons"
proposition, certain trends appear obvious. The population and economics
of small towns have been in rapid descent, severe water problems in terms
of quality and quantity are worsening, and family farming has waned. So
many places seem to be reverting to frontier conditions sans the plants,
animals, and peoples who once thrived prior to 1890.
How should such trends be inte'rpreted? Elliot West depicts the deep
history of trading the area's rich collection of solar energy, whether in the
form of bison, oil, or wind, to high-demand consumers elsewhere. He also
shows how the region's local economy was transformed and fully immersed
into a global one. John Miller Morris, from both a scholarly and personal
understanding, explains the decline in family farms and the rise of corporate
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farms with a twist, detailing the development of "corporate family farms," a
midway between family and corporate agribusiness. Connie Woodhouse
tracks the historical intensity of drought on the Plains and demonstrates its
frequent reoccurrence, noting there were harsher conditions in 1820 than
in 1934. John Opie chronicles the achievements of groundwater management District no. 1 in Texas and District no. 4 in Kansas while interweaving
the concept of "moral geography," or a "public ethical decision," regarding
a place and its people. Diana Davids Olien explains the promise of independent oil producers. Jeff Roche analyzes conservative Republican politics in the region, and Yolanda Romero portrays Hispanic population growth
and its transformative political and social effects. Dan Flores concludes the
volume with his study of the failed attempt to create a grassland national
park at Palo Duro Canyon.
The Plains have a knotty history to unravel and sometimes the essayists'
insights seem questionable. For example, if Stephen Long, according to
Flores, complained about the sandy wastes of the Arkansas River Valley in
1820, then why did his companion Bell write of the lush grazing around
present-day Rocky Ford, Colorado, and then in the next week, during July,
encounter three days of rain? And while Roche proffers an explanation for
the politics of the region, he pays little attention to the role of fundamentalist
Christianity as has Thomas Frank in his recent depiction of Kansas politics.
Regardless of this minor criticism, the essays offer a more complete and
nuanced understanding of the Southern Plains. In the process, Professor
Smith has given us a clearer vision of "what's happenin' here."
James E. Sherow
Kansas State University

After the Boom in Tombstone and Jerome, Arizona: Decline in Western Resource
Towns. By Eric L. Clements. Wilbur S. Shepperson Series in History and
Humanities. (Reno: University ofNevada Press, 2003. xv + 389 pp. 45 halftones,
maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-87417-571-2.)
Calaveras Gold: The Impact ofMining on a Mother Lode County. By Ronald
H. Limbaugh and Willard P. Fuller. Wilbur S. Shepperson Series in History
and Humanities. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2003. xi + 404 pp. 76
halftones, maps, charts, tables, notes, glossary; index. $39'95 cloth, ISBN 087417-546-4. )
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These books explore the social, economic, and environmental consequences of one of the West's important extractive industries, suggesting
the legacy of mining outlived its operations. Even as mines failed, mining
remained essential to landscapes, communities, and a persistent western
mythology.
In examining these oft-ignored southern mines of California's Mother
Lode, Ronald Limbaugh and Willard Fuller straddle two sides of the literature, detailing positive capital flows brought by mining and simultaneously
recognizing its exploitation of human and natural resources. "In Calaveras
for the past 150 years, mining has been the most dynamic of the external
forces affecting the lives of individuals and families" (p. 4)' Limbaugh and
Fuller begin with the individual Argonauts who haphazardly utilized ancient technology to garner minimal returns. Hydraulic mining in the 1860s
increased ecological damage, clogging waterways in the valleys and leaving
pits across the mountains. American entrepreneurs who acquired land from
the Mexican government in the 1840S made fortunes supplying and staking
miners, but the general economy slowed.
Notions of instant prosperity and a myth of infinite abundance drove
Calaveras residents, who struggled to establish lode mining although they
lacked access to new technologies, understanding of geology, qualified engineers, and a reliable work force. By the mid-1880s, corporate investments
from San Francisco and other cities spurred bettermanagement and "economic maturity." Nonetheless, lode mining required ancillary industries,
which Calaveras County had difficulty maintaining. Poor transportation
limited production of base metals and "confined the timber industry to local markets" (p. 171). More innovative enterprises shifted from mining to
water and power companies, although the suggestion that geography more
than economics prompted prior appropriation law merits greater examination given Donald Pisani's conclusions to the contrary.
Violence and xenophobia were part of the gold rush and its transient,
masculine society. "Social maturity did not always accompany economic
maturity" (p. 85). Labor organization in Calaveras lagged because of government antipathy, the slow development oflode mining, and hostile management. Corporations maintained low wage structures in the decades
approaching World War I. Increased industrialization in mining lifted the
local economy, but miners had little success improving safety or benefits.
After an upsurge in the 193os, mining could not be maintained because
there were no sustainable ore reserves. In the final chapter, the authors
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explore mining's legacy over the last seventy years. Mercury, arsenic, and other
mine-waste fouled the water, although federal intervention and a recent restoration improved quality and shifted some culpability to corporations. Environmental concerns became a quality-of-life issue when Calaveras experienced
a new boom as exurbia. "A peacetime economy following the end of the Cold
War accelerated the exodus to less expensive rural communities" (p. 305).

In After the Boom, Eric Clements explores the mining busts in two
Arizona towns. Tombstone and Jerome did not simply become "ghost towns"
when the industry failed; communities shrank but persisted. Residents devised strategies-of mixed success - in an attempt to reverse declines. In an
ahistorical approach, Clements intertwines his economic and social analysis of both towns even though their booms and busts are separated by decades.
Clements also suggests that mining provides a bridge between old and
new western historians by arguing that nineteenth-century mining represented settlement processes, while twentieth-century industrial mining was
centered on place-the remaining mining districts. Throughout, the author adopts a surprisingly favorable corporate analysis of Arizona mining.
"A quasi-company town like Jerome owed the company in more ways than
its residents might care to admit" (p. 110). And he tackles traditional interpretations of a camp's life cycle by showing that, "the return of the small
operator, though lauded by newspapers with nothing better to discuss, often
marked the beginning of the end for a mining camp" (pp. 102-3). Despite
different booster strategies, both towns stumbled until the post-World War
II era when residents turned to another central western industry-tourism.

In Tombstone, the O.K. Corral attracted crowds; Jerome, meanwhile, preserved its industrial heritage.
Clements primarily explores economic and environmental consequences
of mining. He offers an apt analysis of the common subsidence problem.
"In an ironic form of cannibalism, mining often consumes mining towns"
(p. 196). During the booms, excavations and blasting had occurred under
Jerome's downtown. By the 1930S, buildings began to crack and within two
decades, half of Main Street slid away, further devastating a declining
economy. Other conclusions, however, may draw criticism. Some scholars
will challenge his assessments of the social and working conditions that
laborers encountered, such as: "What kept you at a job in a nineteenth- or
early twentieth-century mining town was that you liked the people, the place,
or its prospects" (p. 277)' Clements opens with an episode of gunplay be-
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tween labor and management in Tombstone in 1884, for example, but then
downplays such tensions in the following chapters.
Kathleen A. Brosnan
University of Houston

Myth and History in the Creation ofYellowstone National Park. By Paul
Schullery and Lee Whittlesey. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2003. xv + 125 pp. 28 halftones, appendix, notes, index. $22.00 paper, ISBN
0- 8°3 2 -43°5-7. )
This trim little book dissects the creation myth of America's premier
National Park and in doing so raises important questions about the relationship between history and public memory. The mythic story ofYellowstone's
creation has many of the elements of a classic western origin story; a lone
man with vision has a powerful idea that changes the tide of history. For the
better part of a century the National Park Service (NPS) and a long chain of
authors perpetuated and solidified the story about the Washburn-LangfordDoane expedition and the origin of the ideal of Yellowstone preserved as a
national treasure and saved from private development. The "campfire" story
was celebrated on park monuments and in park education programs, tourist
literature and many histories. For the conservation movement, this story,
along with similar stories of preservation efforts in the West, provided a model
for the power of individual action. The authors of this thoughtful study,
both long-time Yellowstone employees, delve deep into the early records of
Yellowstone history to paint a much more complex picture of the park's
beginnings while analyzing the power and persistence of the "campfire"
myth that remains a popular trope for public speakers in spite of decades of
careful research that points in other directions.
The book is divided into ten concise chapters. The first six chapters provide a careful analysis of the "campfire" story, its creators and its evolution
to acceptance and promotion by Park Service managers. The following chapters explore the debate over the story, its uses by the Park Service and its
contributions to oversimplified public perceptions about how environmental protection policies were developed and implemented in the parks. The
authors do an excellent job of contextualizing the evolution of the National
Park origin story; the Park Service continually reevaluated its history through
successive generations of administrators who generally worked to use the
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historical record to present an accurate version of the events leading to the
creation of the parks while continuing to use the popular mythology through
the 19605 to provide tourist friendly, historical "edutainment." Yellowstone's
centennial spurred a new wave of agency introspection that coincided with
a long series of significant reevaluations ofNPS history by a new generation
of historians, ecologists, and anthropologists.
The concluding chapters demonstrate how recent scholarship from a
variety of fields has moved beyond the myth supporters vs. myth-busters
debates of mid-century to a much more subtle look at the ways that the
Yellowstone myth is a product of significant cultural trends. The authors
nicely summarize current scholarship and debates about the parks, wilderness, and the culture of nature while providing insightful commentary about
the meanings of new research for park history.
This concise and interesting book will be of interest to anyone interested
in Yellowstone or the National Parks and to all who want to better understand the subtle relationship between myth, history and public memory.
Andrew Kirk
University ofNevada Las Vegas

Bodie's Gold, Tall Tales and True History from a California Mining Town. By
Marguerite Sprague. (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2003. xvi + 248 pp.
77 halftones, map, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, ISBN
0- 87417-5 11-9.)
Bodie is California's quintessential gold-mining ghost town, located on the
eastern side of the Sierra Nevada. Marguerite Sprague's account brings to life
the people, their stories, and the gold mining history of this high desert town.
Sprague, a California native, has a unique connection to Bodie. As a child,
she listened to spellbinding accounts of relatives who had lived there. Retracing her roots, Sprague photographed Bodie and began a family memoir.
Sprague tells us that she uncovered enough information to "write a Bodie
encyclopedia.... The amount of information (much of it of dubious accuracy) is staggering" (p. xii). The town was founded by Waterman S. Body
(William Bodey) who discovered gold in 1859. Unfortunately, Body froze to
death one winter while hauling in supplies, so he did not get to enjoy what
he had uncovered. In 1877, the Standard Mining Company struck veins of
ore. It was one of the richest gold discoveries in the West. During its heyday
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(1879-1881), Bodie (the spelling was changed) grew from twenty people to
ten thousand and became known as the wildest and most lawless camp in
the West. Sprague writes about hangings, shootings, robberies and street
fights. For awhile, Bodie had the highest murder rate in the country.
During the boom time, the mines ran twenty-four hours a day, employing up to ten thousand miners, including Sprague's uncle. They pulled out
bullion worth $75 million. Then began the long, slow decline into the twentieth century, until Bodie became a California state park in 1962.
Bodie's Gold is a lively, well-researched book. The text is interspersed
with archival and contemporary photographs, historical materials, and interviews, including eight with former Bodieites. The author carefully documents the lives and often deplorable working conditions of the miners and
their families. Every other aspect of life is covered-from gunfights and
brothels to school life and the role of women during that time. Sprague
even researched the Kuzedika Indians, the earliest native residents in the
area, as well as the Chinese who lived in Bodie.
In 1932 a fire destroyed 90 percent of Bodie. Today, less than two hundred weathered, wooden buildings remain. A cemetery spills down one hill.
On other hills, park employees have cordoned off a labyrinth of unsafe tunnels and mine shafts. Visitors stroll dusty roads, stopping to read signs and
peer inside windows of uninhabited buildings. Nothing much has changed
in the fifty years since the last residents left. As Sprague notes in her preface,
"Bodie sits as Bodie was left. There are no gussied-up storefronts, no actors
in cowboy duds, no player pianos tinkling out atmosphere" (p. 1).
Bodie's Gold is a valuable and informative source, from Marguerite
Sprague's preface to her extensive back matter. The book is a must read for
anyone who is planning a trip to Bodie or just wants to step back into
California's gold rush era.
Ginger Wadsworth
Orinda, California

Book Notes

The Short Stories of Fray Angelico Chavez. Edited by Genaro M. Padilla.
(Reprint, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2004. xx + 139 pp.
Line drawings, notes. $14-95 paper, ISBN 0-2-8263-0950-X.)
Frank Applegate of Santa Fe: Artist and Preservationist. By Daria Labinsky
and Stan Hieronymus. (Albuquerque: LPD Press, 2001. 295 pp. Halftones,
color plates, bibliography, index. $54.95 cloth, ISBN 1-890689-02-5, $39.95
paper, ISBN 1-89689-11-4-)
Brother Bill's Bait Bites Back and Other Tales from the Raton. By Ricardo L.
Garda. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2004- xi + u8 pp. $14.95
paper, ISBN 0-8°32-7]]]-5.)
Foreigners in Their Native Land: Historical Roots of the Mexican Americans,
rev. ed. Edited by David J. Weber, new foreword by Arnoldo De Leon, new
afterword by David J. Weber. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,

2004. xx + 292 pp. Halftones, line drawings, notes, index. $21.95 paper, ISBN
0-826 3-35 10-1.)

Arizona Goes to War: The Home Front and the Front Lines During World
War II. Edited by Brad Melton and Dean Smith, foreword by Senator John
McCain and introduction by Marshall Trimble. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2003. xxi + 233 pp. Halftones, line drawings, maps, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-2189-1, $24.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-2190-5.)

Cesar Chavez: A Brief Biography with Documents. Edited with an introduction by Richard W. Etulain. (Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2002. xi + 138
pp. Halftones, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-312-29427-1, $13.95
paper, ISBN 0-312-25739-2.)
The Words of Cesar Chavez. Edited by Richard J. Jensen and John C.
Hammerback. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2002. xxvii +
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Memories ofa Hyphenated Man. By Ramon Eduardo Ruiz Urueta. (Tucson:

University ofArizona Press, 2003. xii + 242 pp. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-2332-0.)
My Goose is Cooked: The Continuation of a West Texas Ranch Woman's
Story. By Hallie Stillwell, assembled by Betty Heath. Center for Big Bend
Studies Occasional Papers no. 9. (Alpine, Tex.: Center for Big Bend Studies, SuI Ross State University, 2004. xix + 125 pp. Halftones, line drawings.

$19.95 paper,

ISBN

0-97°77°9-2-8.)

The Indian Texans. By James M. Smallwood. Institute of Texan Cultures
Texans All Series. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2004. xv +
150 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 158544-353-0, $10·95 paper, ISBN 1-58544-354-9.)
The Mexican Texans. By Phyllis McKenzie. Institute of Texan Cultures Texans All Series. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2004. x + 142
pp. Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, lSBN 1-58544-

306-9, $10·95 paper,

ISBN

1-5 8544-3°7-7.)

The European Texans. By Allan O. Kownslar. Institute of Texan Cultures
Texans All Series. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2004. xiii
+ 197 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth,
ISBN 1-58544-351-4, $12.95 paper, lSBN 1-58544-352-2.)
The African Texans. By Alwyn Barr. Institute of Texan Cultures Texans All
Series.. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2004. x + 127 pp.
Halftones, map, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 1-58544-321-2,

$10.95 paper,

ISBN

1-58544-35°-6.)

The Asian Texans. By Marilyn Dell Brady. Institute of Texan Cultures Texans All Series. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2004. xii +
129 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth,
ISBN 1-58544-311-5, $10.95 paper, ISBN 1-58544-312-3.)
An Accidental Soldier: Memoirs ofa Mestizo in Vietnam. By Manny Garcia.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2003. vi + 278 pp. $24.95
cloth, ISBN 0-8263-3013-4.)
Remembering Pinochet's Chile: On the Eve of London 1998. By Steve J.
Stern. Vol. 1 ofThe Memory Box ofPinochet's Chile trilogy. Latin America

SUMMER 2005

BOOK NOTES ~

373

Otherwise: Languages, Empires, Nations Series. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2004- xxxi + 247 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliographical
essay, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8223-3354-6.)

Zooarchaeology and Conservation Biology. Edited by R. Lee Lyman and
Kenneth P. Cannon. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 2004. xvii +
266 pp. Maps, charts, tables, graphs, bibliography, index. $4°.00 cloth, ISBN
0-87480-801-4. )

News Notes

Grants, Fellowships, and Awards

The Western History Association announces the winner of the 2005 Ray
Allen Billington Award for the best journal article in western history not
published in the Western Historical Quarterly. Michael Magliari's article,
"Free Soil, Unfree Labor: Cave Johnson Couts and the Binding of Indian
Workers in California, 185°-1867," appeared in the August 2004 issue of the
Pacific Historical Review. The award was announced at the Western History
Association Conference in October 2005.
The Western History Association announces the winner of the 2005 Bert
Fireman Award for the best student essay published in the Western Historical Quarterly. Nicolas G. Rosenthal's article "Representing Indians: Native
American Actors on Hollywood's Frontier," appeared in the Autumn 2005
issue of the WHQ. The award was announced at the Western History Association Conference in October 2005.
The Coalition for Western Women's History announces the winner of its
Irene Ledesma Prize, a $1,000 graduate student award. Helen McLure is
the winner for her work at Southern Methodist University on the role of
women and children in Southwestern vigilantism. The working title. of
McLure's dissertation is "'I Suppose You Think Strange the Murder of
Women and Children': Whitecapping and Lynching in the U.S. West, Midwest, and Southwest, 1850-1930." The award was announced at the Western
History Association Conference in October 2005.
Archives, Exhibits, and Historic (Web) Sites

The Albuquerque Museum announces "Picasso to Plensa: A Century of Art
from Spain." The exhibit features early twenty-fIrst-century Spanish art and
includes examples of cubism, surrealism, constructivism, and geometric abstraction. The exhibit opens 18 December 2005 and runs through 16 April
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The museum is located at 2000 Mountain Road NW, Albuquerque.
For more information, visit the museum website: www.cabq.gov/museum/.

2006.

The Albuquerque Museum announces "Maravillas de los tejedores I Wonders of the Weavers: Nineteenth-Century RIo Grande Weavings." The exhibit presents a collection of nineteenth-century RIo Grande weavings that
represent the full range of Classic and Transitional Period weaving styles
produced between 1820 and 1900. Included in the collection are two significant weavings from the collections of the Millicent Rogers Museum and
the Museum of Spanish Colonial Art. The exhibit opens 11 December 2005
and runs through 30 April 2006. The museum is located at 2000 Mountain
Road NW, Albuquerque. For more information, visit the museum website:
www.cabq.gov/museum/.
The Museum of Indian Arts and Culture I Laboratory of Anthropology announces a series of installations, focusing on innovation in ceramic art titled
"Elements of Earth and Fire: New Directions in Native American Ceramic
Art." The exhibit consists of three four-month installations, each focusing
on one element of pottery making: form, texture, or color, and runs through
October 2006. The museum is located at 710 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe. For
more information, visit the website: www.miaclab.org/.

Calendar of Events
1 March 2006: Deadline for submission to the Urban History Association Third
Biennial Urban History Conference at the Memorial Union of Arizona State
University, 20-22 October 2006. The central goal of the conference is to explore urbanism and urban regions in all their complexity across time and
space. The.program committee welcomes proposals for either individual papers or entire sessions of three papers with comment. Submissions must include the following materials: a one-page abstract ofeach paper (clearly marked
with title and participant's name), and a one-page c.v. for each participant
(including address, telephone, and e-mail information). Final submissions
should be sent with either an attached file (preferably MSWord) or with the
text in an e-mail message to: Janet.Bednarek@notes.udayton.edu.

March 2006: Deadline for submissions to the Twenty-Eighth Annual North
American Labor History Conference, "Technology, Environment, and
Work." The program committee encourages comparative and interdiscipli-
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nary scholarship from a range of national and international contexts, the
integration of public historians and community and labor activists into conference sessions, and the use of differing session formats (workshops,
roundtable discussions, and multimedia as well as traditional panels). Sessions that address the theme from perspectives of gender, race, ethnicity,
and sexuality are encouraged. Please submit panel and paper proposals
(including 1-2 page abstracts and brief vitae or biographical statements for
all participants) to Professor Janine Lanza, Coordinator, North American
Labor History Conference, Dept. of History, 3094 Faculty Administration
Bldg., Wayne State University, Detroit, MI 48202, (313) 577-2525, fax (313)
577-6987, or by email: a01605@wayne.edu.

15 March 2006: Deadline for submissions to the Asociaci6n de Escritoras de
Espana y las Americas (1300-1800) 2006 conference held in conjunction
with the Association for Hispanic Classical Theater. The conference will be
held at Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., 21-23 September 2006.
The conference will focus on theater and women's cultural production in
colonial Latin America and medieval and early modern Spain. We welcome interdisciplinary papers and suggestions for discussion panels and
workshops on theater, theory, pedagogy, or other related topics. Send abstracts to Lisa Vollendorf, Department ofRGRLL, California State University, Long Beach, CA 90840, or by email: aeeamail@yahoo.com. For more
information, visit the website: www.aeeahome.org.

31 March-l April,

The Gulf Coast Consortium of Latin American
Colonialists announces its 2006 conference, "History from the Margins:
2006:

Borderlands and Frontiers in the Americas." The conference will be held
on the campus of Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, and attendance by all
interested scholars is heartily encouraged. For more information, visit the
website: http://es.geocities.comlhistoriacoloniallgcclac2006.html.

3 June 2006: The 2006 Pikes Peak Regional History Symposium will examine
the life of soldier and explorer Zebulon Montgomery Pike in recognition of
his 1806 travels through the region. The symposium will be held in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. For more information, contact Chris Nicholl, Symposium Co-Chair, Pikes Peak Library District, P.O. Box 1579, Colorado Springs,
CO 80901, email: cnicholl@ppld.org, or visit the website: http://ppld.org.
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